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To the wives of our miaaioiianes 
who, bemg compelled from variooa 
caases to remam at home, are un- 
grudgingly giving their husbands to 
the work of Chiist in far-off lands, 
as well as to those who, in weariness 
and painfulnefls, in hunger and thirsty 
are constant partners with their 
husbands in different climes, this 
book is dedicated. 



PREFACE 

T^HE lubjcct of Fofvi^ Mi^tiAna ii *o pnimmmt 
on Jill skl«5 in tbc pre^bent d;iy that no a|)CiIa^ 
is nM^d<!d for the publicalfon of a book deling with 
a remote fic^ ooDccming which little i^ known 
beyond the limited drclc t>f thcew who read Mb- 
^onary ma^ziiK^ and Dcw:»papcrs. Some apology, 
hoi^-e%x-r. may be no^dc^l for the iiutbor who has 
compiled tlie foLowuig |;;igta, Coitscioua ol lack 
of power; ignoiaiit. a& Ur as experieace goea, of 
all the conditions of Eskimo life ; personally ud- 
acqtninted, tmtil a ^ort tmit ago, with any of tfic 
mi*ttic^arlefi en^a^ed b evangelistic work among 
the Arctic peo|^ ; the book wa^ taken in hand at 
the request of the Rev. E. J. Peck, wh03c sole dc^re 
iras to qukken interest in missionary work and lo 
deepen the sense of rr5ponsn>ility in the Church of 
Qififtt coDCcming the great cu:nniission with wbidi 
it has been cntm>ted. 



vtt PREFACE 

A large amount of matter had previously been 
CDlkctcd by one of Mr. Pack's friends, who wUh^s 
to remaio anonymous. To this gentleman the 
thanks of the author are due not only for numerous 
seLdctions iiom Kr. Peck's dian'cs. but also for 
many onginal pa^s^igi^s which have been incorpo- 
rated In the narrative, espeduUy in the eartier 
chapteis. 

That there are maay blemishes ia the foUowing 
pa^ the author himself i$ conscious, but he hopes 
that the reader will be lenient when he remembers 
that thert was no possibility of consulting tho6e 
who alone could have given l^elp, had they been 
at hand— the missionaries. Working, as they are, 
aiaoDff the Eskimos, they are hopelesaly cut off 
(rom the outer wotld. How complete is their 
illation may be well Ulustiated by what is passing 
ill th« authoi's mind as he writes tlus preface, lo 
July, 1903. Mr. Peck sailed trom Peterhead on the 
return voyage to Dlackle^d Island, Atxmt three 
or four weeks later, on Aug^ist 13, hia little 
daughter dted at Boscombf. He has oot yet 
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(August 3, i^) n^vcd any ncw^ of hts 
terrible loa. llic aiuiiul thip ha& s;ulcd <mc« 
more, but atill Mme weeks must elapse bdore he 
hears that Jexas has call^ the little child unto 
Htm&df, for " of such is the kingdom of heaven." 
Among other things, this isolation h^ made it 
atoa^iy tor the author to assume responsibility 
in certain mcttter^ which certainly wouM otherwise 
have been submitted (or approval to tho^ most 
concenied. One of them b particular is the title 
ni th« book. Mr. Peck's earnest wish was that his 
name should be kept as far as pos&it>)e in the back- 
ground, Uis one de«ire was that all glory should 
be given to God. and the human instrument remain 
unhonoured. He had hoped that this volume 
would have gone forth under another title. 

But rcftsona which appeared to be irresistible 
w<TC brought forward for o\'erTuling tbei^e wisH». 
and it was decided accordingly Eo make uae of Ur. 
Peck's name. When. Iiowever, he discovers this, 
□koce than a year hence, it wiU probably be another 
CToes added to his life, which, it is hoped, he wilt 
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cJieeriiilly bear for the Master's sake. And so, 
snch as it is, this biographical sketch is stnt forth 
to the public, with the eamesi prayer that though 
mistakes of authorahip and Errors of judgment tn 
editorslup may be detected and condemned, God*s 
Name mi^iy be glorified, interest in the extension of 
Christ't kingdom m;ty be dcrpcncd» and the power 
ot the Holy Ghostinconvictinf^ofiiaandunpartioig 
newno^ of life may bo recognised. 
Little Bredv, Dorset. 



FS-^lt should he stated thut a portion of the 
fii^t chapter, illustratiug tht; life o[ a seaman 
on a British man-of-war more than thirty years 
ago. has been printed, by kind ptrmission, from 
jLi/tf'i Look-cfft by Sydocy Watson, 
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THS RARLY LIFE OP K. J. PSCKi 

" Whom iluklJ 1 «nd. and wbo will fo lor iu ? ThpCft 
Mid It llero un I , mad me," 

IN Cttsareji, Comdiua and his household vrtrt 
Sticking tbe truth. In Joppa, God wu pre- 
paring Peter 1o impart the truth. Saul, on the 
road to Daroiiacua, vmt^ in ^rent need of sympathy. 
Inside D^masciu, God was taking away the fears 
and doubu of Ananias, so that he might give the 
QTEnpatby needed. 

Far awny in Northern bnds the Eskimos were 
waiting for the Gospel, Gently yet eloquently 
making their daim on the Chiirdi o£ Christ. Thou- 
sands of miles away God was preparing the me»- 
Sanger who was to go to them carrying the tidings 
of salvatiott. 

Edmund James Peck was the diosen instrument. 

He wtfl not by any means the &ist missionary 
from Christendom to the Eskimo nicc» for the 
Uoiavua* have laboui^ long with gccat devotion 

» I 
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amoQg the inhabit ajits of the Greenland and 
Labrador coasts. 

He waji not even tlie fir^t Tqjresentative of the 
Church Mi»ionfiry Society to come in contact with 
the Arctic wanderers. Bishop Bompas. BUhop 
Horden and othrrt hnd vis^ttd them At varioiii 
points, but no one lud lutherto devoted Ms life 
to thcm^ 

A brief sketch of his hiv previous to his call to 
ft most flrdurtus and scU-^crilictn^ work will be 
ingtnjctive* as showing what means God chooaea 
for the preparation of a fVter or an Ananias in 
these days. 

Edmund James Peck was born on April 15, 1650. 
H18 parents at this time lived at Rusholme, near 
Uanchceter. His father was an eneigetic, coo- 
sdentioua, straightforward man. occupied in a 
Kaen factory- His mother wa« a SH-cct, happy 
Christian wom^n. whose mfiucncc was largdy 
eA«ti?scd upon Ivcr son. Edraund was (he eldest 
of the family. There Vp-ctc three other children, 
a boy and two (;irb, making up, to borrow Hr. 
Pedc'* Joke, a hmhel of them. When the eldest 
chHd wa« seven years of age the family moved to 
Lhibtin. About three years after their arrival at 
tbe Iriali capital Uie mother died. Her death, 
a* i* the death of every f^ood mother, was an irre- 
porabLe loss to the family, but she Lvcd agaia in 
at leaat one of her diildrcn* 
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Soon Alter ItuK, ygun^ ax he v»». Kdxnund Peck 
maiulcstcd a spirit of fcAricssnrss And n dc»rc for 
tnith tu nutters oi rerli^ion. Hi; was sturoundcd 
by many Roman Catholics, and noticing omcnig 
other things their great neglect of the obunr&noe 
id tlM SabUitti, Uiough only trlcveu ycnx% of a^e, 
he would speak to some of thrm ^ibout it, ;ind cxitn-s^ 
a dedded opwion that a reUgion wbich did not 
bring i<ttth the fruit* of hohneas mmt be wortlUesi 
in God's sight* In other ways aho, oipccittlly in 
coover»atioD with his father, the same kind of 
attitude was evident. And though this Mai for 
God wu lost for vome yean afterwardi in a cardeat 
h(e, it U intcrcfitlDg as pointing to the rtal bcni of 
his diaistcter, and proving the truth oJ the old ad^ge 
that " tlu: diild h father to the man." 

When he was thirteen years old another sore trial 
befell the boy— the death of his father. Spe&kii^ 
of that time, be »ays : *' Tlic most vivid and sorrow- 
ful picture of my life was ^vhcn I stood hy the open 
grave of toy father, with the tear* rolling down my 
cbeek?s as I remembered thai I was now left utterly 
oqtbaiKd in a lone, lone world," Perhaps this w^ 
& lorafaadoving of his future loncUucss in a world 
of ice. 

But help was at hand. Edmund Peck had at- 
tended Ibc church ol St. MatUuas : he had olau boea 
a member of tli« Sunday School of that rburdi. 
Tbe clergyman was the Kvv, Uauiice Pay, after* 
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wards Bishop of CasEicl, and he intcrcstod himscll 
M3 Ouit ihe lad was ^nabliH) to enter iht Divy^ ITic 
Idoidly action ol Ihi^ d«!Te>*mAn made a dwp im- 
pcroiinn on the boy'» mind. Many y<^n Utcr, 
be had the i^rcat plaumiv of meeting him again. 
The Bt^op was the chairman of a mc^ni; in 
Dublin iat IheChurdi Mi»ju<ury Sudcly, at wludi 
his former Simdny School «choUr wa* onr of the 
(pe;iker3, Tlieir joy was great and mutual 

Ailcr having been received on board Ihe f-uArd* 
ship, H.U.S. AjaXt lying at KJng^tcwn, Edmund Peck 
wax very ftoon drafted to the training «hip, Imprt^' 
ndhUj stationed at Plymouth. He^e tie arrived on 
Jannaiy ia. 1865, and remained until May 12. i966. 
Then he joined H.H-S. CaUdonia, wl^ch was midor 
orders for tbe UedJtctrancan, It was in the Great 
5co of the Old Testament, amid the histoHc snr- 
roundlngs of the andent would, tiiat the ^iritual 
life of ttie futurr! mi«monftry wa* awnkmrd and 
foateied. 

At the end of about two years he vba laid low 
witli Meditenanevin fever, and was brought v<;ry 
nor to the gate of death. In the wivfcs of prostra- 
tion that fijUowed^one of the ^p'a vihotx^ uxd to 
oome and nre htm frequently ; and though wn do not 
hear of these visits causing the patient more than 
passing pleasure, we am hardly doubt that they 
had a permanent cfTcct. 

A< he returned to a slow convalescence, tlje young 
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9EiUor beipn to read a Bible whicb his sister had 
givco him wliun they parted. Illness \izd awakened 
him to hb rwod of spiritud and eternal things, and, 
in bitf own n'Onl». he *' made ^leat «Jtarls to £>ecur« 
pc&ce to his muU" Th^!»e aftar^ however, were Id 
vain, fot tiny were made id his own strength only, 
and 'Sn the energy of the flcah" Mn PtcJc con- 
dudes thr review oi tliu portion of liis life wttli the 
Gxpnc^ve sentence, " While wrakncss l^tod, I 
went on in what I may term the tryin^to-be^Ji- 
ChrifttiAD Mate.'* 

As his health did not improve, he W4s inviUided 
home to England in the autumn of 1868. Aitet 
vome time on fmU)U|;l) lie was sent to NcUcifs old 
flag-^p, the Vidory. Speaking of this time, 
Ur. Peck &a>-3: '*Many strange tlioughts stirred 
within me as I looked upon that spot npon the 
(^idcvy's quarterdeck wlicre England's noblest 
naval hero fell lighting the tnttlo whtdi fmed Eng- 
land from her foes. But little did I lliink at (hat 
time that the Lord would call rac to a conHJct 
nuf^ilief than ttiat of eaitlily tiattlcs, because 
clenal destinies hang upon the triumphs of the 
hort of God." 

When drafted from the Victory he Joined his old 
vtv^, the Cakdtmi^, though with a new crew. At 
this time there seems to have been some rctrof-reauon 
in the struggle for spiritual liic. With returning 
health, as often happens, good resolution<t grew 
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weaker, 60 that we find him writing : '* For a Uin«. 
at Wat. I (fave up private prayer and thr study ol 
the Scriptttrcs.** But thir vramJercr wa& not allowed 
to wandrr unwarned, " In Ihc midnt ol life we are 
in death," and this ib especially true io the casc of a 
aailor. Dangers and accident* are always doquent, 
cyan when we cannot hear the vijicc of oiUiiuiiy 
paSMng events. One day he wa* ordered aloft with 
one of )ub> slupm^ites. The latter got into tlie rigging 
a moment before him and a race ttpwdrdi ensued. 
Suddenly a ratline gave w.iy under the foot of his 
shipmate, who w;is dashed upon the deck a maiinod, 
crushed mas of huni'tnity. This rotuu:d thou^^ht 
in the cae who wa* spaicd : " Wliy was it that I 
was sptired ? Why wns 1 led to the opposite side 
of the rigging to tlkit wliidi my poor shipmate had 
taken ? Why > Because God had a Ufi>tisk for 
roc to perf^mn." 

On ^mother day, when a hr^vy wti wa-; running, 
he was sent to the large wheel, wluch had three tiers 
of spokes, A mighty sea Ciiupht tlie rudder and 
wrenched the wheel from the grasp of all the men 
who held itp dashing upwards, a^ain^r the deck 
alx^c, one poor fellow who wa^ vtx tlie wt^thei side^ 
We wh<^ werp on the lee-side were saved from hurt- 
The injured man died soon afterwards as a result of 
the aeddent. 

Whatever elTeet (liese and auiuLir accidents had 
upon the youn^^ anilor at the lime, Ihej" were bmnght 
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to his remembmnce lat^- and used hy the Holy 
Spuit tuc tJ«c Kuicbncv AXid moulEjing uE hU life. If 
it be tiuc 

That noE a worra it cloven m VlUQ. 

TiMt not A moth with vun dfmre 

th hhhvfJM i» 4 Iniilli^H fttv. 
Qt but »utsBn«t ftikoUtCf'i fisiu, 

bow mncti more the suddi^n death of one with whom 
u« are doaely uiua.-ited I God*« voice i» aU'^yi 
to be beard by thofic who have cars to hi^r. 

It wu, as a mJltui u£ ioct, tonte tiiiw a(tvr thiSi 
on board his next ^liip, thr- Excdknt, Ihnt the^ pearl 
of great price was found. Mr- Feck say^i "One 
cwoing, wbeo rea>dlng i John v. 9-15, tHs f;lonou3 
posvigc was DudG the aieaos ol bdnging peace, 
perfect peace, to my troubled comdeBCf. With 
wtut power and force di<l tlictc word^ of God apeak 
tomy poorloQgiog.trcmblJng heart ! What a minr 
dI ooEofort tbcy held for me, and still hold, not only 
lor myself, but Jor all Wx-atx whu wiU accept them 1 " 

Truly, the spirit brcathcth where He Ii5tc1h. We 
■sdcrstand readily enough that the whispered 
breath may be w-aftcd to the wG:iry &oul in the bush 
of the aanctaary: in the stillnesa of the prayer- 
chainbcr; in the solemn hours of thr night. Wc 
undRTStand the louder mc&sdgc of God tiring hr^irri 
Id tlie iu&pired voice from the Church pulpit or the 
|^eadtn|[ tones of the Miuion Room^ We cin under- 
staod the awful ciJl of God to repentance; coming 
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from thf airthqui\k(> or the thuDder ts on SAml^ 
TtiirTc i> a certain agreement and h2irmoDy betWMa 

But we should be indined to say that the confused 
discords of Itibcl were no siirroundinj;* for the 
Spirit of Fcntcco&t, And yet it %vas ^ vmtabk 
Babel on board e^hip between thirty and forty years 
«^o, m which the Holy Breath came into the liie of 
yoimg Ppr.k and took pf^sesgion of hm, 

Thctc ^/VQ£ no aook for quiet mediation when a 
scajnan could be alone- Every place was public, 
every pUcc ^"^ noisy. Hcru i^ ;t group pbying a 
forbidden game of cards under cnvcr of a bfirriw 
formed of pUedup ** diUy boxes" a mes3 kettle> and 
other iinshon^hkc obstides. There is a man pliy* 
ing his bsinjo with his ctcmal tummn-tumma-tum' 
turn. In another part is a concertina in full swing 
playing '' Jack's the Lnd." while a soorc or more of 
s^tep-dancere execute wonderful pcdonuances with 
diedr bare feet on the deck, their rough |aoks sound- 
ing like the rasp of a knife being cleaned on a brick- 
dust board. In another part are seen two young 
fellows, locked in f-ach other*s arms in orthodox 
bollTOom fashion, whirling gmoefully round in the 
dreamy mates of a. valsc, the otusic being hummed 
by tlic pair in turn, 

Yet again a sombre-imnded uilor chants dole- 
fiiUy th:it dreariest of al! ditties, " Babani Allan," 
bdovcd of Jack years ago. Close by hmt, another 
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tar with a lumiDer is whack, whacking a leather 
fiolebeforedumpinf ft. a& well as any Kh<iemak«r. on 
toUw wsutiDg boot, And thux provipg that "a aiior 
can do anything/' A bttlc knot of mon is in hot 
amd &ery arigumcnl ov'er the Ticlibome Case; another 
over the merits of a ntw gun. Here is a man writing 
to his sweetheart ; another is making a twine cabbage* 
not lor the mess ; a third is mangling his washed 
clothct with the bottom of ^tn cii^imvllcd baXLn or 
rolling-pin. The gangway is blocked here .ind there 
by men with iatiionta of sptiu yarn and canvas- 
wrapped leaf-tobAceo. "hrjivtng" it into those 
hu^ dgar-«haped rolls much apprccUt«d by sailots, 
envied and coveted bydwre smoker*— a hundred or 
two of nacD bughing. talking, skylarking : tliis i» lh» 
srene inlowijkh the Gtadou* Spirit enters, and seek- 
ing out tndd the din of that deck the young sailor 
tvbo, defying all oppontion, uts reading !il9 Bible, 
wtli^KTS to him the word of peace and assurance. 

On January 7, 1^74, he vris ti^nsfeirr^d from the 
ExuiUnl to H.M.S. Htctor, tlii^ giiiinLJiip in Soutli- 
UUfrfon Water, and here he formed n friendship 
wlti) John Mactin. gailmaker, Sydney Wat&on, 
citpcnter's yeoman, and Tom Veadle, ac^tnan. 
These four cv^enluaUy came to be like-minded in 
fpifitual things, and so were also inseparahle, meet- 
ing tngetber night after night for prayer and praise. 
Bvt they could not remain satisfied with mntual 
'fidificntiovi. They must offer Ihctr good things to 
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others also. Referring to thcsit diy^, Mr. Peck 
writes; " A little band of the Lord's poopJc, bein; 
tbas brought together, wc were almost immcdiatdy 
led to iiy and do something for our uocoiivcited 
shfpmnles. Very soon we had interrslrd onr or 
twLj mon* seaoien to join us. men ior who^c con* 
v&T^on we never ceased to prji>v Tlien as the days 
went cm, and our Little nightly g^^thcnng grew more 
and more precious, we divided llic ):LOur spent, mak- 
iDu (lie detinite study ul the Bible a pari o( (he 
cxerrJiira; for each fdt the need of feeding in the 
green pastures.' " 

But they ware not allowed much peace outwardly. 
They were hunted about constantly from place to 
place by many in authority who seemed to lake a 
plcayurr in persecuting them. Among their bittG:i:5t 
eneniies was a ship's corpora), who, though he drove 
them like partridges, was forced to give an unwilling 
testimony to the cliect vf thr^ir meetings- The 
corporals' mess was cleaned and cared for by a smart 
but ungodly Ud, who held Hic latiug in tlie&liip of 
first-doss boy. This bd r-tmc down on one occa- 
sioD to a meeting which W4« l>ctng hdd in the wdu- 
sion of the carpenter's store room. He was decidedly 
impressed, and this proved tg be gnly t}ie hi>t of 
many gatherings that he afterwards joined. For 
he uuiic again and again. Whether be was duly 
converted or not was not manifest, but certainly 
his whole life was di^ng^. One nigUt, as three 
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of Ihc band of men wo^ ern^Tf^ag from the ator^- 
ruum. (hi-ir aid enemy the corpoml saw (hem, and 
btckcncd Ihcm to him. As they ranged up dose 
to his UiAe, he said : " What in the name of forttine 
Ai yoii do down Ihrrp with the JcUow« ? They go 
dcm'n dfj\'ils and com? tip saints.*' The words 
9pcak for tht^m^-lvr^aod prove that God »"aa nuni- 
lettrd in the^ humble but Jiappy gatherings. 

Thr prtty ptT^crutions directed a^inM the^ 
HMO, ubo lud luiided themselves together for devo- 
tion and 4pinttiaL <xhlicAtion, iifter a time became 
so constant that they could find no cave of Aduliom 
iS a perman«Til rdugc. Accordingly Ihey sum- 
moned up courngc enough to m^ikc an ofTtdol appli* 
cabon fgr a spot >«hcrc they might meet. " none 
dating to make us afraid." and in maponac to thdr 
appeal tbey weie granted ilic u«e of one oi the bath- 
rooms. What procioud times they spent there ; 
how frweet theii memory *till 1 One t>( Ihcse even- 
ings stands out vividly to thLn day. The iron room 
>s about (wth'c feet by nine ; along three udc& arc 
ma^N'e iron baths, surmounted by huge piptis and 
great glittering brajs coclrt- The deck imder foot 
is eovcrvd «";lh thnx^ inch wooden gniting^, sodden 
with water which, swayed with every motion of the 
ve88d.niabesupo^thcmcn'sbarcfeet. There is a 
general seme of cold,chill damp pervading the pbce, 
but it does not damp or diill the ardour of the little 
band of ten or a do^en sailors g.^thcred there. The 
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Utile company are pitched (the Amcricaiiifiin " fixwd*^ 
up" would be perlvap* an appropriate^ word) in all 
surU of odd pu^tjons; s^omc urc watcd on Uicir 
low ditty boxes (t«n tncliea long, ^ight widt, ^ev^n 
deep, their size) placed <m the wet deck gratings ; 
some perch npon the cold, d;imp irnn edgp of the 
]ong b^Lthfi ; 6ome stand leaniiiij a^'-ainst the rough 
iron platfs of the walls of the room. The g:ilhered 
drops OD the iron plates o\^rhe^d and on the pUtcs 
which form the sides oi the room, make the whole 
place a kind of '^ naudcal dripping well.** All the 
mrn have Bibles in thdr h^nds, and therp i* ^ look 
of eager mterestedncsa upon the faces. The subject 
ol the Bible Reading is " Heart Religion," the place 
of reading the latter part of Deuteronomy v., and 
the early pari of the next chapter. 

** listen to lhr:sc words again, chmns," say^ thc- 
old saiUnaker a^ he repeats his reading. ' I have 
heard th* \"ojce of the words of this people, whirli 
they liave spoken . , < they have well said aU that 
they have spoken. O, that Iheie was such an heart 
in Ihem. that they would (ear Mk, ttnd kwp My 
commandments alwnys." 

"All, diuma," he goes on, "it makes all the 
difFerence whether a man has a. h«ad or a heut reli- 
gion. Head rc^on is like moonlight ; that la pretty 
and eold, and romantic hke, i^oud for courting 
couplet and for ptctuii^. for poctn and txtok-writing 
fellows when they want to make a pretty sconCt 
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but it hns no n^tinn nf mrtting loc^ or wanmog the 
earth. Aiul U is just like that with bead religion— 
there's no warmth, no hie in it. tlwrc ain't ne'er 
X ocie oi us ht-re u would be so gnxn u to hold our 
bAiidi out to thft moon to wann th^m : 6«( th/.r/. ar^ 
f4ftkt ftMiUh moi4^h to try and htaJ brohfn hitxrts, and 
io vtfrfii iAa/ coU SAtdt with head rdigiim. Then 
whrD tlicy find it U all a biJarc, t)icy bLinic God and 
the Bible. Th«y say there's nothing in any religion, 
'iC% all ;i Lin», and fAfy'U hAva nothing to do witli it. 
poor thingi^l Thry'rr iruxrfi- blind, or they would 
§m tbe truth as God irits to teach it all through the 
Btble, that ' it is with llie iu:ari man believeth unto 
right AH»ncss/ " 

H<rre tbe good bid man tucked his book under his 
ann. rubbed hJs hands togetlier witli an almost 
boj^ glee, as he continued : '' Halldujah f for the 
'ssun«Innc— UicjoyoftlicLordT Why, 
look here. The otlicr night when thai httle chap 
v:is singing lus ditty on ttie i:p|)er dL'ck, * I love the 
tDcrry ^unfihinc,* you remember how everybody 
iGl^|»d him, and encored. I could not help wishing 
that a itw of them H-ould l(^ni to \ctvc God's A^rf* 
suQfhioc. Thank God, He ii^ made it so c^vsy to 
heart rebgionl Everyone has the power to 
'tiBt, to belies-e." 

A few more word« from John Martin, and oo 
they read; "And thou shalt tnnd them for a sign 
upon thine band." 
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" Whil does that mean ? " asked a young sailor. 
"* How can wr cirry reli^an on our h.indb ? " 

" Well, tht; idvA comes to mc like this." n-pti«d 
another: "If a gent has a regular ti|>tni> ring, 
diGUSond, or something like Uiati he's not only not! 
a£faflJDcd of it. but he takes good care that cvi^ryonA' 
SlutU see it. You'll see, hc'U attck out his ttoger 
wilful lit Lfts up his glass of wine to hi^ hps ; an' if 
he's twistin' his moustache, somehow you don't 
SCO the twist of the hair, but you do the twirl of that 
diamond. And it stnkcs me that God meana to 
Bay to tis, il our religion is worth anything people 
will see it as rtadily ^ ihoitgh it was a diaiXMud 
hng bound upon our finger,** 

Then, with a smile at Uic young s-iilor who had 
made the inquiry, the expounder continued : " Don't 
you remember, chum, when you an' mc was shiiv 

maus in the C , and wc weot ashore togeihtr 

at Madras, how we saw the different sects of Hindoos 
wtlh tlidr castemarks in their foreheads, and how 
proud Uiey were of them, and how plainly the marks 
showed op to t-verj-uat? ? " 

** Kight ycr arc, I remcroher f But what's that 
got to do with religion on the hand ? " taid tht 
youjig sailor. 

"Nothing to do with the hand" a^ed the 
other. '* But tliat fi&me verse has something about 
the foreheads, too " and» lifting his Bible, the sea- 
man expoutor read, by the liglit of tlic Untern 
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which awuns from the ortGng, '* And they shall be 
as frontlete bHvrt:cn tliiiir eyv^" " That is pbincr 
iQ, chnotf; a Mlow rm^ht 1o«« bi.s hands or bide 
In his pockets, but with God KLmiptd on his 
brow. I vuppose everyone will know ho is bora 

ft will be seen from this faithful description ol 
this meetiiigt whidi U but a »;uupleof niaiiy like it. 
that lhoi]f^ the mm who were gathered together 
may not have had much critical knowledge oE thv 
of the OM Testament which they read, they 
bad ncvertliclen grouped the simple truth oi God's 
love, and ir^li^ng this they coiiM gi\^ back k>ve 
euid pnue to Him who Lid mmls them new creatures 
In Chmt Jc«i». 

Besides the sustaining of spiritual life there wa5 
another re&ult m tl;e ci&e of Edmund Peck and one 
other member of this litHc wodcty of godly men. 
HiCM two detcrmioed to impiove lliem;?elv&s from 
the edurjttiorjal jxiiot of view. Morning after 
morning they wrrr up and dressed and at thoir 
smdica by fotir o'clock. The first half hour or so 
w^kS spent in private devxition and Bible rtading. 
After that they would rretd and write for the cultiva- 
tion of the mind aud intellect. Bui just ait the 
meetingn of the original four mm for spiritual edili- 
catJOD found a wider expansion when they bef^o to 
invite their shipmates to joia them, so there wu a 
ttimlai result in this mortr secular matter. The two 
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idmda found eo great a delight £n their books tiut 
IC bee&mc their incre^^ang desire to &harc their piivi- 
Ic^ with othcTB. So they began to cast abotil 
in their mindft for ^me plan o( action. Alter much 
ttiought and prayer as to what they should do for 
thdr ^hipm.itfx, thry decided to send jl few pounds 
to London to thetr Mend. Afr. Wm. Cheshire, 
Engraver, of Holbom Viaduct, and of Stirling Villa, 
SuttoD. Surrcyf asking him to lay the money out in 
suitable books for lending to the Cceu-- 

Thure vas a sliip's Libraiy, of councc, on board 
the vessel, but it wa^ a very small affair, and very 
dry, and very, very slde> so that scirccly any one 
Uiought of Asking; for a book, (TJunga in the Navy, 
in this rrspcctj have somewhat improved, but 
in tliose day»« a sikip's hbrary was an Ezcktd'it 
Valley, ** fuU ot dry bones,") 

On recdpl of the letter and postal orders for two 
or three pounds, Mr. Qieshire was so delighted with 
Iheir notion that he *tarled off to see Mr. Samuel 
Partridge, of the wellknown Paternoster Row firro* 
Showing that good man the letter, heaiked: "II 
two man-of-wai^s men can do this much out of love 
for the souls of their shipmates, I fed tliat some of 
n9 who are Christians and in the book tr&de ought 
to help them a httle. What will you do, Mr, Pait- 
ridge ? " 

**DoI*' said that gentleman, *' I'U do this : For 
rveryi pound's worth of books you can ^ in the 
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Row graiis, T1I add a pound's worth At thn ftstma 

Mr, Ch^ifatre oUed upon oth« publishers, and two 
LS|)edaUyhclpedtuni,.Mtsst&St^w.cif4<^, Patcr- 
noAlcr Row, and Mr. Houghton, author of Heatat^ 
Mnd H<yiff to C<i Tfvrt^ aiid other Idndied books- 

Thc fincfi nf books thirty years ago bcnre no conv> 
paiisoQ ttith that oj to-day- They bad suppoeod 
th:tt a pared in sise about two iect by one would 
baVG been about the kind of thing they should 
receive ; their suqmse when tbe pared actually 
cune was beyond all expresafoa. TUg vessd w-*ls 
lying off Cowcs at the tune, in attcndmce upon hex 
Ifiijes^, vho was at Osbome, The oiae was ad* 
dmwd to Sydney Watson, carpenter's yeo[nan,and 
was SQimnonrd on to the quarterdeck cne after* 
tiopn, Uid Wa^ asked what tliat huge case contained 
whkh wa* alongside, and addressed to him, and 
who gave him pcimis^oD to order goods to that 
amotint. sirgc be was not entitled by rank to have 
any bow on board other tlan UU tool cticst ? 

He replied that he had not yet seen the pared, 
buttliat lie and u dium certainly had ^nt ior -^ itw 
pounds' worth of books, io distribute on loan, to 
their shipmates in their mesaee. 

The officer fumed, and taid that the (jovemment 
flMiad an Etore« needed for the men, and that the 
could order the case to be sent ashore ag^n. 
iftS h certainly iJiould not conte on board. 
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The carpenter's ycomAiij dismisacO from 
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presence of thfi irato officer, went to Oie gang'unjr 
to sicc the patcti. It mrsLsumi quite thru /td MkA 
my— a stout, wooden cnsc, iroQ-bondMi. 

FaoJog down into the lighter on which it lay, 
eicplaiftied the difficdty to the tnan in charge, ^ve 
him a tip for his trouble, And uked him to request 
his manager at Cowcs lo let the C2sc stay in his 
warthou^ until Uc could get j^hore, wluch would 
piDbcibly be the next d;iy. 

It w^s theconinianderwhohad refused perauoitm 
for the case to eome on board, iLnd shortly after, wl 
on Khorcjiewas taken sc^nously ill with gout, Thisj 
was the opportunity. Formal application wal 
ixiudt! to tin; next in command, and lie readily iillowed 
the box 10 be brought on the ship. They had to 
put & stout wliip on the maitiyard end to hoist the 
box (idl nautical readers will understand this oUu- 
sion), and aft^r soine considerables excitement the 
thii^ was housed in the store-room, though il wily 
ju5t pulsed down through the square of the batch. 
The unpiiGking and sorting of tliat box wa^ a wun- 
drous tunc, ioi the contents were altogether beyond 
their conception oi book wealtli ; and wheB, two 
days later, on the Sunday aftcmocn, immediAtdy 
after dinner, the two chums carried a number of 
book^t, on l02j], to eadi mess, ttxeir ^hipiiute^i were 
as delighted a5 they were amazed. Only 4inc thing 
waa uevded to complete the joy of that first distribu- 
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tioo of loan lit^ralnrc, namely, (ho prraence ol 
Chf^shirc, Partridge, Shaw and Haiighton, 
thut they miiihi h^v*: »ccTt how the Kulors appfe- 
ditcd their kindnc^ and generosity, Tliat CEise 
ol bookx piuvtKl an uiiLidd t>lcs&uig to Ihc ship's 

f ntvrir«tmg » «re the scenes on this &idc of naval 
life, and ti^^ptiDg as ihoy are to linger over, the 
narratix'c must hasten on to that which wa» in parti* 
cnlar one tJsuc of them. We gLmei; at Mr. Peck's 
ivtcs, and he tabes npthc! story which hnks the 
Bfikunos and their spiritual destinies witti a Brilisli 
nun-of-war : — 

" Abcuc this lime Tom Yeadle, the seaman gunner, 
ifllorined me Uiat liv had heard from a def^ymaili 
the Rev. T, Ronmine Govett^ Vicar of Nn*Tn;irltet, 
bim to kav'e the Service and go. if posuUo. 
'to Nevinarlcet, a» Smptuiv Reader. Tom Yeadle, 
fcT certain ^mily and perBonal reasons, finding it 
tmfKmble to comply witli lus friends request, 
rrienvd tjw detgyman to me 1E*J. Peck), ^yiiig 
that he thought I might he able to go. After pr^iyer- 
ittl coQtidenitlon and some concspondencc with 
Ur. Covftt, I wa* aUe— through the permission of 
iJje naval 4Ulhoriti<9. of cmirjc— to pnrcluiM; my 
dit^hargr, and I finally left the Navy on May 7, 
1875, and went to Mr. Gos'eit a lew days after. 

" Thi" Rev. T. Rom.iine Govrtt win, m many 
iispcctSi a remarkable man of God. and 1 coukl 



ao 



THE LIFE OF E, J, PECK 



never, if I tried, letl nW that I c-vr^ under God, to 
his woDdcrfii) iDflncncc upon my life and thou^L 

" My limf at Newmarket was chiefiy spent in 
study, visiting from ltoufi« to house and reading 
God*« word to the people, holding cottage meetings, 
and douig what I could for the r^ng men and 
othi^r* engaged in the * horsey fever,' and all of 
wliom sieeuit!^ to live only for ple^ure and gaJn, 

" T hfld conceived a desire to be a mistjonary, And 
tho doBire grew stronger every day, while Mr. Govett 
rejoioed to foster it, offering to tn^lp mc forward in 
my project in any way possible to him. One; mom* 
ing he called me up info his study and infonned nie 
that be had thought deeply over my idsaionary 
wishes, 50 much 30, that on the previousi night he 
could hardly sleep, and spent much of the night in 
prayer and deep Ihoufiht upon the matter. He alio 
informc^d me that he had di^dcd to write to the 
CJiurch Missionary Society. Salisbury Square, and 
in\"ite them to rake mc into their training insiitiite. 
With tellings which [ cannot describe I went up to 
London to see members of the comnuttcc,and after 
a very searching examination I was accepted for 
training, ^ind entered thp Society's pirparatorj- insti- 
tute at Readme in the latter part of 1875. 

" 1 had been studying some monthfi, when onft 
moniing I was startled by receiving a call to pro- 
ceed to the Society's offices in London [Sahsbury 
Square). On my arrival I was ushered into tite 




THE FARLY LIFE OF E, J. PECK 3t 

pimeux ol the Kuv. H. Wright, antl pomting to 
the shores of Hudson's Bay. he tcld mc that Bishop 
Hordeo needed a man to go forward to pi^ach the 
Goapel to the Eskimos. With tlic Jwly enthusiasm 
of the tnic xnisfflDnary he reminded me that it might 
Iv the Lord'i wjU to gather, Ihnjugh my inAlm- 
menLilily, » people from thc5c inhospitable wilds 
to be sons and dau^hten oE God. 

" ■ Wm >'0U go ? * he asked. 

** Moved, doubtlesd. by the Holy Ghost, I trame- 
diatcdy rq>lird that 1 was willing to go. A short 
time was placed at my di&pos^ to bid farewell to 
my loved ones, and lo prepare for the voyage — a 
voyage, be it fcmcmbcicd, which can only be made 
once a year, at one spcdal season. Mr. Wriglii 
aod hii (amily diowed me not d little kindness, and 
it waa from their ntver-lo-be-forgoit«i homi; thiit I 
fioally at^ttcd for my port of cmbajkatiijn In tlic 
beginning of June, i^yt" 



CHAPTER II 



T»b ESKIUOt— TUEtR QKlClN, OOVERNUENT AMD 

" 1 am debtor botli to (tin Gro«^ &i]<l to 
" Ccme ovtT into M&codooia and help lu." 

NOW that w-e have seen tbe man Vbhom God 
had prcpaied for His cdl und work, let us 
visit the j*opk for whom he was pitparcd, and 
leam something of their needs. 

ShiUl we try tu imagine a scene which may hav« 
taken place some 300 years ago or thereabouts ? 
The Fiencb hud beguu to colonise Canada. The 
dty of Quebec was about to be founded. One 
day a French settler had penetrated perhaps lurtlier 
north than usual. He met a strange-looking man. 
H« wa« broad-Iaccd, fiat-featui^, smiling, good- 
tampered, sallow compleyioned. rather shorty quite 
unlike the Indianis by wham the Frenchman was 
accompanied, and with whom he hod been quite 
familial* H« asked liii^ compaoioaa : 

"Who bthis?" 

With a contemptuous eurl of the Up tlie Indiana 
answciLil ; 
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" Icachimou," which bciDg inlcrprclcd b, " H« 
tt a faw-fle:J] cat«r." 

As th^ Ffpnrh brrjimr morr .nnd mrttft tunilULr 
with the people from the North, the wx>rd in a 
fomewhftt altered form passed inir> their language, 
and they bectnac knowD henceforward to all 
Etin>p«uio n« EsqvimatiXt or, as lh<j wt>rd is tiow 
gencraUy q>dt, E^iiuos. 

It wiU then be n'.adily sw>n, if this be the contct 
denvatioD of the nunc, th^t ^ term of contempt, 
such OS it 15, would not be likely to be in une uinong 
the Eskimos. It i& a mete mdtname bestowed 
upon tbwn by 1h<- oiitsidf^ worli], T!ioy arc quite 
satisfied about tJieii owd liupcnoiity ovcE the rett 
oi nuunkind, as were the Jews and Greeks of 
old. At ksfftt, we ^huuld bt- mdined to say so if 
wc may jud^ from the name which they apply 
to themsdves. Thb is Innuei. wUicli may be 
truulated by The Pf^k, thi>ugh the root m&an* 
iof teems to \x ouinrr. Wc arc told in the old 
Hebrew record of the Creation that God saw every- 
thing that He had created, and it w*u v^ery good. 
"No." say the Eskimo, "that is not tru-»;' if we 
may credit a tradition that is said to come from the 
res^ of the Mackenzie River: "God ixT%t made 
diOeicnt tribes of Indians and different nations of 
White men, and He was not at all plejiscd. At last 
He made theE^mos, and tlicii re»t^ from His 
labour* perfectly satisticd." So they are ^ People. 
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But alter we know the origin of both names — 
the one by which they aiv known to Uie outside 
world, and that by which they speak of th«ns(Jves 
-*wc v^i to know more. Who axe the Eskunos ? 
Where do they live ? Whence did tlicy come ? 

It U t^asy to nsk questions, as every purciit of a 
lhn?c-ycar-old child knows. But it is not aJways 
easy to give satistdctory answeis. And tlj« llrat 
and bst of thr^ -ihove qtiMlions in particrilar nj- 
ceive by do means one and the gajne dcfmitc answier 
from different authorities. It b, of counei, ia* 
[Ku^tjle to deal exhaustively with thu origin of the 
Eskimos here. It is altogether beyond the mnge 
of this book. 

A few facts, however, may be stated, And a few 
Opinions, wonliy of respect, may be quoted, which 
will, perliaps, be suggestive vi a correct view to the 
mind of the reader who is interested in the subject. 

Tli^? extent of the surface of the eiuth wliicli 
thry inhiibit is ve-ry wide. Professor W, Boyd 
Uftwkins, F.R.S., &ays: '^The Eskimos occupy 
the coldest parts of the earth in'America and Asia, 
and their dvUiiJition is of a mde and primitive 
type. To the Muth of the Eskimos in Ameiicfl is a 
debatable Lmd belonging neither to them nor to 
the Red Indians, lictween which mce-s a feud 
ejcisu." A stretcli of about 3,300 miles of con- 
tinent from East to West is occupied by these 
peopdc, who claim to be the aristocracy of God's 
creation. But tliough tlicir territory is so vast, the 
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fUimber of thr. occ-iipAntft— tis, perhaps, is oalurali 
seeing thit pcdccUoo cam bu atUincd by lew— is 
vcjy small. Various calculations make the total 
of aU the Eskicnos r^ngij Iroia ^o.ooo (o 40.000. 

Some anihoritios make tiv«; dMAlons of tho 
Eskimos* according to tlie di&lnbutions of thdr 
ttibes, ^xlemling fiom Grw^nlind on Uje East lo 
AlukA cm tlic West, and going u iitx south U!i the 
Eastern and Wr.^icm ahorcs of Hudson's Bay. 
But Uieve in not cuuu^Ej c^rt^uaty about these 
divisions to make it worth whtiti to discuss thr.m. 
It is sulBcient to say that those to whom the reader 
will be introduced are almost exdusivdy those of 
the ccntnil division on tho Eastern diores oi the 
HodsoD^s Bay and Cumberland Sound. 

Before tlie advent of tlie white m^m tliere was 
more movement of the tnbei-mrti th.in now foe 
purposes of barter and exchange. The peculiar 
stone u»e<l for making kettles, dnftwixxj, ivory, 
ud kindred artidc^ were all objects of value and 
eauKd interoourse for purposes of trade. But 
Dcrar, owing to the establishment of whaling and 
other stations, the geographical areas of the tribes 
sre moire ciTtrumscribed and confined, as eaA sta- 
tion ts 2 ceutXQ of trade where most of the ncces* 
saHes at life can be obtained- 

As to their origin, it is extremely doubtful 
Aether they came frf>m Asia or A mcrica. There are 
different auihoritios cU p&rbape* almost equal wei^t 
who support each tJieory- 
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Ihty are found od the otKl oi ihc Anwtican Con- 
tiDPnt at ail airly dnl<?. In the elpveoth i»nltiry 
Eskimos were met with thetc, itcoording to the Saga 
of Eric the Red, The Noncmcn of those day«> 
ftull^ iortli fjoui thek GnwiiUiut colonies on vay- 
0^ of discovery. After sticking n fresh coast and 
saUing southwards they arrived, we aie tuld, at the 
mouth of a larije river, which tliey entered af high 
tide- Tiirri: ntc wotiderful tales of their hnding 
self-sown wheat fields and of vines growing on the 
hilbidga> Tlie voyagers remained wliere Oiey Und«d 
for -tomi? time and fed on the fat of the land, until one 
moming a great number of natives paddling fikin 
eanoesmatletheirappearinei^, The^e new-comer» and 
the Norsemen exchanged signals of pcuoe» whicb ie> 
suHod in a friendly intereourse extending over some 
lengt}i oi time. The description of these natives cor- 
responds with that of themodetn Hsldmos, They 
were evidently the t^wny broad featured Mem- 
gobui type of men with whom we have become 
lacDiliar. 

After a time, however, strife succeeded peace, and 
although the Norsemen defeated the £&kimo&» they 
resolved to evacuate the new country rather than 
live In continual conflict with the inhabitants, 
Accofdiiigiy tliey letumed to their own land. 

At what time the Eskimos made their way to 
Greeoland it is impossible to say. The colonists 
from Scandinavia do not aecm tu have come into 
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collision with them for 400 ypai& after they ha^ 
«0eetHl their ftrttlement, and, if an arKame-nt may 
be drawn Irom sikocc thry did not even ouet any 
inb^vbitantv They did. hr>wi^vcr> find niioed dweO- 
ings and stone implements wlitch hod bdoo^ed to 
SAme. previous orrnpaniH, On Ihrm tht^y bt^-^towrH 
the Dome SkrocUiags, or We^ikllng^. for liicy tliougUt 
lliat Ihc people who Jiad mc\\ possessions as tlwse 
most have been but a feeble folk. 

It is probable that Ihc Eskimos had their scttl«- 
cnents further north, and that these ruined huts 
npreMoted tempomry aojounw only in the morff 
soQtbem districts of GRmland, 

pCTbftps it may be safe to ronclwdc that the 
SkrodUngs were established in the bighex latitudes 
of GreenUnd by the eighth or ninth century. 

h is. bovrover> in tbe fourteenth and the early part 
of the jUteeoth centm-ics that they come 1ordt4y 
into bktory. The Sc^Lndinavian colonies were then 
annihilated. This annihilation is said to have been 
dne to the attacks of the Skroellings, though there 
were probably other cause* at work as well, such at 
famine and plague. But whatever happened, 
GrtcnUnd became from th:it time forward an un* 
known (and until it wa» opened up once more by tbe 
Miajon of Hans Egcde in the year 1731. The 
Afcdc Wanderers, too, remained in obscurity until 
tbay were re-introduced to tlie larger wodd udif 
the Frendi name of Esquimaux. 
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But this, of course, proves nothing ** to their 
l^ace ot urigin. Hick: whg hM the view that thB 
American continent w^s the first liotne of tbe Bflkw 
moe believe that they must have been a tribe of 
fishing Indians who formwly lived on the banks 
of the rivers which flow into the Arctic Ocean, and 
that they were gr^UAlly driven northwards by tlic 
pressure of the Southern tnboa. 

It is ilso said tiiat tJieir la^iguage bean some 
aSinity to the Indinn languages on the ground that 
it, like them, is ag^utinntive in dnractcr. But 
this, as Professor Boyd Dawkins says, is not suffi- 
cient proof to establish reUliooship. And ttic 
Rev- E. J, Peck writes: "I have had unusnal 
ladLitie^ for eoinparlng the laayuage of the Eski- 
mos with those of viirious tndiun tribes— at Irast, 
with tliose of tlic ludiajis )ivi[Lg on (he shores of 
Hudson's Bay and Ungava Bny — and therv is no 
possibility of bvlicvtiig that these were oHgiually 
an Indian tribc^ who might have been driven north 
by war or other causes." 

Dr. Rink, who is a !iigh authority, bdie\"c* that 
uiaDy E:pkimo weapons and implements arc of 
American origin, and that this fact can form the 
foundation of «l weighty argument. But wu arc 
hardly on firm ground here. 

Tliere is one weapon, indeed, which i» very rfr 
markAble, and if any argument for rdationshlp 
might be based upon (he possesstOD of it, would 
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go to proTO the exi^tcocc of cciuimhip between the 
Esldtnos and some people who live in parts of the 
earth rcry widely Acparatcd ironi thuni. Ttix^ 
is the lhrowiDg-»tick, which, although moftt useful 
&od iDgenious. seems to be known only in two 
other countries. It is practically identical with the 
wonaera of the aborigines nf Australia, and it is 
also said to be known to some tribes on the bonks 
of the Ajnuuon, U in probably tafer, then, to 
assoiDc that the mere posscssioQ of a weapon really 
proves nothing. This throwing-stick » a device 
for hurling a dart with far gn^ater force thoa could 
be brought into pl^y by the unaided arni' In 
fact, it pmctiGUly Icnjflhcns a mam*A arm, and so 
giws him a vatt amount of artiliaal Uvera^ It U 
righleen or twenty inches in length, fitted with a 
pivot or ]oo«e hinge at one end upuu which the 
detacluble dart cm work fivcly. It has a thumb- 
bole itnd [tngcr-groov« ^ tlut it c^lq be hmUy 
grasped in the right bond. It \s used both for 
harpoons and bud darts. 

On tltc whuli;, the u^eight of argumrnt secvns 10 
bt against An Anwndin crigLn lor tbc Eskimos, and 
In lavour of an Amiic one. They are closely oUied 
Witt] the tiiliabit^nti of the Aleutian Iii^tnd^ and to 
perhaps Keith john»n is right when he believes 
that they croised froui their owu coutiiienl to 
AmenCA by the ^'natunl bridge, or ralher ilrpping- 
stoiKs.*' whidi thcM isUnds lorm- 
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The wort " Knyafc " whirh is the sHn-covcred 
atvjv of tlic; Eskimo, m.xy pi;(Ui|i» putnl U> tbetr 
origin. Dr. Itajte: Tnylor (lcri^v^d it from a primi* 
live word comiDon to the Yakut and Seljuk raOf£ 
in Asia. Acoording lo him the original meaning 
would be a ij4rck<overc4i cuaue. but in Uml« wIkfv 
akin has oi ncccs»ty to tiUcc thr place of oihct 
niateriaJ, ttic name has bc«n retained llioi:^ tike 
fabric: do«t Dol cxLit- There may, to say thr letiM, 
be Eome history contained m this ver>< small nut- 
ahdl. 

Agaiiii it seems likely that the perpetual Ivud 
odBtisg bctwr^n th^ various Indian tribes on the 
one hnnd,and the Eskimos on the othcnas wdl a^ 
the debatable hnd which Jieparatr* them, points 
to a diflerence of race. We should also bear In 
mind the Cone ol contempt wliidi the 1onni-r ^idopt 
in speaking of the btter — n fact of which use was 
made in upenjog Uiis ch:tpter. 

Prrhapit arfrumcnt from physical chftmcteriatics 
may not be worth much, for these may be loifuenced 
largely by climatic and other (wndillon-t. Bni 
whether worth much or little, tlie featuiet of the 
Eskimo* are in marked contrast with those of the 
Indians, and woiilU twm io ttpoak ui Japanese and 
Chinamen being near of kin. 

Dr. Rink believes in an Alaskan origin, but after 
weighing 'hr prot and coin* carefully, Dr. Boa* ^umi 
up : " I believe ih:ii an Alaskan origin of the Eskimo 
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b not very probable. IE puiv type and culture 
may be coivttdcn--d as li^niricanl. I ahould s*iy that 
the Eikimos wnt and nortJi vi HudwoS Bay 1iav« 
rctaiDexl their ancicnl chamcteristios more than 
any others. If their original home was in ,\laslca, 
wc nm<^ ^dd the hvpt^thMU thitt Ihdr diftpervon 
be^ui before contact wiUi the Indians. U tlinir 
homf was e:t^ ^f th<^ Maf:ki?iuie, the f^r^dual db- 

^pcnkH) and socnung gontoct witli other tribes 
ftcootuit lor &U the observed phcnomesvL A 
Enal sedation of tlus interei^ting qooation might 
be obtaij.^ by mc-^ns of archaeological research on 
the coast of Bering Sea." 

And there, su far u tliese po^ arc ctmocmcdt 
the problem must be lefL 

As to ijuvenuDcul amoii^ tJie Eskinjos, there Is 
afanost n:>thmg to br tnid, cKi^t th^t outsider the 
family it is practic^y non-existent* There are no 
chiefs owr trib«, no njlcni and no law*. It is 
true that wmetimes a mim wiU be recognized as a 
iort of leader, but this is due to hts ou-n persoaal 
cbuactcT, his ikiU as a htmter, or some otiier 
ahncst Acridrntal c?)rctim«tanc^ rather th;ti\ to any 

[lia«ditary right. 

Warfare, though perhaps not uncommon in former 

Llions, is now n^y unknown, ^nd disputes 

between tribe* do not nt^ir. Curtom is the only 

InJer, and ts tJw ooe unwritten law wliich is held 
op to be obeyed. Should a man make himself 
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paratatcntly r»hjcctiormb1c by ranstont violation 
of what t& cc^^iideU <i5 li^t iii Uii» w^}'. he is 
gm^mlly punl-tht^l 1)y n %or1 of ortradam ; but 
thift is rur^y resorted (o. In i^xtremc cues offend- 
fn have been known to be put out ol the way 
by Si stoii of judicial murder. 

Tbc love of peace charartcrses not only tbc 
tribes in tlidr relations witli one anotlicr, but alsck 
thr mdividual members of eaclj ooramunliy. " I 
have known." says Mn Pcck» " cases wlieret tutlicr 
than quarrel, the offended party has refrained froo., 
ictaliation in the slightest degree, and. witli ssooio 
simple condUatory remark^ has walked away," 

U may be pointed out in passing that if the 
accounts o! the extcnnination o! the ScandinaviAn 
colonics on the Greenland coast in the iiftccnth 
century, to whidi allasion lias already been made, 
be nt all accurate, that chapter of hist<)ry, as well 
a^ the records oi tribal wars among themscives, 
would indicate that the temper of the moderu 
Eskimo is vastly different from that of his SkrocUing 
progenitor. 

IV.rhapA the mniet important inquiry we can make 
about any people is concerning their religion. 

And her* a great deal might be said, for many 
fact» iitc kiiuwn.bul wc mu^t ci>iiti=nt ourselves, 
with a brief summ/kty. 

There is no system of woi'slup* and tlie religious 
idvflS of the Eskimos arc connected with the ucf^- 
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live pU4Ui(>n u( propiUaUon mther than with any 
po*itivc rrv*-rmcf ar love for God or gods. The 
c^use ol this is perhaps iliat tbt world U regarded 
afi governed by stipemalur^ powen, each of which 
b Uw owner of sumo ponicuLir object, or aaimfU, 
or pftsaon. The unsmi owner is the tnnua. Wc 
1iavehadt>LU»wu[d Uclore -^ applied to Uie Eakimcw 
by thfrmwlvei- Now the innua .v^nv* to hav«} a 
veT>' intimate connection with its obioct, just as 
the soui with tlie body, and, supentAtural though 
it is» it ftccms very ready to Ukc ofTenci; if ;tll its 
pn^iiidic4^ ^Tt not strictly regarded, Antl w> the 
ittiigion of thtte people consists diieAy in the 
obMTvaoce of a voM number of UhoM, wearing 
of charms, and other superstitious pmctiocs in 
order to avert misforttinp, 

A very long list of Hie taboos might be written, 
bot lei a few, enumerated by Dr, Boas, suffice: — 

" No work on sealskins roust be done during 
the caribou hunting season. Scal^mcat and caribou 
meat must not be eaten on the same day/^ 

"Hair of caiibou-skin^ mii« not be cut during 
the mnok-ox bunting reason." 

" Tba ttasks of walrus caught during the winter 
must not be taken out of the skulls until tlie hiter 
pajt of April/' 

" A person who has recently lost a relative by 
death must not pluck ducks, else the birds will keep 
away from the hunters." 
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" No work must be done for three tUyx after 
a bear or a ground seal has been luUed. The 
women must not oomb their hair/' 

"The bedding mu^ not be dUturbcd imtd laic on 
Ihediy when A ^nmzid seal has be«3icaugbt," and so 
on ad infimium. Ttn^oHgin of thesetaboos is impos- 
sible to find, though in aomo c*ses there are stones 
concemiQg tliem. For instance* walrua and caribou 
mittt net come in contact any more than stA\ and 
caribou* ofi in the firet taboo mcnti^nod above. This 
is accounted for by the dulike oi these animals for 
each other as indicated In the following tradi- 
tion : '* A n'oman created both these animaU 
from parts of her dothing. She gave the wah-iia 
;tntlcn ^nd Uic c^bou tusks. When tn^jn bcgaa 
to hunt therm the walnis upset the boats with his 
anUeis and the caribou killed the hunter witli his 
tusks. Therefore the woman called both animaU 
b^ck and took the tu&ks from the caribou and gavQ 
them to the walrus. She kicked the caribou's 
fonlicad flat and put the antlers on iL Ever since 
that time it is said thfit the u-alnis and caribou 
avoid each other, and tliv people must not bring 
the meat of these animab into contact." 

In further explanation why portions of the 
dead animals must not be t>Tonght into proximityj 
it is &;iid tliat the mjuI or innu;L of some sea animals 
stays with the body that has be*n killed for three 
days. Thcii it £[oes back to tlie diief goddess 
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from whom it rtri^iuitly proceeded, Sedna, H 
during tboc Uinw days any tnuisgresaioQ of a 
taboo has taken p\sc(^, the tnuisgrcs^on bccomca 
alt4ic]Md to the animal's soul uiid C4ufte» il ^aiti. 
And* nkorrover, il ts compell^i fo take this tnn^ 
graoifaai Uu:1c to the abode ol Scdiha. 

There ftre terrible accounts of starvation follow^ 
ing V s punbbment upon the violation of th<«e 
tflbocB^ No scab or whales or caribou or game 
oi any kind can be bagged by the hunter. 

In their extremity the peoplf. call in the Aervioes 
of the auigakok, who ]« the DugiciAH, sorcerer, or 
medidoe man. This man is able to Me the souls 
of people aod animaljK, and he does so Uirou^ the 
help of gmrdiaji or familuir spiriis (toniak). These 
famfiiar spdr1(s are tbem^v-^ ruled by one supreme 
ipirit. 

In the case of ackocs^ which has perhaps resulted 
Uota some unconscious tramgr^ssioti, tht^ angakok 
scats himself in the snow-house or tent with a. 
screen brtwef.n himself and the pcoiJc prtsicnt. 
Tlie lamp U almost extviiguishcd. He tikes off 
his outer fur coat, and begins to sway hid body 
backwards and forw^irdu hi Hit mo&t vioknt mAiiucr, 
a1 the same time rriY-ilcing thr mo^ tmearthly yrlls. 
Havh^ worked hunself up to a sUte of great 
excitement, he announces the arrival of his familiar 
sphit- The angakok (hen questions this spint as 
to the cause of (he present sickness and trouble. 
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Id rduru Ui« spuit givvs directioos lor Uic wtsixing 
of certain chftmu, abxiincncc fn>m pjirticular food, 
and oUicr matlets. Of these channs there b A 
considcrnble variety, bones and tot^th of animftb, 
pieces of deer skin in wliidi ^n slitcbcU up biU of 
deer flesh and sundry artidca equally cfficaciotxj. 
It is worthy o( note that in tases vdiere itic wilful 
tmTwgr«5ion of a taboo Km l.ikcn pbo*, confft^inn 
on tlie part of the offender invariably removes the 
calamity th^C n^uh^ as a puninhm^nt. In the 
c%£C of at f^uninc. for ifutanc^, Utc guilty pvivjo is 
sought. If hr> confr*fsrs, the Wftlswill aUow them- 
selves to be caught. If he obstinately maintains 
hi« inncf^rnc^, \wt de^th ;tJonc c-tn appeAse tbe 
offended deity. 

Mention was made of Scdua aa one of the chief 
deities. She has special dominion over ttie sea, tbe 
weather, and certain m-ankittU the creation of 
which is attributed to her. There art; vamtions 
in her story in dfflerent lociilities^ but the main 
feature* aie generally tlie same everywhere. 

"Scdna livrd with hrr father in the Eskimo 
country. She was a beautiful girl, and was wooed 
by many of the Eskimo yotiths. But to none of 
her tovcn> would she give her heart. At last, a 
fulmer, a kind of sea-^Il, wooed and won her 
Q^ections. Tlic bird promised her \l lovely teat, 
plenty of food, and everything that would gladden 
the heart of a fair Eskimo lady. Trusting bis 
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promisics. $«diia Imvdlod far awa^ with her fulm«r 
lover, and jit last cunc (o Us home. Bui sh? was 
grievou^y <U?appointod, for there wa> no suitable 
dwelling provided for her, and the food, which with 
great difficulty she obtauiod, was of the very 
co-incflt, poorest kind. 

"S^lyshebcwdUed her lot, and regretted having 
rejected her many lovers tn the far-oS land of her 
birth. 

"^At Usi her f&theTt in the iollowin^ yenr, ;ind 
when the weather was fine, went to pay her a 
vail, and thus became aware of the bitter dec«p» 
Uoo prictiacd upon h\5 daughter by her worthless 
huslnnd. FiJlc<l wiUi Mge tlve fatlicf killed the 
fulmer, and Iftlcing SednA into hift IxMt. he [vo- 
ceeded over the aea to tike place Irom wtuencv he 
caune. 

^Tbc other fulmcrs on returning to their home 
bcbdd with sorrow and rage the body of their deiftd 
oonapanion, and started in pursuit of Sednu and lier 
bther, 

"Flying with swift and vengeful wing across tho 
aeu they ipcfdily o\trtook thtf two Jiigitives, and 
tntsnt upon their revenge they caused a nu^ty 
storm to blow. Giant waves rose and thttateaed 
CO enpiU Sedna and her fatlier. The fatlier, 
thinking only of hi* own Mfcty, cast the onfortu* 
nate girl o\"ertx>ard, but ^ic dung desperately to 
the ganwaJv of the boat with both hand5. 
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"Tilt; mhumaji lather then tookupaliutchet and 
chopped off the tips ofhbdatightcr's fingers up to the 
Itfst joints. llie»e fuigec eacU dropp^ into die sea 
«nd tnmed into seal^ 

" Ag^tin thr ^rl gripix^ the gunwale of the boat, 
^d a^m her father brought down the hiUchet 
upon hei fmgcrs and severed the second i<3dt]t». 
These mutilated fragments also dropped into 
th« sea and became bearded aeaU. 

" Oncd more, in d^-i|iair^ the wretched SednaAeited 
the boat, and for the third time the unnatural 
father let his weapon fall and cm through the last 
joints. Tim stumptt ul the (inger& io a ^miktr maimer 
were turned into whales, 

"Tlie fiilmere. supposing that Sedna was now 
drownrd and settled with» cau««[ the wind to ccisc ; 
and when the stonn was thus suddenly stiUed the 
iather took his maimed child back into the boat, 

'*But S?dna*5 soul w-^ now filled with hate of 
her lather, and she nursed her purpose of revenge 
for all his diabolic cruelty* After they ntumed 
to their own I'jnd, she took an opportunity, when 
her hither was asleep, to set 3 pack of hungiy dogs 
upon him, who devoured (he soles of hi4 feel- 

" In a fierce wrath the father cunwd Sodna. bhn- 
sttlf, and the dogs, whcrropon thr earth opmed and 
swallowed up Sedna, her father, and the dogs, and 
ever since they have lived in the lower parts of th? 
earth/' 
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n* Eskimos thus not only attribute to StsdoA 
the creation of the ftca animals nameil. but they ilad 
bdicvc th;it the is th« caiuiw of the storms which io 
often swrcp ov«r their icy bnd and prevent thrm 
item siiooesafuUy pursuing tlieif huntiag expeditions> 

An annua] frs!iv^l known a* the Scdna Ceremony 
ie celebrated m the autumn. Tlio object of ibis is, 
&» the people say, " to onJef ^ind command that 
tbcrc shall be no more wind, and that the weather 
ahftU be only sitdi as ^lali $■> to the nxaking of a 
mccedsltil huntiac nfison." 

There seon to be two parts of the festival, one 
for the maiming or driving away nf Sedna. thi^ other 
com»ttng of rtjoicing in the Accomplishmeot of this 
ol^cct- 

In this ceremony the angakoet play an iniportaiU 
part, 

Fn»ec<]iDg:( oommcncc to a tonl by a line being 
coiled upon the floor in such a manner that the 
upper pact of Uiv coil foims a am:^!! cuvuIlu hale« 
Over this hole two angakoct stand, one holding a 
harpoon, and the otlier the line which \a attached 
td the harpoon. 

Another angakok. (c^tcd io another p^rt of 
the tent, sing* an cnliciiii; ^oufj with the object 
of aUuhng Sbdna from the under wocld. Her 
arrival i* known hy a blowing noise, nnd ihf nnga- 
kok tlien driven tlte harpoon into lits victim, who. 
though gricvoti^y wounded, m;wn$» to evape, and 
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to deftccnd to her dreary abode in Ihe nether re- 
gions. She Ie* however supposed for g. tmic to 
buve power to hurl the Eskimos, so they Ann 
diarms, which they wear upon their bnds to 
conntenict her sorreries, 

Sedna having been thus placed kart dt combai, 
the cvrnt is celebrated ntxX day by tht p^form- 
once of the EoUowing ceremonies :— 

A ctfcuu 15 made of the sfttl'^mcnt by the people, 
tliose who wexe bom in the winter weann^ partridge 
feathers in thdr hcnd-dresses, and those who were 
bom in the summer the feathers of the dder duck. 
Imitatmg the cdJa ot tiie birds which they scvcnily 
represent, the people pass round from toil to 
tent. 

The kw!pnr of the tents <a woman in every case) 
is expcctud to give them some prcseats, wliich 
she throws among the noisy crew, who scramblcfor 
tlie scattered gilt^ and then paa& on to the next 
t<mL 

The next pcrlonnwicc is the "Tug ol War" A 
seal-skin line is used, and tfiosc having partridge 
feathers in their lic^td-dre^s take one end of the 
line, and the cider ducks the other. 

The Iiauling and stniggliiig begin, wheu, if the 
p-irtridges win the day, fine weather for the winter 
wiU be tlie result. 

Next comes the ceremony of water sprinkling, and 
telling of tlie name and place of birth. Each person 
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boSdc his or bet drmkiag cup ; tlie eldest man 
tlh«n stcfM iorwvd, Uke% up «onic water, »priitkles 
a f^w drops on the fjound. turns bis kcc in the 
dttecliou ot the land where lie was bom, and 
Speaks h» name and the place of his birth. Thifi 
b next donr by a woman, and so on with the 
seaccs altcmatQly. until tiie whole of the commnruty 
has pe«fomied this ex(ra.ordinaty rite. 

After this follows the hst part of the ceremony. 
of whidi the details ore tuo revolting, by re^i&on of 
their immandity, to pLion before the readers of these 
ptgM, Sufllc* it to say that they ioim on lUiutra- 
tlon of St- Paul'* indictment of the Gentile wr>rld 
in ttie opening ehspterg ol his epistle to tlie Romans. 
In owoedion iritb this story of SrdnTi and 
rdigiouttdoclnnugcncr-dlLy.it isworthyof note that 
the Eskimo*^ rrmccption of the Spirit of Evil b 
tiflUke that of ^ny other nation. Tlie dcvd is 
feminme instead oi masculine- It may be sug- 
^ftfM tfaiLt possibly this is a distorted idea derived 
from the Biblical narrative m which Eve is the 
channel by which sin is introduced into the world- 
Notion* of he-Aven »nd a future state seem to 
be someiAtiat }iizy^ There is a certain conviction 
that th« hfr, with iU limited sphere of Action, does 
not represent the final end of existence. There te. 
probably, in tbe mind ol every E^kitno soiuo con- 
ception of a material heaven with abundance of 
■eab and the absence ol bliudnls, and to tliia be 




4S THK LIFE i>¥ t, J, 

may itotne d;iy ;ittajii. For Ihc good go to this 
ptifr, vi;j., thow whf> hai-e bci^n kind tn thdc 
ncighboui^, those who have been drowned, those 
who have been killed while hunting ; aUo wooMni 
who have clJed in child-btrtji. 

On the other hand, murderers, and thoac who 
liave been amgry with, ^nd genenilly uokiixl to, 
thdr ncighboun go to the Und which is bdovr. In 
this region stonns n§Q ; the cold is intense, and 
utimal Mt it acaroe. 

Stories told by ttie people th^nsclves DluKirttd 
hoprt of a better worid more graphirAlly 
than xtny word& of explanation. An old Eskimo, 
who in his tinic hnd been i mighty hunter, told Mr« 
Peck one day Uiat many years a^ he had seen a 
vc^ry wondi-rful sral. its Ui was w> thick aod it 
made Ihr cjeature so buoyant that it ooold not 
divo when pursued by the bunlers. This ftg^ 
Nijnrod explained matters by assuring his visitor 
that such se^Is fall down Jrgm itcavcn, and tlut the 
bliss of the future state consists in the number of 
;iat seals, reindeer, and other coveted animals that 
will be found above. 

Another d.iy an E&kiino woman narrated with 
evident f=inr«rity how she had been away inland 
with a number of people who were Jiunting rein- 
deer. Suddenly they heard a wonder^ noise do&e 
at tuind.and, looking in the direction of the sound, 
they saw the carcase of a fat reindeer which, she 
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ttid, had fftUcD down fioin htMvm. Wc use th« 
phiUM "it B raining c&ts ftnd dog«/* Is thrrc 
any connection betwittn tJm and Eskimo ideas 7 
PoMibly «omc, though probably not m.iny, among 
OS hope to find heaven very thickly populated wHh 
our <loTnc3tic pets* 

TiKaw fat gnimaJs, howcv^. arc special foretastes 
of what iscommg. They arc samples of the hwivwily 
aeabandrdndeer Tlie orUmary sea monstenwhidi 
IhcEskimoihtintdAybyd-iyhAVp a lower, Jin CMthly 
or watery ori^n, as wc h^vc already seen. 

Afiother mlerc^ting If^rttorc in the cxetd of the 
Eskimo is & shadow of the doctrine of pfopitiation 
by mu4AS of ^AcriAos 

On the north-«Mtem xhor^ of Hudson's B^y, 
parts of ail animal kiUod in the cfaisc axt cut oQ> 
and (h« Eskimos ^eak of this slain onc*s akkii^^ 
[ie. its jay or ransom], and it is considered to be 
a mctuA of Appeasing the creature for the life taken. 
fThis has doubtl<^ a refertncc to the sptrii or in- 
ma of the animal 

Agaia. in Hudson's Bay, in cases of sickne^, the 

angakolc questions the Kick man :ia to his past life 

deeds, and, after rtceiving th<T coaCeanon, 

will order one of the sick man's dogs to be abun. 

mtbee^'idcnt belief that the hfeof the dog makes an 

itODcmait for the man's Avit dc<^d5» and thnt atone* 

'■Deal liaviQg be«n made, tho sick man will recover. 

"I have known," writes Mr. P^ck b this con- 
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Decticm, " a sick man who was scarce able to cr&wl» 
and who txid no ingakok at Iiuid, nuna^rd to loa<l 
his gan ^irxd with great difliailty shoot his dog, 
bopiD^ to recover by merit of bis sacriJke, thoti^ 
the »*qiid to hut rui waA not a cun, for he dii^d 
of Ihc m;ibdy of which he was suffering," 

AgaiD, the Eskimo has a tradition of the flood. 
According to Dr. Bo^, in bU work on Th^ CfftUrnt 
Eskimos, the following acconnt is given of their 
tndition of Ihe Delude :— 

"A long time ago the ocean suddenly began to 
rise until it covered the wfioLc l^nd. \V1icn the 
flood hnd subsided the ice stranded, and ever since 
hm Jurmed a cap upon the mountiun summits. 
Many ahellfiah, fish, scaU and wh^lrs were left 
high and dry, and Uieir aliells and bones may l>e 
seen to this day. A great number of Eskimcxs died 
during ttiis period, but many others who, when ihe 
wntcr\ rose, had takpn to their kayaks were 
saved." 

There is also a remarkable Mory of the cre'ttion 
of the fit^t woman, which may be some tusy relic 
of the Biblical record. Though worthv of insertion, 
it must be stated tjiat it s%ms to be a somewhat 
IocaI tradition, and possibly it is not accepted by all 
Eskimos, 

"The man (no tradition is given of how man was 
created), feeling very lonely, went out one day wbea 
the sun was sbiiung. and when the eaftb wv in 
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some measure ttiawed. Takbj; -umf d;iy, he made 
on ima^ liTcc nntQ tiimsdf. He W3S not, howevier, 
aiti^ifd with his woikmanship, and blew upon 
tlie tna&s of day with tlie object of blowing it down. 
But ;di be blew upon the duy image it niddmly 
became endo^A'ed with life and beauty, and he tlius 
obtained a wife and companion," 

Ejdou^ has bocn saiJ, pcrhups. to give the reader 
Mme genera] idea, at Any r^tr, of th<- rcTigion of the 
Eskimos- It is impo^ibk to be exhaustive, for 
%x>Jumc£ mi^ht be written upon this subject. The 
lew Inddents, stories, and practices here ndrmted 
Idl us thiK mud], that tliere is in the northern and 
deai^tG regions of the earth a man of Mnccdon 
raising bb cry 10 the great ChnstUn Churdi« " Come 
over u>d bdp \»l" 



CHAPTER UI 



THE ESKIUOS AT KO»E AND AT WORIL 



" b Dol tli« Uftt man llua mMt *iA tbv 
body tlUTi r»ini«ni > " 

"Wnrk , , . fnr Ihe me*t uhicb »badvth 
intu BtoriuJ UEe ' " 

" Giv« yts thfiin to etkl." 

IF we wish 1o make friends with people we muat 
know Uieni in the home circle and family life 
Now wc wish to become Ihe (riends of the Eskinti^s. 
Then we must cnler their homes and live with them. 
We sliall have to go down Jew on our hands and 
knees to crawl through tlie doorway, not much more 
than a hole, which is tlic t^trance lo ihe Eskimo's 
igfo or snow-houae — his winter dwdling-placc. 

Frozen snow is easy to work, and therefore very 
adaptable for building purposes. So this is tha 
Eskimo substitute lor bricks and morUx. When 
a man wishes to build his igto he describes it nni^ 
drcle Olid pUces his blocks ol snow round in oider^j 
Then tier upon tier of bloclci iIhca in circle afti 
drde, cAch layer oi smaller diameter thao the cue 
bcloWr until at la^t one block fills up the empty 
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space and the dome b complete. Interstices bc- 
twvcB the bkicks arc &Ued up by the womeo ouid 
diildrea wh3c the men build the vrAls. ft is 
amntng liow quickly u family will get under cover* 

house capable of nccommodAiing a family of six 
can be finislicd id two hours, while one (o iicconi- 
modate one or two )iunten when travelling, which 
u needed only for si long n^ht's shelter, wiU rise, 
tike a mushroom, in an hour. 

The sleeping place in *uch structures is formed 
by le^vui^ a portion of the snow-drift out of which 
Ihc blocks (or the walls were cut- This criginaJ 
bank aerv-ea as a couch. On it is spread a mat 
m^e from a kind of willow. Two or thtee layers 
of thick reindeer skin are plaoM on top of the mat, 
lWmJ Um blunkets, m;Lde of softer reindeer skin, arc 
round the sleeper. 

Spe^iiig of snow-bouses, Mr. Peck says : 

" I may say that they are fairly comfortable pro- 
vided the weather is calm, and when one is well 
provided with plenty of ^^tod rexiide«r*skb, socks^ 
etc But in stormy weather one's position in a 
mow-houv is not to be envied. In any case, it 
stands to reasoo tliat, ^ould the temperature with* 
In the home rise above freedng-point, the inmate 
baa thai the cotnlbrt of fcclbg drops of water cool- 
ing hb head and ^e, and in anf^n ol a pronouncied 
thaw outside^ I have known the whole roof to coU 
lapaa. How delightful I" 
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Such is the chief kind of winter dwelling of the 
Eskimos on lh« coasts of Hudson's Bii>\ Cumber- 
kuid Sound, and xiKMiy otlier parts. Elsewhere 
different modes of buildiDg axe met witb- 

Into one of these houses let iis enter and lofm 
part of the fuiuly cirdc, 'Vhc licad of the houac, 
like every Eskimo, \& z hunter. As the days are 
ihorl, the hours must be eeonomi/ed. t-ong before 
the dim light mokes itself evtdtmt the hunter is up. 
His wife pots a fresh supply of blubber into the 
lamp and trims tlic wick, and the sledge is made 
nrady. Should Uie houseltotd larder contain any 
meat, the hunter takes a momtng meal ; but if. as 
is often the case, llie larder is of the Motlier Hub- 
bard type, then the poor Eskimo has nfinr. 

Fasteniag his do^ to his sledge he then drives 
over the frozen waste tiU he arrives at a favourably 
Spot for sealing. 

During the tune tiiat llie hunters are away the 
women employ themselves in making or rrpairing 
the clothing or footgear of thdr husbands and 
children. When we remember that every article 
of wearing ^ppanel is made of the skins of the ca^ 
tured animals, and that before they arc tit to be 
sewn they have to be prepared at a great cost of 
time and labour by the women, it is easy to under- 
stand thi^t, as ia dviUied England so in the land of 
snow-houscs and skin clothes, " a woman^s work is 
never done." 
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Tbc women have other duties, however, bcsidca 
makiD^ and mending dothea. There art tht lamps 
I0 be Uiou^tt of. and -these make no tmnll dumund 
on thrir tim'r- 

Iq many regions the Eskimo lamp U still made ot 
stone; the wirk is generally prrparrd Jrom mos, 
and b kept at a proper height by means of a stick, 
*o that the Ump will not smoke, A vovt amoiwl 
of practice is needed before th» object atn be 
attained with any degree of certainty. 

Blubber supplies the oil that la needed. It is 
prepared by beating it with a l^ge bone with a 
heavy md* and when beaten almost to a pulp, it 
b cither placed in Itie bmp m tliin funn or hung 
OD a Cf089-piece of wood some little distance above 
the flaine of the Ucip. The heat of the llame tlieu 
nv^h^ the blubber and cause?; it to drip into the 
Ump below. 

It must not be supposed that cooking is con- 
sidcnd to be a necaaiary acoumpaniment of food. 
An Eskimo can thoroughly enjoy a gmxl meal of 
nw seal's fiesh and blubber, as we mf«nred from 
the meaning of the name mentlonMi in the last 
chapter. But ncverUiclcfis the food, or a portion 
of Lit b sometimes cooked, and if there is meat In 
the hcnue, the wife oftca b enga^fed in ptt=ixuing 
H a^mst h^ 1ord*s rHum. Kettl(«, hke the. lamp, 
made of stone, are kept for this pufpos«> 
The children vpend mo«l of their time in play. 
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Out of doors tbcy make inaaliife 
■lick dawn mftfl bdincs opoa dcdfca* «r 
' to ihrjr IjtvovftU gau&e of lootbtl. Thn hat, 
ever, ibould more strictly be dDed ImMwI^ for 
Ibe Ml Uidkr, iHild> Ukes tbe pKn ol ibe bdl. 

If Uk wcatfafT tfaooU be bad, tad n anseqaaoe 
Ibqr iCwqU fat OQBfin«d to the iMt, tbQT faam nnow 
gMnet^ocwtpondJngtooofcopaod htl, cei'»<ndlB, 
and otbctm which will keep thcia anwsed for bovn; 
the pirtnU of nMBtT chtUrcn anafce toy JcdgCi> 
bowY and uiowBt ginnnit* (made of wood) tor dw 
dnili, fiAd 9vcb tike to keep tb« littlr ooee luppy. 

Belt tunid oil tbcir pUy, viiictbcr H be out of 
doon or ID, the return of Ihetr father from the bimt 
is KcBted loog bdore be nad^s the raow-bouMi. 
wlien, II he >hovld have proved f occ tt erfol, a very 
bvety >ccQo cftsnes. With shrieks of Mi^ tbe 
childmi yell : *' NeUQ):pok, netnikpok 1 " (He has 
caught ii tcsU, he has cau^t a seal 1} 

The wiv^ tum out and bdp their bnsl 
imhamces the dogs. The haniess b coiled up 
■ide the Iwtiw, while the »lrdfce U oitty\ put upon 
Uie tup, Tbc spoil also is hauled inside out vi the 
way of the dogi- 

The M-iil is then vkiiutod and cut up, quite a 
ntunbor of people Mmctinne^ congregating In the 
■uoccidul hunter's hou8o. and parUkiDg with very 
evident gusto of pieces of the ^ory meat. 
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After supper the men gv^na^Ily hnve a chat about 
|tbe day's hunting and Uieir succease^ and U they 
not dmw the lon^ bow quite as strongly as the 
Tbiftl dsJicTTncn who, at the riverside liiiii 
dilal« upon thctr piscatorial successes, they at least 
.prove tiiat» wh[m it comes to sporting tiilk, the 
Eskimo sportsman is very near aJdn to ivs civilized 
confrtre. 

Over these chat« the friendly pipe h smoked with 
evident relish, both women and men indulging u 
the tmmortaj wevd." 

The Eskimos, like ruiilors, will endurr any hard- 
t, lori^K^ almost any oeceasary of Life, if only hy 
mfan?t he can secure hi% mucb'lovfd tobiir«>. 
At thew smoking concerts the people will sit up 
■qnhe laic, cspedaJly if there be plenty of meat in 



Wh«n the last lingenng visitor h^s taken his 
t, a block of snow is fitted Into tha tiny 
in the base of the house. This is done to keep 
the place wann ; 2 small bole, howevur, is made in 
the roof by way of a ventilator. 

Tti«se pix^pjialious for Ute ai|{bt having bt<en 
completed, the people ^irip off all their gnrmontH, 
then wmp tb^mMlves in fur blankets, and deep as 
sound all through the night as a twelve-year-old 
boy At get-up time. 

In deiilmg with the home life it must not be for- 
gotten Uul the EUumo is disUagui&hv'd loi- hospi- 



^ THE UFE OF E, J. PECK 

tdlty. Hoi^t travtdleis ^i^rec tlut he will suflfr 
nlmn^t uny personal incfmvf.nimr^ nilhcr than fail 
in Uii9 nspecL 

Custom allows a man to make ir^c with btt neigh- 
bour's house. U he enter ait iglo and there hap- 
pens to be scal'« meat or blubber at hand, h^ will 
take his knife, cut oiT a huge piece. aniJ cat uwLy 
with perfect sang froid, aod this, too^ at tim^ with- 
out the introductory remark of. '* bectaac I am 
hvngry, ihettfort shall I eat."'' 

Such arc our frtends in winter, and most of ibcir 
year is vrint«f. In summer (hey live in tents, Atid 
their outdoor life necessitates v;iriation« from the 
jLbove desciiptions. Se^ichtug for «L[ielllisli. octtiog 
salmon and tmtit, huntlnf^ rf^indetr, are all familiar 
occupations in diSexeni localities whicb lill the 
day, 

JLet us next enter the outhtting department ol 
the E^kimof( and look roimd. With God's vroodrotift 
biumony of Providence, food ^uid dotbliig idngQ* 
kuly allied are fotmd to hand* and of tho most, nay, 
the only, suitable character for the climate. Ttic 
most elowly-wovcn woollen g^nncnt^ of the thickest 
aiidoi \Xx*i vtiy w^uicst, diOicE^sL quality ^rcat times 
iitteHyinnde<]unt<^tokeep out the piercing winds of 
those awful Arctic wastes, and this even if gamituit 
should hti piled upon garment until the human 
form t>; almost mununified in its wrappui^ 

But dothcd in God'^ special proviaiont the skins 
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of reindeer, seal, eider duck, an Ee^uino can brave 
the fierce!^ winds or the mo«t pitrdng cold. 

Two suits of clothing arc used, the inside ^it 
being made so that (h<^ hjr is turned inwards 
next the skin. The outer garments are made 
in tlie opposite manner, vii,, witl* the (ur turned 
outwarda. U is nt^c^s^ary for wanntTi to h^ve these 
twc» fuf suits ; and not only so, no fastenings or 
openiBgn are made in either the front or back, other- 
wise the paietr4ting cold would etiect ait entrance, 
Tlic coat is slipped over the tir^d in a sack-like 
fashion. Fur socks protect llic ieel» and over Uiebe 
are wnm long hoot* made of ft^il'tkin. 

The only practical differcDcc between tho dress 
of the women and that of the men omsists in a kind 
of Uul, u Hap-like appcndaije to the coats of tlict furracr^ 
andinthcadrlition of .ilnrgf hood, which is fitted to 
the collar, in which their babies are cairied, Thi^ is 
the quaintest of infant pcr^imbiU^ttors, The littie 
round, flat f.icr, ^nd the bendy dark cvc^ of the baby 
peep upon the wintry wilds outside from the snug 
depths of tlic great fur hood of the motlier. The 
latter shtifflrs Along with n. pmiliar motion of the 
^ouldert, tminniing alt the time one of those lul- 
labies which only mothers know how to ting and 
btbies to undcrstaod- IE these eflorts arc not sue- 
ceuful in pAcilytng the little one, a piece of raw 
seal's ment or bluht)er takes the place ai the 
teething ring or the " lollipop" with us. The gory 
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Of oily mot^d generally produces a magicil ^Qcd. 

SJdiM of the cidfT duck, which Arc ^^*^ ma/At up 
into clothing, are rc^rved almost oicdufiively for 
the ba^bics. 

Tlw Eskimo displays a giviit accuracy of eye, 
OS was expcTicno^d by Mr Pcok. He was io 
waat of a new fui «uit. and accordingly the 
tailor w^ called in. He took no mf^A.«iin^nimt ; 
he timply turned Mr. Peck round and studied hia 
figure, went away, and in due time brought th« 
dothc», which proved to Im an adjniiaUc 6t. 

No picture of the home life pcrhAps ought to be 
redded as compkte without some few remarks 
concern mg that which produce* it— mamage. 
Children arc usually betrothed by their relatives at 
a very early age ; but these engAgemciit^ are socn^ 
times broken o5 later on. When thi* dutdren 
rtach maturity the gid learns the duties of a house- 
wife, Aa soon aa the boy is ablo to provldr_ ffir a 
family and the gwl tan do her acceuary wt^k, th« 
couple arc allowed to mirry. In cases where no 
betrothal has taken place in duldliood, men loc^ 
out for wives a& soon as they arrive at tiic age of 
maturity. Somctim-*^ thr service* of a mediator or 
matrhmAkcr are secured. After the marn;ige has 
taken place the young people generally bc^in lifs 
with the parents oC the bride : and if the husband 
utd his wife belong to dillcreat tiibes the former 
must job that of the latter. It is not until after 
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the dcAth of his parent9-in-!aw that the. nuin is com- 
plctdy his owD m^^tcr. 

The list of tilings iiec(?ssary for starting house- 
IcGcpin^ is aji extremely limited one. The bdy 
needs her sewing materials — a drcular knife for 
cutting out «kin g^rnicDts, a ston^ kettle, And a 
Jamp. The guDtlcman's outfit consists of hia 
dogs* ftiedge and hunting weapons. He jotnii no 
bdldingsodety ; purchases no building site ; knows 
no l^uidlord, no tax-gatherer, no rate-collector ; 
leases and aigrccments are fartlter removed from 
him Ukui tlie myths of the Greek*; he knows 
only one system of dwelling upon the earth, 
namely, that of God's ftechold, and he buiJds his 
Rncm-housc or pitches his trnt, neeording to the 
-aeuoo, when he will ; and when game h fairly 
ibandant he ftppeart to le^^d a very happy hfe. 

Polygamy i& not common among the Eskimos ; 
it is not, however, regarded as improper. It J* 
probably the difficulty of providing for more 
than one wife and limily which keeps the prac- 
tice within bounds. Divorce is quite common, 
and wive* ait put away at times for the mo?t frivo* 
louG caofiCE. It may be readily understood thitt the 
sanctity of the marriage bond cannot be h^^ in 
very high estimation when religion ilKE;1f or friend- 
tliipcannotoaly sanction, b\:t demand, a temporary 
exchange ol lidvcs. 

Widows ace gcnev ally cared for by their relative:^. 
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Orphans are often adopted by the relatives ol the 
(icccdsed, t1 in abo by no mc^nK unanrnnon Ic 
tind orphan boys adopted by those who have no 
male cliildren ol their own. The prospect of the 
boys being Mc to keep them in their old age is an 
mc4^ntive to tliis action. The treatment ol children 
is genoTiUy very mild. Tliey are not scolded, 
whipped, or subjected to any oorponil punishment. 
Infanticide has been practised, but probably only 
Icm^lc children or children of widows and vndowef) 
have been murdcnx] in thh way. The rroson for 
it in the difficulty ol provision only. 

Wc nnrt turn to thr outdoor life of the Eskimo, 
and examine it in &cizie of its dstaJlSp Let us look 
first at his means of locomotion. 

The sledge is bis t^imge; dogs an; hi» motor 
power. 

Speaking of the West Coast of Hudson's Bay, Dr. 
Boas says that in old time, wlif.n wood wad sc&feCr 
^ledg^ were sometimes m^de of walrus hide, cot 
lengthwise, rolled up tightly and then froica. Now 
tliey aie frequently made of wood where it can be 
obtained. They vary in size according to the 
material available- The authority just quoted tdfe 
us that tliey are about i6 feet long, and Ihc mnnera 
arc placed from i8 to 32 inches apait. TlieHc are 
Bomctimes made of steel, which is obtainiHl from 
traders ; sometimes tliey are of bone. 

In extremely cold weather these runners are often 
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cattd with day, and over the day water is poured, 
Wbim the watvf«d cUy has been c-arefuUy amootlwd 
wirh .1 Icniff, a gbi^slike surface is stcunvi, whirh 
m^cs the travelinig ^jeculiarly «wy. 

The nmncTS arc kept upright and m position by 
cnMa-ban» of wood, which Jire U»he<l to them, llic 
fore-part of the rtinncr ctua-cs upwards about three 
feet from the front to prevent its sticking m tlie 
humjiucka of snow or ice. 

It is aiiDut ncedlcf^ to point out that tlcd^og 
often makes the greatest demand upon one's poiieera 
of endurance, but ttic imperturlxLbJe cJieeruitAJi of 
the Eskimo h always equal to it, Throngh blinding 
dfifts and blasts of cruel cutting wind tlie travdler 
hat to pre» on to his f^. 

Onoe ft party of Eslumos tt;irti:d own* the fm^en 
Mt fof little Whale River from an island fifty 
mfks tivay. A terrific gale arose aUtr their 
depaxttirc, and so blinding way the drift that they 
eould not po«bJy see the route they should pnnme. 
Knowing, however, the directiou uf the wind, they 
steered a mtigh cmmc Undwnrds. 

The fii^t nigbt they built themselves a rough 
shetler of snow, and made another start n^xt morn- 
ing- The wind und drift were uguin against them, 
but atili they prei^'V^ on, and finally succeeded tn 
rcndibg a point some two miles to the north of 
Little Whole River. 

They were disappoioted to find that they h^d 



5^ THE LIFF, OF E. J- PECK 

just mi'aed the actual eatnuace to (he river. 
Two miles out, oi coiiisc, after so perilous and 
difficult I?) joumcy^ was a very rriDing matter; 
yet, tliough very iew, even oatives would have per^ 
^t^ in facing the drift as tfacy hod done, thdr 
chagnn at missing tlic actual mark w^ great, 
they were not spared the mirth of ihcir ctu( 
cuuntrymen whom tlicy found at the post, and to 
%i4iom they frankly confessed their blonder. 

The dogs are a very impvrtaat feature ia the life 
and occupation of an Eskimo, They vary in num- 
ber, accoEdJng to the wealth of the owner and his 
ability to keep them from starving. Each doR haa 
a Bepanite hameSE, This Is gener;Llly made of seal- 
skiziK One part is litlfd over the dog^s head : two 
other pieces go over the cliest and under tlic fore- 
leg, and are joined (tether at the back oi the dog. 
At the point of junction is attached the peto, which 
isjfcvery strong Line or trace, fastened to tiie sledge- 
Thcsc traoes are not all the inimc Icn^h, but they 
are tied so that the leading dog is well in advance of 
the one coming after, 

"Dog driving." says Mr, Peck, "is certaiDly 
enough to try the patience of any man, Hie Ion; 
veal lines by which the doffs are attached to the 
aledgc often become a perfect tangle, caused by 
the lra.l»t of the aaimaL> ol wildly rushing itbout 
from one ?dde to th<! other, especially when they 
im^ine the long whip, which the Eskimo driver 
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uses with such &kiU. U on its vny tluou^h the air 
lor their paiticuhr benefit. If the hauling lines uc 
not cleared in time, a hopeless muddle ensuos, One 
or mere of the tails of the dogs will become entingled 
tn the tinett, mother will get his foot tied up, ^d so 
OO* until ihc howling and yapping bccomos som^ 
thiAf fearful, and the skdge is stopped, the dogs are 
lihcntcd from their scveml plights, the lints are 
desired once oiore, and all is fair sailing. 

The difficulty a European experiences in driving 
A iLcdgc ind Eskimo team of dogs is well described 
by Kane in his book on Arctic exploration. 

" I have been practising till my arms ache. To 
drive such an equipage a certain proficiency with 
the whip i5 indispensable ; which, like all profi- 
ciency, TTUut be worked for In fact, the weapon 
h«» an exercise of its own, quite peculiar, and 2S 
hard to leam as single-slick or broadswoitL 

" The whip is six yards long, and the handle but 
16 inches — a short kver, of course, to throw out 
Eurh a len^ of seal hide. Leam to do it, however, 
wHb a masterly sweep, or else make up your mind 
to forego driving sledge ; for the dogs ire guided 
solely by the Lash, and you must be able to liit not 
only one particular dog, one of a team of t^t-clvc, but 
to accomp^iy the feat aLo witli a resounding crack. 
After this you will i^d that to gt^i your la^h back 
involves anotticr dith^ulty ; For it is apt to entangle 
itself among the dogs and lines, or to fasten itseli 
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cunningly mtmd bita of ice, ao u to drag yon ht<ul- 
ov«r-b<»U into tlic imow. 

"Tht aecict by which thi^ complicated tet oE 
reqatroiKab i* fuliUlcd consists in properly dcscnV 
ing an arc from ihc shoulder with a stifT elbow, 
giving the jerk to tlie wrhip-handle (roui (lie lund 
and wrist -ilrmr.. The laah trails behind you as you 
travel, ajid when tliiown forward is allowed to ex* 
lend itself wJlhmit an effort to bring it back. Voti 
wut patiently after giving Hit; prujcclilc tmpuise 
imtil it unwinds its slow Irnglh, n«ch« the end 
of itB tetber,and cnicks to tell you that it is at its 
journey's end. Such a crack on the car or lore- 
foot of an unfortunate dog is signified by a hovd 
quite unmistakable in its import." 

Tlie avenige day's journey in the winter time is 
thirty mile^ but in the spring, when the days are 
loDgcFt and when thu ice i$ in good condition, 
distances of sixty miles in a day hAve been 
tra\elled, 

Eskimo dogs are of a most pugnacious character, 
and if they think they can take liberties with 
the driver they -pill Mop and i-'ngage in a kind of 
froc fight among themselves— a sort of canine 
Kilkenny. This is particularly liable to occur idiould 
there be any strange dogs in the team. 

The dog is also remarkable for sagadty and 
powers of endumnce. When tra\xUefS have thou^t 
thenudves lost in blinding snow-drifts, they have 
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bMOi SAved Again and 3ga.in ^mpiy hy ^illowrn^ tb^ 
dogs to have their h«^ds. With uaerrui^ sceol 
ihey brinf; them saHy to 40mc enrnmpmenl. 

And how cunning they an;. One day, after ho 
h4d be«n tivmg among the people seme time, Mr. 
Peck describes how he was tnLVulling ever the 
iroxen waste. One Edlcifno companion whs with 
hint- They had been spinning along at a capital 
rate, but thcii, he My$ : " Ait our feel became chilled 
we both (this was exccediDgly imwiac. I conJess) 
got off the slrdge at the same time. Thr Irading 
dog, a knowing old feUow. realuing what tlie sudden 
diminuhtog of weight meant, looked back^ and sec* 
ing both of us niiuiing by the ddc of the sledge, 
mddenly act oH at a Hying p^cc. and in vpitc of all 
oar cries to stop the ruonwny team and the use of 
aH our r«icing power*, we were ftoon left Ur behind. 

" Our position was not to he envied. Everything 
«rc poucwcd wa« en that alcdgc ; we were far, far 
away from all human habitations or setilemcnta, 
and tlie wind cut hk« a knife. Fortunately the 
weathea-was dcrar, and wr could icc the track of the 
aMgs acnna the ^now : so, panting ctnd blown, we 
foU&wed tlie fugitives, hoping, praying t)iat the 
fledge would get stuck up somewhvn^ amid tlic 
hmiiRkocky toc^ which, to our joy, as wc pressed on, 
we saw piJed up ahead in the iiiimedbte trade of 
the ranawnyiL Wc knrw that our descrler* enuld 
n«ver draw the sicd^c: unaided through tliat rugged 
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ice maiA thai loomed in the distance* and Mat 
enough, pn^Kcntl)-, the sledge got jammed under a 
boutdf^r, 

" Tlie dogs tugged =md liowled, but at ki^ gave up 
the job in driqmir, And whtn we finally Arrived on 
the scene they looked up at us in the droUeet main- 
ner, ai much u to say. ' YouVr^ got tis, it's true, 
but it is not our fault.' " 

Tfacn, too, how rapacious U the Eskimo dog. '* 1 
buve known/' writes Mr, Peck, "one ot them die 
irom the effects of rating n dishdoth. Another, on « 
OMt^in occasion, ^ctUc^lIy made a good meaj of a 
drew belonging to Mrs. Peck's servant, a gkl we 
had at our first station, Fort George, The dress had 
been bung out to dry " 

We now glance ut the hunter. He has to seareh 
for his chi&f g^me, th? seal, over the froicn sea. 
Hie noghbcurhood of his prey is indicated by a 
hole in the ice. White the ice is still Ihin tlie seal 
makes lioles f^r bre^ithing^ and he keeps them open 
by repeated visits duEuig the winter. 

Having dbux^vcrod a hole [and each seal hoB 
several) the hunter buildi a wail of amow to shelter 
himself from the piercing wind, and patiently sits 
watdiing. hour after hour, with his haipoon ready 
for ufte, until a pmiliar, unmistakable Uovriog 
SQUitd announocs the anival of the seal. 

Silently, stealthily he rises, poises hia harpoon 
over tile breathing iiole— whidi in the winter 



ESKIMOS AT HOME AND AT WORK 63 

time is not larger Ihnn a crown piece— and drivcti 
his dGidLy weapon down tbroi^igh the hole. 

If he i* fortunulft enough to bavo struck the sea! 
(ojid they rwUy make com paia lively few misses), 
he dc^ais away the ice round the tiny orifice with his 
tok (tee dui«lj untU the hole is large enough Co haul 
the sc&i tliTOUgh CD to the 5urf:icG of tlie frozen 

If the hunter poMfiwcs a aledge and has it with 
him, he loads hU ^mc upon it. and wiUi the E«kiinD 
equivalent for "Now then, awny with you!*' to 
bin dop, he is soon tea;iti|$ homewards with a ten- 
pound -wv^ight-of-^caJ-mrnt appetite. If htj ha* no 
aledgc witlj hbn. be secun^ hh harpoon line to the 
g;inic, .tnd with the line a%'er his shoulder he hanls 
home his catch. 

It U not at all an imconunon thing for an Eskimo, 
shdtca'd only by lua H'all of ^tnow, to wait a whole 
day, and c^'co throufth the night, at a sr.^l-hole 
^Wfaila the tempeiature 15 ranging from 30 to 40 
depiecft below £4^ro. 

Cases arc not wanting where, sleep having over- 
tjJcea tl*e hunter, he ha» become paxlially or wholly 
lamed for hfe from ffOf^t bite in his feet. 

After oU hb watching^ should he not nicoeed tn 
ctptnmg hi£ game he wili even then return to his 
-boufte, tnghl, dieerful. phjJosopliical. making 
'jome common, free-and-easy rcm^irk in njfercncc 
to hi» noo-6uoc<ss, and tiicn proceed to rcpaif or 
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arrange his hunUng-gear, or prepftrc h» do^-h^ 
for niinlhf!r jnum^y. 

ineoiueloc^ituK, onacoountof thcctTCDgtbof the 
3ra current and the winds, rhc iot floe docs not eX' 
Und far frcrni the Lind. and ast tlic »c^ prefer lo 
Uow in open water, the Eskimos T<:pair to the cdge^ 
o( tiu floe; and iilioot tliQ seals tliat lo&y bappeo 
come within rangc- 

B«sid«j4 hujiUng walB, the Eskimo lays 
out for Ui* capture of reindeer. Polar beats, twdi 
Bud ID fact anything that he cam by «ny mcani 
entrap. Bniv-ery and daring ohanic-tcrvc him m 
all Im pursuits. If he does not possess a gun, he 
wiU lash a kntJc to the end of cl stout staEi ^nd attack 
a bear with this rude woipon of offence, ft aJmoat 
n^iiundti Its of the strtphng R"'"K to ti|^it the ((iant 
with the sling and pebble from the bmok, 

A mait named Augeak, a native of HudsooS Bay, 
mft walking along fhe cosist one day in the vicinity 
of Uttk WIiaIg River. He carried with him 2 sin^e* 
barrelled gun. vrWich forttmately happened to be 
loaded. Quite suddenly he notioed a lar^e pjick of 
wolvcd racing down the rock-bound coast dirrct for 
him. 

Perfflctly eonl hp watched them, and saw thai the 
leader of the pack was a very old bea^t, with a ra^od 
and far from Ix'auliful coat, and therefore anything 
butmitublcgamefarpurpo^soE ttiefurtr-ide. CooUy 
noting all this, the Eskimo deliberately Hng;lod out 
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another wodT with & be^uUful toni, ^otd hieiL The 
ihot took cfFcrj, and thr hra^t fell dead, when fortu- 
luldy for Nimrod the whole pack of wolves as though 
sdzt^d with panic, flt>d by tlie way they had come. 

Whatc\i-r our ide^ of the ferocity of the wolf iu;d 
Polar bcflr may be, the Eskimo evidently shares 
none of our fc*u or dread, as is instanced by the w^y 
he will sometimes lure wolves, which he sees in thft 
dUtance, towards him. that he may have a shot at 
them. Lyinfc down upon his t)iick cm the ice he will 
kick and move his legs about in a peculiar manner, 
imif&ting certain movements of the leindeer's Antkrs 
when tlw! deer b bTi>w5ing. The wolves, beg;uiled by 
the deception, come wacily down* llie hunter gets 
his shot, l»^ hi* g^ime, itnrt the scare*! and discom- 
fited survivcFB of the pack make ofi to rumln«t« 
upon the extraordinary power posseted by soma 
rtindeer. 

Tn summer the kayak is a ncce^ary part of nn 
Eskimo's eqttipment both for travel and the hunt. 
It ift a roomy c-inoe, which is mnde by stretching seal- 
skin over a fianiework- Before due advent of the 
white man. this framework used to be made ol 
^vhaicbone. But a« the natives learned the value 
of the bone in Imde.a very mferior substitute took 
its place, and the skeleton was made of wood. The 
dimintthing yearly catch of whaler alv> hrlprd to 
brmg about this result. Long and periloua jcum^ 
ftfe often undertaken in theac fr^d aaJt. 
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Dr Niinsci], in hb book on HUcmo Life. gU^a 
most fifniitf^ account <A what caq b« dnnr and is 
done every day in the ii:»; ol tt^ kayak in Green* 
land vratcr». The buntcr attacks luixcatfiilly from 
it tlu monaten ajid treasnrcs af the dcvp. Sooi/t- 
ttmcfi he wiIJ «jmf home in triiunpb towing as many 
a» four scais behind hini— & good bu^; for a day's 
sport. Sometimea lie will have had a battle witli a 
walnui, or even a grampus. It needs a very cool 
head and no little daring to bold the we^pcn ready 
to aeltc the favoumble moment for hurling it 
from the hind while a iti-£oot ferocious monstrf, 
with formidable tusk&.i^cominf? upon him;ipace. AH 
tlw; time, totj, there ia Uic kno^^edge that othera 
may n';^ np out of the deep at any moment, and 
the huntfiman in Im frail canoe may be ^urnjunded 
by enemif-i on all fides. Ilin method of catching 
aeaJa is ingenious and exciting. A long line b 
attached to his haipoon. To (he end of this linft, 
remote from the harpoon* is secured an indated 
bladder or ^aUkin. With thi* appamtwt hf paddles 
cautiously over tlie water towards the game he has 
aightcd- With a well-directed aim he presently 
hurls his harpoon at the seal. If struck the animal 
dives, but the inilated seaUkin soon brings the 
wounded, exhausted thing to the surface, when it 
is ^ally despatdicd witJi a kind of lance. 

Cheap lirearm^t have found Uieir way amou^ the 
natives in many locahtiefi, and tlien they will 
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oftcD bant thdr seals with shot instead of haf« 

The Eskimo c^n brave iny s«a and any weather 
in hia kayAlc. Should hecapme he can right him- 
self agAUi with ^ stroke ot %o oE hu paddle, or even 
without his paddSc. with hb open haod, and wmc- 
tinier even with hia dosed !a»t. Indeed, \u% dex- 
terity is %o great and his confidence so complete, 
tfafti Dot inlrcqucDtly, when be sce^ 2 heavy siea 
coming, he will ddibemiely capalw so that he may 
nxcive the foitc o( (he bt^tking water on the bpttom 
of his vessel, and then right himscU when the cmi3 
u past. 



CHAPTER IV 
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Hudson's bay 

" I WW id prl»n and yo umo ualo Me." 

BOUT hall a century has dapeed sioca] 
a Church Missionary Society's mB»toii< 
afy final had tlie opportuniEy of presenting the 
Oc^spd of Christ to the Eskimos. Od April 19, 
1853, a party of them visited Fcrt Geftrgr. rm tl 
eastern ude of ttudson's Bay, where the Rev. £« A.' 
Watkim had lately arrived. That post, however, 
remote and solitary as U wtt«, was too far south to 
be mtid; frequented by Ihem ; and subsci^uenUy 
Mr. (uiteiwaFda Bi&hop) Horden more Ui^ui once 
traveUod northwards to Little Whale River, tlw 
iurthest point to which the trading agents of (lie 
Uudxon^s Bay Company have ndvs.nced, .^uid was 
privileged to admit thrtc or four into the Church. 
Thnte native teachers in iuccesiion were *edl by 
bfan to work among ihcm ; but all three died, and 
for se%-erat years nothing could be don«. 

Here, then, we must return to Mr, Peck, whom we 
left in the first chapter responding to llie call, 
" Wlio win go for us ? " The Eskimos had been 
wailiag long, but at lost a musionaiy was to be sent 
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to thctn. The new tncsGcngrr kit the Th^uat^s in 
(he Hudson's B^y Company's sliip Prina of WaUs, 
OD July IJ, 1576, with the object of making tlic 
Evani^iaatioQ of rhc Eakimoa his life's work. 

SpviLldag ot tbe voyage, Mr> Peck gives some 
interesting glimpeca. The crew was of n dfddcdly 
cobmopolitan character, Lhough neurly ail could 

mdentand the English tongue. 

" Every ooe iji the sliip treated me with the 
gnattst kmdncs, and I vru permitted to hold 
meedngx in the foa^costlc almost every evening. 
Snme ol tbc cttw, as a result of these meetings, T 
bdiei'e. experienced spiritual blessing?, and the 

,voyn^ in ^pvte of the special danf^ers of nAvij^^ 
tKn encountered ihat year, was one of EpiriiuaJ 
profit and blnsing to otlirn beiide niy»eU. 

" Before leaving England I was able to obtain 
from the Moravian Brethren^' oftice in London a 
copy ol the New Testament wliich had been traas* 
lalcd by the BrctJircn Utjouring on the coast of 
Labrador. This, to me. great treasure I studied 
wlien on tlie traddeits deep, and by cardally coni* 
paling it with cur English tmnslation T was abl«^^ 

-cspecully ^vhen; tliexe was a ivpHitivQ of tlie suae 

^IMOrd.% as in St. John, chap, i— ftnatly to hit iqiOD 
tbc meanings. 

" The words which I felt 1 had thus acquired I 
fua^ked, and thou^i oil airiving at my station at 
Litdc ^^7lak; River I found »ome diiterencxs ol a 
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dirdf^cal nature, flill I never once ni^tlal Ibc 
time vpvnt in tbat «tudy of Uie Moraviao tmns- 
larion. 

'' To return to thai voyn^. It vr3s on cntcrrn^ 
ITudscn't Straits that I mw iceberg foe the firal 
line, mountains of ^cier ice that floateJ dow-n, 
rat]eatk to the ey^, biit rUoiterott* for the ship, 
upon the Arctic cummt into the Gulf Stream that 
flows out by Belle Isle. Passiog Uarouj^ tlie ice- 
berg region wc cam^^ upon utrnxc. fioI<b of drift ice. 
Drift ice is ice which h^s become loosened, by tlie 
coming of the btiel Arctic summer, from the imim 
coa^ line, and has floated out froiD the more 
northern bayrj nnd in!«s. Driven by the winds 
And currents, until milcM upcn miles of s» are 
covered with Almost imFm^able arefts of the trozm 
blocks, tlie drift ice becomes pack-ice, rtnd forms 
a fr.irful danger to the vr^^l canght in it* icy 
talons. For every ship is not a 'Pram/ fitted 
to cnub lier way through this hideous Arctic 
barrier. 

*' But Cod was wiUi us on tliat voyage, and 
though wcj hnd diffic^iltics, wc came safdy through 
these &cas of ice. 

"Our course was now shaped southerly, and wc 
sailed right do^n Hudson's Bay. Navigation be- 
came very critical hew, and oftentlmei dangerous, 
on account of the nnmbcr of ^JiaUows and shoals. 
Tlic lead hjid to be kept goin^ for soundings day 



HUDSON^ BAY 



7* 



and night, bul finally, cd September 7, 1876, we 
reached Moom- Factory." 

Hic new missionELry was w^tnnly receiv*^ by 
the BiUiup and Mn. Hordm, but as winter would 
soon be coming on, .ind he had j-et in front of Uim 
the moil Ir^'ing and dilltcult^ not to say dangerous 
jJOft of hus jctimey, lie f«]t it iuipo^ible to remain 
lon^ nnder thdr hospitable roof- Afttr one 
week of rcfrcsbm^t, therefore, ho set his iaoe 
stedtetly to reach his Ultim^i TtiuJe, Little 
Whafe River 

Tliis bsl portion of the ioumey had to be accom< 
pHshfd in .1 sm?ill sailmg boat. It mid*^ what way 
it cookl during the day, but at night it was run 
iotott when the tmvdler^ pitched Ihdr tent on 
land until the morning light enabled them tu re- 
sume their joumcy. 

The party consti^ted of Mr. Peck^ an Indian crew 
and a Christian Eskimo, a native of Labrador, 
Adojn Ltu^ by name, as interpreter. 

Af in imaginalion we foUo<w in the wake of the 
tnvdJcrs, wc realise that the modern apostle gu 
apply to himftcU the wordi of St. P^ul. For he 
too b '* to joamcyings oftcn> in perils of waters . . . 
in woaiiMM a&d painfulneu, in watching^ often, 
in hmgier and thlntt, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness." 

Tbfa coeuting voyage waa not to be accomplished 
without Hciiowi mishap. On October g they h&d 
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rounded Cape Jones, and were drawing near (o a 
smaller cape whfm the wind shifted. On this 
account they could not iiiAkt modi progress, and 
U it was getting late they determined to make 
for tlae aljoa>» which was readied by pitUing. By 
th^ tim^ Ihey landed it was dark. Mr, Pfs:k Ihrrc* 
lore had tt> leave all arrangemcuits to the Indians, 
who knew the coasts and would, he thought, lAkelhe 
boat to a place of safety. She was at Jast ondiored 
in what seemed to be a sheUcrcd bay or creek. Tiic 
party then went to their tent in Uic woods, taking 
a lew nwx^-irir* with them from the boat. 

It must not be supposed that a tent in this part 
of the world is similar lo ilie beautiful and pictur- 
esque can\'aa stmcttirc we sec at home. The tm- 
vellcrs light upon sonie old poles that Imv*; bctm 
QMd by previous parlies of Indians. They then 
proceed to clear away the snuw, or to beat it dcmii 
with their feet. The fent poles ar* set up, and a 
rou^ shelter fonncd with deer skins, canvas bags, 
and sundry other articles ail kept in place by ropes. 
A small hole ig lelt at tht; lop for a diiinncy, while 
at the southern and lower part is a space for a door. 
The door itself ta another dd bag, wliich can be 
lifted so that the men of the party can crawl ia or 
out at pleasure. In the centra of the tent U placed 
a drcic ot stones for the fire^acc 

In sach A place as this Mr. Pecic nnd his parly 
retired weaiy and culd. Kcalixing that they liad 
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no continuing otyi bat that thry vftrc (nlf^nnu 
jonin^ying to the mansions prepared for tbcm» the 
cveidag service of prayer must have come home to 
them wltli special comfort, and they kid themsdves 
down in peace and slept. 

But in the Qtglit sounds were heard of a sighing 
and moaning vrind rismg. But they wtre not 
Gtifiidciit to wnmot the nmsing of that tir^d bondi 
.but only juil enough to cause the slwp of the sailor 
[mfaslonar)' to be broken by dxial dreams ojid sli^^ht 
miigivntgs. lie woke up early, and with the morn- 
ing light irent down lo thr? place of andiomge, AtasI 
a strange ught met his eye, for strewed along ttie 
rocks were portions of hi:^ goods ; the twrnt wa5 also 
driven up liigh and dry on tlte beadi. He !»aw the 
CtiuV- of the difrastcr Thr pl^re, in whiVh tim In- 
dians had anchored th^ boat, wa^ exposed to the 
northward and westward ; the wind sprang up 
from this quarter during the night, whidi caused 
n heavy sea ; the boat grounded at low water, and 
then (tic »ca had mad« a dean breach over her, 
su-ci7pfng the things out of her or cisr- brrakmg 
tbem in her. Sad to say, the boat was mudi in- 
jured, her keel being driven out of it* plaice, several 
of the planks bcdng also started. Mr. Ptck called 
iDdiuia and sent U^em to collect what Uiey 
'Coold. Hie contents of some boxes u^rc considcra- 
bty damaged, altliougfi most of hb dothes wtre 
kved ; this wast a great mercy. 
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The next consideraticn was to repair Um bout. 
Knowing thai their was resin to be had from the 
sihaU ^irubs which grew here, the mis&ionary wnt 
the Indiana to f^atht^r sonw; they know how to 
gallier and pnTparr it, a& they use much iur their 
canoes, and it does not milee a had substitute for 
pitch, Havuiu f;ut some iiail» by brewing up oii9 
ol the boxes, and ha\ing fl little spare canvu^ 
\k purposed mending the boat witli these hkl- 
teriali. 

It was a trial of faiih. and many a man of Ices 
peneveTuig energy and trust in God might have 
gi^-cn way undpr it. But knowing that the life of 
every une of the party might depend upon tliat 
boat, and tint by ohfttades to be overcome God 
mtmds thr chamctcr of his servants to \x dcvul- 
oped, Mr. Peck, nothing daunted, set himself to 
acoomp]]»]i vflvxt niay iteem to u£ a bupelcsfS task. 
The first day wn« spent in preparing the mutcri^ls 
necesaary. and it dosed as before with prayer that 
faith might be deepened and patirnce given, ftnd bl 
coofidence that God, who was the keeper of l&rad. 
woiUd supply all their needs out of His richea inj 
Christ Jesus. 

On the next day, October ii, the actual repairs 
were taken in hand. A fire was lighted and the 
resin mrltcd. The boat was turned bottom up* 
wards, and the damaged parts scraped. A coat of 
resin was put on, and canvas was placed on top of 
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and nailed to the boat. Again another cocit of 
resin was laid over the whole, and H sF^med to the 
sailor tya of tlie missionary to be a very fair bit of 
work. The next day they could not put to wa a» 
tbe wind was contrary, and this caused a little 
Anxiety, for pmviMoni wcir mnnmg short. The 
flour had been most o( it destroyed when the boat 
was swamped. Mr. P^ck and Adam had «:ived 
only a very wnall ciuaiitity. Biscuits, though tlicy 
had bwn nonktud with »eA water, had been wv«J, 
The Sour was voonomised by being mixed ^tth 
broken biscuits and made bito cakes, TTie result 
w^ catatilc, tliougli not wholly palatable. In 
the altemoon of October 13, the vntid changed to 
light and fair. So the boat was Innnchcd, and an 
made ready for tlie start. But to the grief and 
dismay of the party she leaked considerably^ and 
wAfi unsTAWortbyp So once niorc it was a ouv of 
nnkadine and goin^ tbroiigb a second cour% oT 
Tcpairv, FtQidly, on October 14. they really ^ot 
awsy. There was heavy weather to face, especially 
fur nidi a cranky, putdied-up craft as this. But 
tni«t in Cod was not misplaced; the winds and the 
sea were braved, and at last tliey were brought to 
Little Whale Itiver in safety. 

This, as has been mentioned, was th« extnOM 
ncrthem station of the Hudson's Bay Comp;my, 
Consequently it was at th;U time the E>est base 
£or operations upon the Eskimos. For they came 
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m considerable ntimbcrs to this place for pmpcets 
oi Inde, exchange <uicl Uirtcr. 

The ofndaU of (be company were most kind tn 
their welcome to Uie aewly anived niU^oiiar>\ 
They ho«pit;tb]y reretvMl hfm Into thefrown hoik«<A 
until hi A hat could be buiU. This, too, waa 
built for him by thf? company. Trade, when it i* 
thus Uie hukdm^id of Qirist, is an UDmitigatod 
Ucasing. It is a pleasing duty to give n tribute of 
praise to men who briitg the Gospel utto the buu* 
ne,vi lifr A5 in this ease. If all the boundless tnide 
of England went hand in band with tlie &pintua! 
welfare of the world, the mountains would iu>on be 
mode low and the vaJJeys^'cxalled^ and the highway 
for the Empire of Christ pieparad. 

The logs of whid) Mr. P<!ck's hut was buDt had 
t>ceD brought from an iirimense distance, They 
were placed In a framework of other logs; ihe 
spaces between tJicni were packed with oakum. 
The whole of the hut was encased in weather board- 
ing. Inside, Hk place was warmed and dieered 
with a ItttLe stove, and as the hut had to l>e 
kitdien aud dniwtng-rocm in one, all the cooking 
must needs be done at that stove. 

" Mine Vi^s a real bachelor's life," wtitee Mr. 
Peck, referring to thia period, ''and T had to learn 
to do all my own cooking, presently even mastering 
the mysteries oi bread-making, though it is right 
toconfe&s t^uid ladies will appreciate the confession) 
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that the firnt two or threr Kitr-h<% i*vrp Ukc atones," 
A Urw aiticks of food, such as sugar, oatmeal, 
pnaerved meat, etc., could be obtained from the 
GOiiipui>^*£ store at MooFW, but notlung on the ^poi, 
PrcstfVGd milk could also be got, so thnt some- 
times he uidul{5tT<l ill a lict^ pudding. The must 
warttitT'^mf^ itnfi highest flight of ambition was 
a plum pudding. 

The firrt f^reAt work of every raissionaiy is to 
aoqmrc the language of the people as well as gain 
their confidence. With regard to the latter, Mr. 
Feck at once rmped some fniit from the seed sown 
m Eonner yean by tlie Kcv. E, Watkius and Bishop 
Hofden, For owing to the visits Uiat had been 
paid to the Eskimos by them, he found the people 
moist friendly and wiUing to receive him. Oiw 
old man wlicui Bialiop Hordco had had die plca&ui^ 
of bnptixing, John Molucto by name, bccimr a lower 
of strength both to the missionary and the missbn. 
He would RTither thf proplf^ together in his iglo to 
be instructed by t}ie mi^jstonary. As to the Ian* 
guag^ we have alr^uly ^een Mr. Peck studying 1ii3 
Moravian Testament duiing the voyage. He usjcd 
it with such effect, both on the jcuiuey irom Eng- 
land to Moo^ Factory and Thcnoe in the sailing 
bo«t to Little Whale f^ver, that he was able to set 
to work among the people without delay. Re* 
joicing to this, he says, " How soon God finds ia- 
stnuncnts T I little thou^t this Testament would 
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bu oi Siucli aen'ioe as I biudied iU pagei on the 
trttcklcu d«^ or evtti when Adam asftlslfd me to 
wad it." 

The teslainent, as has been stated atf«ady, wa» 
vrritten in tlit? Labnidor dialect, iind Ad;im, the 
iiilcq>retei. was also a Dative of Labrador. Cotise- 
queatly tlicr^ were gnive doubts as to how far it 
would be int^lliRihlf- among the Eskimos ot Hud* 
son's Bay. But it was found that the chid diflfer- 
encc lay in tlie pronunciation of certaiu letters 
rather than in words or idioms, And thus on* 
diflicully whicli mi^lit have been a mountain vra^ 
removed by thf. faitli which caused Christ's servanr 
lo fitudy the Teatament though written for the 
Labr^or R&kimoa. But a gT«at deal is naxs&^iry 
for the missionary beyond reading* An intimate 
knowledge of language is everything. It is pro- 
bable tltat u man can never be regarded as pro- 
ficient in a languajjFc tmti! be is conscious of not 
translating bis thoughts from his native tongue 
into the Eoreign one — or, in other wonl«, until he 
thinks in the language of the people among whom 
he i» living. For tliis result to be obtamed duly 
practice in speaking, side l^ side with reading, is 
indispensable. 

This, by the arrangement of his domestff^ r^tab* 
lishmcnt, Mr. Peck secur^. For after a time be 
was ffi mnch oppreaaed by the utter loDcline«s of 
bu life ^1 which we luve glanced, tluit tic tnvitcd 
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a UttJe Efikimo boy about ten years old to come and 
Im with him. TUb step, m his own words, proved 
an ** ioailcoLible blessing '* to himself In the ac* 
quoition oC the Ungunge, and the feqw^l sbow5 
that it was no less fraught with blessing to the boy. 
It 15 not difhcull in invagination to paint a pic- 
ture of £omc scenes that miist ha\^ taken pUce in 
that bnely hut. We see the wonder of the boy 
overcoming his shyness as he ga^ts upon each 
object of fuiuilur« or ornament new and strange to 
hi^ native uyt». We see the rai^ionary and the 
boy beginning to school each other by the onJy 
means in their power. Mr. Peck points to some 
STticle familiar to the lad and speaJts its EorU^i 
naiDe ; the boy. with a nod of his head and a smile 
upon hid bnKid Mongolian face, repeats the English 
aiter him, and thr-n in turn teils the Eskimo word 
for the same thing. Wc accm to hear the merry 
pea) ol laughter that breaks forth as the mutual 
tcadicf &od cchokr discover that they hrive been 
pitying at crass questions and crooked answer^^ 
laughter bringing a luy of sunshine into the dark, 
lone, icy dwelling. Hut bc^t of all we seem to «ec 
a holier light breaking in upon the dark, hopeless 
soul of the lad as he bean, and at last is able to 
nndemaod. that he is the heir to a great inheritance^ 
that there is an abiding city in which is prepared 
a mansion for him where there is no need of the %\m, 
QCSther o( the movn, to sliinu in it ; lor tlic glory o£ 
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Gul did li^trn it, and the Lotnb is (he Uglit tliereof. 
The name of Ihis Eskimo lad was Anoat, whirfi 
means clothing. Tlib seenii appropriate in ihe 
l!^t of his subsequent history. Fcr the resiill of 
this life in dose association with the Scn-ant of 
Christ Wis that aft*r ouny ycart in 1900 he put on 
tlic Lord JesiiS Chh&t and was dothed with Him. 
The R^. W, G. Walton spfaks, in a recent irport. 
of his powrr and inflnence. Though \iii. name is 
Ano;it, for some inscrutable reason he was knoi-TO 
among the traders aa Nerf>- Happily there is no 
hicencsa in diaiuctcr to justify this> 

The Eskimo languaffc is by no means cisy of 
acquisition. TIic chief peculiarity in it i» its 
ngglntinfltiveness, and thb also canses the gnat diffi- 
cuJty wtiidi is not so mndi tlie learning to express 
one's own thought* as understanding whjit others 
arc saying. All manner of parts of spcedi may 
become joined to Uw verbal root, and then tliis 
rompound may be conjugated in al! moods and 
tenses like a simple verb. So great is the length 
to whidi words may grow under this treatment, 
that Mr. [\^clc has often exhibited to Hnglisb 
audiences a canvas two and a hall yards long which 
contains one word only — a good object les&oa ol 
some of the linguistic trials that missionaries have 
to face. 

Here we may antidpate a little, while speaking 
of the language, and say that whateverdifficulties 
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hftd to be faced, the puticnt industry of the misvioi^ 
ary cn-cfcamr thrm all. About .1 month aftf^r his 
amv;LJ, Novciiib«i 6, 1876. he wrolv : *' My plan is 
to write down over nif^ht some simple words and 
KDtaiu!ji. 1 then get the corresponding Eskimo 
words Cram Adam Lucy or Moliicto ; the Indian 
wonla an gathered Iwiu one of the Company^s 
DHii, David Ijout«^t^ 1 tnrtd all very willing to 
hdp oie, for whidi I ajn iudeed Uiaukful, My 
duly coUection averages from eighty to a hundred 
word*. These are learned the following day iuid 
hnnight into actual u^ as Mon as possible, thus 
impresaing t}ie same on my memor)', as well as 
iDaking mc familkr with the pecuhar sound. I h^ve 
now got some thousands of words, mostly Eskimo, 
which ! ^Athered by Btody of the Testament and 
from my diftef«nt friends." At fir^ it was mere 
githeri%\ uiatoing little by littk a great qu^mtity 
of mAterJAl- Then came both conscious and un- 
G«ai8cious sorting of Uie heap, nouns separated 
firom adjectives, vtrhs from ndverln; ^dcr from 
gender, tense from tense; until at la^t. aftor sevco 
y^ra of ux hard, slydioia hours vvcry day, not 
only vt he master of the situation, but ut able to 
produce a grammax of 200 pages, thus making 
the rough ttmooth :ii:d the crooked strAL^bt for 
these who come after and cntM into hi* labours. 

But the missionary cannot rest satined with 
merdy mastering for preaching purposes and con- 
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Ttnatioa Uie language of the people among whom 
he UvCL He mwt always remain vnsiblo of de- 
fidency until be ha$ pbced (he Bible iu tbrif hancU 
in such a fonn that thty can n^ad it for Diomsrlvc^ 
With Uii:i objiKTl hi vii^iv,;]^ ^oonas Uie fintt wiutrr 
was over Mr Peck determined on tnnsrriWng 
portions o£ Ute Moiuvi^m Eskimo Tfitameot iotoj 
what is known as the Syllabic cbaiaclcr. 

This system w-» tJic mvciilion of Uie Rev. Jl 
Evans, it minister of the Canudiun Metbydist Cbare}i' 
and a mi»donary to the Indians at Norway House. 
Without such a method as this it is difficult to ct^- 
ocive how Hk revin^ tiibes ot Eskimos could ever 
liave learned to read. By this means, however, an 
ordinarily intdJigent native can be taught to lead 
m eight or nhic weeks. This would be quite hn- 
posaible with the KojnAn clwnictcni, espcdidly con- 
sidering that many of the peo|^e cj>me into the 
tr^diug ports for a few days only at a time. In «uch 
hl|^ «s1ecm 13 Iht!) system held, and so great a debt 
of gratitude is due to Mr. Evans for his work, that 
& few words in connection with its history will not 
be out of place. The Rev. Egerton R. Youn^, m. 
his book, By Canoe and Dog Train, gives a full 
account. He says; '*Thegreat work of Mr.Evaus' 
lile, and tliat with which hi« name will ever be 
Attodatcd, vr^ undoubtedly the invention and 
peHecting of what is now ao widely known as the 
Cre&»syUabic diaructcrs. 
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" Wliat hm itfd him lo tbink of this toventioii 
vras the difficulty he aind others h^d in tcachixi^ 
tht Indians to read io the ordinaEy wiy. They 
are huntenit and »ft art very much on Uie. move, 
like the aninuli tltey Kek. Tixlay their tents are 
patched where there is ^ood fishing* and perhaps 
in two week* they are Ur away m tJie deep iorests 
where roam the reind(H?rt or on the banks of streams 
«4iere tht^ bcaveis buiJd their wonderful dams and 
cnrious homes. The constant tliought m the 
master nuNMooary'f mind W3ts» '(>u» I poswbly 
devitc a plan hy which these wandering people can 
Learn to read more c^iioly ? ' 

" The principle of the charAClers which he adopted 
x» phonetic There are no siJent letters Each 
diuacter represents a syllable ; hentt no spelling 
is nquired. As soon as the al^iabet is mastered 
and a few additional secondary sig&s, iome of which 
reprasenl consonants and some x^ipLrates, and 
Aome partially change Ihc Kiund ol the nwin charac- 
ter, the Indian ^luUi, he lie man or wom^n of 
dgfaty or a diild of six years, can commencr^ at the 
fint chapter of Genesis, and read on — slowly, of 
oourse, at fir»t, but m a few days with surprising 
case and accuracy. 

"Uany were Brfr. Evans" dif&cultics m perfecting 
this invdUioD and putting it into practical use, 
^en ait«r he bad got ihic sdicmc clear and distinct 
in his ou-n mind. 
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"llcwa% hundreds of mile^iway from civiliealton ; 
vtfy little indeed had he with which to work. Yet, 
with him, there was no such word as failure. 
Obtaining, as a great favour, the thin sheets of lead 
that WCTV around the tea-chests of tlie fur-tradprs, 
he mdted these down into little bars, and froun 
them nit out his first types. His ink was made out 
of tlic wot of tbe chiiimcysi '.md his iiist paper was 
birch bark. 

"After 4 great dcaJ of effort and tJic owcdMJ 
of mucii ingenuity, he made s prc&s, and then 
the work be^^. 

"Great indeed was Hie axi;a«meiil aud delight 
of the TndiMis, The fact that the bark ' could 
talk," was to them most wonderful. Portions 
of the Gospels were first printed, and then some 
of Uie beautiful hymns. 

"The story of this invention reached the We*- 
leyao Home Society. Generous hdp was aOoidcd. 
A good supply of these types was cast in London, 
and, with a good press and all Ujc essential requi- 
sites, including a large qu:mlity of p-^prr, was sent 
out to that misdon, and for years it was the ifreat 
centre from which considerable portions of the Word 
cf God were scattered among the nvmderin^ tribes, 
conferhng unnumbered blessings upon tlicm." 

Id hter years, the noble British and Foreign 
Bible Society has taken diarge of the work ; aad 
now, thanks to their generosity, the Indians ha.i 
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the LAcKtcd Word scattcrrd among ihcm, and thoo' 
nnds Crin ttsuA its glorious truths. 

Perhaps a Uttk more may be cuUed from the 
«ame «ourcr showing how greatly impressed Lord 
Duffcrin was by this character. When ho was 
Go^'emor-G«nenil of Canada he had an interview 
with Mr Young and Mr. Crosby, a missionary from 
Brituh Columbia. Tlie Jormer says: "1 showed 
him my Cree Indian Testament printed in Kvtatf 
sylUbic characters, and explained the invention to 
him. At once hia curiosity was exdted^ and jump* 
ing up h? hunicd off for pen and ink, and got me 
to write out the whole alphabet for him ; and then, 
with that gloc and viviidty i^r wliich ht% Zurd-ihip 
was so noted, he constituted me his teacher, and 
commenced at once to master the diaracters. 

"A* their simplicity and y^t wonderful adapta- 
tion lor their designed work became evident to 
him— for to a «liort time tie wa» able to read a 
portion of the Lord's Prayer— Lord DuQerin waa 
much excited, and getting up from hi* chair and 
holding up the Ti^stament in his hand, exclaimed, 
' Why, Mr Young, what a blessing to humanity 
the man was who invented that alpliabet 1 ' Then 
he added, ' I piofeis to be a kmd o1 titeraiy man 
my^f, Qnd try to keep posted op in my reading 
o£ ntet is going en, but I never heard of this before* 
The fact H th^ nalifin has given many a roan & 
title, attd a pension, and thca a rtating-placc and a 
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monnnwflt in Westminster Abbry who never did 
liali 60 much ior his fellow-creatures,' Then 
n^in h^ askc<i, ' Who did you say wM the anthor 
or iDvcntc>r of these cha.nactcrc ? ' 

"*The Rev. James Evana,' I rejJicd. 

"'Well, why is it thai I ncvtsr Iward of him 
before, I wonder ? ' 

*'My reply was* 'My lord, perhaps the reason 
you never heard of him before wns because he was a 
humble, modest Methodist preacher* 

"With a lau^i tie r«ph«d, 'That aiay have 
been it/" 

The ajdaptatioj] and use, tliat, of Utis method foTi 
transcnbing the Scriptures was an early work for 
the mESionaij'. So soon as Apol 9, 1^77. Mr. 
Peek is able to write :— 

" I bave succeeded m teaching seveiaJ o( the 
Eskimos to read in thi^ Syllabic charactem; tlu^yare 
very ea^er to Ieam> One of them said that lie wu 
'mad to Icara.* hci us hope that this oousual 
complamt may prove infectious, Tlierc are twelve 
Eskunca who can now rrflH Ihe 3ni chapter of St. 
John's Gospel in their own tongue/' Molucto aod 
bis son were at tliL** time able to read wn much aj* 
five chapters, some parts quite fluently. 

Having experimented successfully io this way, 
Mr. Peck resolved as soon as po^ible— i,e*, as soon 
as ever he should feel qiiile certain of the sounds 
btmsell — to UuDfichbe the whole Testameut. 
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raOCKKS^— OKT>1KAT10S 



" StpELfgite Me Bv&»bA« aa$ Saul for th« 
work ThcrcLinto I liAvc callod ihtm." 

WRrriNG under date, April 9, 1877, Mr Peck 
stated (kit tbe Eskimos vvbo had up to 
tbco h«ttrd the Gos]^ mcsug^^ numbered about 
cue himdn^. 

Ii may be said that this is very amalL Perhaps 
K>> if we ccmpan? Eskimo work with tiiAt ;Ltnutig 
the teimtiDg millions of India or Chinn or ^omc othrr 
cnission ileJd. But it is a l^rgff proportion ot the 
sparst: population of ^al himt<M^, And to be oon* 
tioually toaching one hundred pereons licic and 
there» besides Leiamb^' thdr langua^ and doing 
Utenvy woric, is no mcun record lor the winter. 
And soon more were expected to come to the 
ttiidbg post. Btion i\it brcuk up of the ice at 
least as many again would arrive, .ind th»c from 
the distant shores on tlic north side of Hudson's 
Strait. And Uiu» we sci: that tlie number o( tboM 
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vrtio hear the Gospel can never be m&astired by the 
number of those who come into direct contact with 
the nus^oniry. By reason of the nugntory and 
trading habits of t!ie people, hb influence spreads 
£u aiid wide beyond the limits of the sea-girt 
poirtion of the continent in whicli he livei- Far 
over the frojsea watei^ the traveUer drives his 
sledfl^e, M that from Little Whale River or any part 
of Liibrador the tidings of salvation may sound forth 
to Baffin Land, and tlience to Melville Peninsula, 
and so on down the west side of Hudson's Bay or 
ebewhere. The Word of God is not bound, and 
tberc LH no limit to It* free course. In northern 
regions wc might put a new word into the mouth 
of the old prophet, and say. '' The knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth as the ice covers the aea." 

Each man who has he^rd and valued the message 
for hirn^U passes U on. Tlius, as the widening 
ripples on the surface of the smtiath waters ^how 
that there must have been a stone cast into the lake, 
so conversely the missionary ftnds evidence that, 
though hidden from vast numbers of those living 
in the regions beyond, the smooth surface of their 
careless U\"es has b<':en disturbed by tlie vitirations 
of his teaching. 

Mr, IVck has found this in his own life. He has 
had the jia.tttfaction and jgy of discovering Eskimos, 
whom ho has niever met before, nblc to read as a 
result of liu own teadibg. He has instructed some 
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one at UtUc Whale River Iht man who has 
leuDed has then wandrred away in pursuit of (fame 
or for traai<', snd has imparlf^d to his friendii thst 
which he has received. 

The tNchcr should himself atways be Ic^aming 
&8 lesson not to de&piac small Dumtxsi^. Had the 
f{;rcatur of all teachers not appreciated (hia, the 
world wuuld never tuve been evangelized. For it 
was not when Jeaus Christ hnd the nnjltitudes 
hiinfing on Hb words; not wIkq He was f^feding 
the tikousartds in the wildemc^; not when He w»s 
entering Id thamph into Jerusalem, that Ho was 
making 2. markrd a^nd pennanent effect upon man* 
kiod. But it was rather when weary and footsore 
by the roadsjde ; when sti^nn-tossed on the sea ', 
when presiding over the last ^ad supper in the upper 
chamber, pouring His teaching into twelve ignorant 
fish^TTri'^n who misunderstood Him, and satnntting 
them with it, that Hr; was fashioning the weapons 
to break dov^n the opposition of sin And win the 
world for God, Let this be tlic ccmfort of the lonely 
woiker.and a 5uffidmi answer to the caviller eon- 
oemmg Inadequate results to expenditure ol energy 
and money. 

The experience ot the iint few months among 
them wx% diilincUy favourable as regard* the recep- 
tiTC temperament of the people, Mr, PecJc b able 
to say. " I find nrarly all the H^kimos eager to 
bear ttie thin^ of God>'' This was, of course, largely 
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due tD favourable Impres^ns that bad been made 
upon Uic miod^ of the nativu by the vinta of fonner 
fni^-^irmarics and Bishop Hordcn, as well us to the 
«XA[uplc and influence of some of Uie Euiopcfttn 
mdera. Tn this respect Mr. P<^h'4 work brg^niind^r 
very favourable auspice when compared with that 
of Hans Eg«le and the Moravians of the ei^tecnth 
ttntury aittoiig tlie lilskimos of Grcoiland. 

But the sojourn of a new white man at the trading 
settlemeut called fortli much commeut Uxjia among 
the Fj^lmos, and especially among those who were 
conttsntly coming to ica barter. They knew the 
Cr>mpany*s agents as ma> who had gooda for 
mchap^ But here was anollier moiti extraorttinary 
a^tnt who had no merchandiac for toffir, but meHy 
a wondrous mtsau^ fiom wluch aelf-iuterest seemed 
to be entirely ^b«ent. " llo T come, buy without 
money and without price I " 

Many wete the surmises made by these heathea 
as to the origm of so stranj^e a bcin^. Where had he 
come from ? Why had hr eome ? etc. 

"Once, wh'-n speaking lo a party of these people " 
Mr. IVck $ays, *' I overheard a few of the newest* 
eomcr^ asking some of those who had first arrived 
wliere 1 came from. 

" One of the quiCAtioned, in the most sincere and 
tOBX^ maoaer, replied ; ' He fell down from heaven 
CO mve the Eakhno^' 

'* Many of tltcm, wheu I entered their dwellings. 
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jwould £f]y to mc : ' Thoit ari good to comr to such 

[tii*omc cnrattires is w^ are 1 ' referring to thtir 
p«ruJiarly dirty dwellings and stirroundings. 

'* OUiers agiin xvodd say : ' This is our Uther ; he 
hAA r.onu^ to <t3vc us ! ' 

" Their inquiries about my country and my condi- 
tion were alao sometimes v-ery amusing. Some of 
the tAdicf were most desinnis of knowing vrhetlier 
I WBS a married mnji or not. 

" 1 remember Uie blank a mate depicted upon the 
face of an Eskimo when I told him that in my 
countiy the sea was not frozen over, And that we 
had bul liltk snow. 

" Tlieir msnifested surprise when tliey entered 
my little hoa9«, amd beheld the many articles their 
eyt* hwl nes'er looked upyn bef^jre, was very grtat. 
A looldDg-glon was a souroe of intense interest n.i 
well as anmsement. 

" 1 remember one nnusually grimy party of tbia 
far from cleanly race entering my little habitatipn. 
It 13 no exaggeration to say that some of them 
were coated witli dirt and giea^^e — \vQr< hides of tV. 

*' Taking them to the If>ijkm^'glass I invited them 
to take a good look at themselves. Then, having 
set out a large tub with a plentiful supply of water, 
so'ip, etc, 1 further invited thcaa to indulge in a 
bath. 

" Witlt much fun and pleu&ant tMdinag{ie one with 
the other, they managed, aftrr much scrubbing, 
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to gid some, at lea&t, of the &ltb Croni their grtasy 

** Another peep in the glass, and tlwr surprise 
WM unbounded aa they btK^ii to reallxe the trans- 
fonning power of soap and wntcr. (Note. — What 
a. pirtiirr hrre for PEARS ! An Eskimo, say. before 
aod aftet a bath with PEARS' SOAP I What a 
atriking advertbeinent it would nuke I) 

" The people also majufested much desire to know 
how various articles, unconuacn to tliem and to 
their own rude fashionings, were made, Eartlien- 
ware jugs, tea-pots, etc, gieitly exdtcd thdr 
cwriosily, and when 1 explaineii that such aiticlcs 
were made of a particular kind of clay tukcd in 
great heat, they would gare at me with something 
of awv in th^ manner, us though tfiey re^farded 
the white man as the embodiment of all wonders, 

"Sudi an article as a watch, they could scarcely 
conceive ns being ma4£> but supposed it to be a 
living, sentient thing. Wlicn it licked they said 
it was alive ; when >t ceased Us ticking, they f^ke 
of it as dead.*' 

But however receptive of teaching the people 
might l*e, or howpvrr curious about the stranger, it 
must be remembered that the fir^t object they had 
in view v/as, of course, not learning from the iniB- 
Bionary, but trade. CcQsequently, Iheir time was 
taken up with business pursuits during the day. 
There is a brief reference to this in Mr. Pack's 
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notes. *' 1 have accordingly to work much at 
night. God^s workers must not give comfort the 
hnX place : Christ aJont; must hdve lli^t" Simple 
si^ ihetr. wnrds arc thpy spe^k vo1iimc!i to mnny 
«t home wlio v^uc the quiet rest of their evening 
fiK^de, and arc reluctant to sacrifice it upoD the 
altar ol thdr service^ even tliuuf^h they uie iiur- 
ronndcd by thousands of Jnxurics, which they may 
oOQ&ider QecessiLnes. iinknowu to tlie dweller ia 
frottrn bnd<i. Yet it is only ClirisUanity with a 
Cross, aDd that Ctoejs evident in the life of each 
professor that can make the world believe in Christ. 
It is no use now, any moru than it waj» ia 
Apostohe days, to preach the Gospd of love 
wiiile we filiut our^Lves up in comfortable seLfiah- 
nes*- Were it otherwise, we might evangelise the 
worid by distributing tracts- 

And so a &<:l(^s;Ltrtficiug love is rewarded, and in 
a tettcx written in July we read again; "God has 
helped and blessed rae much in my work- I h^ve 
already mini&tered to about 300 of the Eskimos. 
MoRl of the» received the Woid witli gladness ; 
tbey always gave me a hearty welcome when I 
visited them in tiidr snow^houses." 

The last words in this extract sliould not be ovcr- 
looked* "In their snove-hou^^" U the locale of 
the evening work. We have spoken of the Ertgli^h 
fireside abo\c H that is sacriJiccd it may be for 
a well- wanned ventilated churcli or xnisalon-room, 
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or tvtn for a deui oott^sv wUerv a lueeiiog is to br 
held. Mr, Peck foruikc^ hU own tftom otght after 
nij^it IhiDOgh Ihc long winter to go (otth into tli€ 
picrdn^ cold, 1o criwl en Imnds and knrcs through 
the low tunnel or ponJi of ^now that leodifr to the 
cfircular and domed dwelling chamber. Inside the 
atmosphere is hot, tiie stench la hitolciable. lor tlicrc 
is no vcntihilton, nnd Ihc Ei)roi>e4n %nsitor almost 
fecU tJiat he most turn back or bo suSoutcd or 
be &ick. The p1a<^ t.i dirty and gory, and mw 
seals* blubber is lying about, Uk rviimauts of the 
family's dinner, or that which is to be to-mormw'a 
meal. The scene is not appelmng. But llie 
missionaiy, constrained by the love of Clinst, forget* 
these sunroundingA as lie describes a gathering in 
one of ttiesc iglos: 

'* Books in hand we bend low, and by the light 
ol the Eskimo hmtp sing pr.iises to God, read portions 
of His Word, and comm^^nd ounelv^ with loved 
ones, far away, to the care of out God, Times ol 
^riCiial joy and blessing, of real refreshing from 
the Lord have we experienced on the icy waste/' 

After the brief summer of 1877, wc find Mr. Peck 
once inoie at Moose ior the winter. Tlierc wens two 
or lhrei> important matters on accotint of whidi 
his pns&ence was required there, 

The foremost of thc» was the desire of the 
Biidiop to ordain liim. He h;id ;dready learned to 
appreciate him, and to undcntojid that he w&3 juat 
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the man that the Hoty Spirit had set apajt for the 
Eskimos^ for whoM^ spiritual w^Hare he h.td long 
fcJt a ileip conctrm. In tlw l)uginnmg of September 
ft i% p^A^ing to find Bishop Hordcn, as he takrt a 
rBtro&poct, writing; to the CM.S.: '* A badofiinxiety 
was rtmovrd from my mind by Ibr orcup-ition nf 
Little Wlrole River as a mission ;}Liticn> I knew the 
ne^di of the poor Eskimos ; 1 knew Ihdr lonf^ing for 
the Word of life ; and I knew too how ver>- in- 
;Ld«qu4tdy I oiuld IiiUtI tow;irds Ui«n iht dufics 
of a spUitunI father. So correspondingly great was 
my joy whtn I saw Ibe long-e*(pected mcssmgrr 
anive, and knew Ihuf he was destined for the rcgions 
of the north. I thank the CommitlGc for a irun ; 
I thank them doubly for tfu man ; a better selection 
cootd not huve been ina^e. One woukl require to 
IdOk And wait long before he rould find anotht^r so 
w«U fitted for the work. Patient, humble, prudent, 
.loving, he wins the hearts of nil with whom he 
oonaes m contiict, while his diligence b patent to uU 
hy the pn^grpAfi ho has made in Ibe difficult languages 
with wliidi he Ims tu dcil. He is now witii me, 
and wiU study divinity until Fehntnry, when I hope 
to ordain liim ; after which he will proceed shg^in to 
Little Whale River, to meet the Eskimo* when they 
come in lo barter their fure." 

And so A quiet time of preparation for tlie solemn 
dedication of himself to God was tlie first object of 
the winter*! ftojoum at Moo«e Factory. 
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Tlien, ag^In, almost immf^btdy aft**-r Mr. Peck'ft 
ATTiv^ 4t Uttie Witale Kivcf, 6idiQj> Honkn had 
writtcji an urgent Icitcr to the Church Missionary 
Society ii: England a^ing llat oii iraucliuEdt mtgltt 
be ^.nt out lo him. 

*' It is" &diU tlie Bbbop. "quite iDdbpcnsaUt* 
No wood grows nenr there at all fU for buUdingSi 
juid he cannot pre^idi to or tcadi Im people ui the 
open air wiUi the lUennomctcr at 40 dcgrcrs below 
£tr[o. It i^ioulU be large enough to accoiumudiile 
130 propter," 

Tluougli the kindness of private friends, among 
whom wert the Rev, llcnry Wright and Miss Wright 
(now Mrs. Moulc), a prvtty litttc iron building of 
the siie required had b*xn purdiased, costing alto 
gctliCT j£3oo, and had been sent out in pi«:es in the 
Hudson's Bay Company's annual ship to MoosC 
Factor>', 

We can readily understand, after the preaching 
and teaching in snow-housi:s. how anxious Mr. Peck 
was to convey this iiroi biiilding to Little WhaJe 
River Writing on September 5, he saya he hopca 
lo take it back to hia Eskimo station when the winter 
la o\*er. But in this hope he was lor a time dls* 
Appointed. 

The winter paned in learninfc, reading with the 
Bi:^op, translating and transcribing. '' Wlulc 
here," he writes, " i finished transcribing into the 
Syllabic character portions of the New Testament. 
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les those chapters o( St. John previoiwly men* 
tiooed, th<«c portions included passages from St- 
Pftul's Epistle to the Romans, and vadous t^xt% 
which wcrr xpecialiy anunged ip Uiplicate forms. 
The objcrt oi this arrangement was tn givf the 
people a defmitt; and dear idea of the Gospel helots: 
they had advanced very iwr in their powers of reaid- 
in^. They learned by heaxt three texts which con- 
tained conaecutive thoughts or facts in the sdieme 
of solvation. Thus. " AU have sinned "; " God 
90 loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son," etc. : '* We love Him because He fijst bved 
lu," arc three in proper sequence giving an intcl- 
ll^ble reason for conversion and amendment of 
life. 

Many portions siniilarly arranged were, with the 
Sbhop'9 liearty approval. «eiit home to be printed. 
The S.RCK-, to the nussionar>-'3 great joy, under- 
took the work, and sent them out the following year 
printed and rr^dy for use. 

On February 3, 1878, c:ime the ordm;itJun ;^t 
Moose Factory. 

Twioe in th« year the Station, u&ually %o 
quiet, become somewhat animated — in August, 
when Die annual ship arrives from England, and 
a^ain in Febniary, when tJie long silence is broken 
by the antvai of our overbnd post. 

At iht latter ^^son teams of dogs may be seen 
coming in from tlie ndf^hbourJng stations, brini^ing 

7 
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the Hudson's Bay Company's of&cers, who cooM here 
to tiwntt their letters. It was in order that IhcM 
might have an oppoTtimity ol being present that 
Bbhop Hordi^n ftxed Sunday, Fobniary 3, as the 
day Jor the ordination. Tlic tervtcc began at 
deveo. Tlie church, which scats a goodly numhrrp 
waa quite full; indeed, only about two per^oit^ were 
absent witliotit good cause. A& soon as the voluntary 
had rnded, the looth l^t^m wa!c ^I'en out, and lung 
with great spirit. Miss Hordcn k^atUng at the har- 
monium. Tlwn the Bishop went at once to the pulpit, 
and preached an excellent sermon on 3 Tinu £v, 2, 
" Preach the Word/* After cilling Attention to tha 
diiimctcr in which Si, Paul would have Timothy 
to go forth, viz., as a "herald," he dwelt at mhm 
length en the «iignification of " the Word," and the 
manner in which it should be miaisterad. Then, 
nddrr%sing himself more directly to the omdidate, 
be remarked on the peculiar features of tho work 
before him : 

" Your home is to be in one of the worid's bye- 
placea, where, except the priceless souls to be ^thercd 
in, tlicre is nL>thukg lo attract you. Of ice and snow, 
of storm and tempest, of wild bleak hills, and an 
utterly unproductive soil, you will have enough 
and more than enough ; ;Lnd amid thnse you will 
have, perhaps, to endure much hardne&s. Yet I 
think you are to be envied. For the mt^onaiy 
should not look so much to his surroundings as 



ORDINATION 91^ 

10 bi« pnMpects in bb miTiistena) work. And yours 
an glorious I I think there 13 no mission in the 
whole country in which God ]u« more pccplc to 
be gather^ in than iii Ihc Mission at WhaJe River. 
Lon^ hns th^ cry been rabcd, ' Come ov«r and help 
us * ; but it met with a faint response ; an occa- 
sional visit was All th.\t could be given. . . . Dot 
I longtxi for a shepherd, and at last tJic noble C.M.S. 
»nl mc you to be the Eskimos* missionary. . , , 
No people 1 have ever seen or heard of sectn more 
ready to receive the Gospel than tliey, more ready 
to honour the bearer oi Glad Tidings, or to !end him 
aJ] poAit>le aftsi&tance, so as ti> n:nder his life nmon^ 
them fis irtt from carv as circumstances will permit. 
WitJi the huiipiagcr you arc parti;iUy act^uaintod ; 
Quke yourself a thorough master ihrrrof Bfr to 
thttD a. father. Feed them with the milk of tJie 
Word ; and I trust that, by-and*by, you may be 
CDahled to present one of your spiritual children 
as one fitted for, and anxious to become, a teacher 
o[ otbef» alta A numerous body cf Indians, and 
a fcw Europeans and haUoates, are likewise 
enlnisted to your care. The souJ of each one is 
equally predotu in the &Lght of Christ, and must 
be so in youra. Neglect no opportunity of spc^tkin^ 
a word lor Christ. Think ft no les« important to 
speak to one th^m to hvti hundred. The deep 
spiritual sormons in John n>, and iv. were preached 
in each ca^ to but one pcrwn. Preach the wotd io 
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hundreds when you have opportunity. Preach to 
the t\ng\c individual ds on^slon arises, !a tht 
house, in thti iglo, in the tent, m the church, preach 
the Won3." 

After the hynm, " The Church's one Foundation," 
tbc Bishop took hi* sncU in front of thr Comrounion 
taUe. and the candidate was presented in the usual 
way. After the laying on of hands, Mr. P*ck read 
the Gospel. 

The winter wns not over, and the newty-ondained 
missionary would not fetum to his station until 
the summer. The departure of winter was eagerly 
^waited for more than one reason. The old Gtr.ek 
pvoveH> says. ** One swallow does not make 
spring." In Hudson's Bay, however. The i^oose of 
prose might be substituted for the bird of poetry. 
Bishop Horden, writing soon after the ordination, 
says; 

" But spring was coming, even though it came 
taidi1y>and by-and-by greiit excitement was caused 
by the announcement tliat a goose had be«j *een ; 
and now *' gome " was the great subject of conversa- 
tion. When would the first goose t>e killed ? Who 
would be the lucky individual to kiU it ? Goose 
stands were made at intervals of about hisJf a mile 
all down the river. Decoy gettse were in abundance, 
but the wild geese were very shy, Tliey rewarded 
the hunter's patience andsl<ill but modemldy; but, 
in the poor times we were experiencing, every single 
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goode U4S JL ptize, and oltea a btm(«r sat in hb slaud 
two or thrrr days vrithout securing one. Thi* yrJiz 
the bird$ could find uo feeding in consequence of the 
gr*at deptli of snoWj and on certain spots hundreds 
were found frozen. tUrved tu dl^itll. I do not 
Tcmcmbcr having heard of a similar occurrcncr." 

It was not tuttil July, 1878, that Uie Rtv, E. J. 
Peck rrtiim«1 to LthIc* Whnlc River. Fn roui^ he 
visited wme of the trading posts of Uie Hudson's 
Bay Company. One of the places waa Seal River. 
SpeaJting cf this place, be say»: 

" Herr l met some twenty Indians; these being 
Christians, they desired me to baptu« theii children. 
For Ibis purpose they cleared one comer of their 
teot for Diy use. and madeother preparations. Such 
acts tbovrcd tjicii: kindness and good wishes. What 
a curious sight, this Indian tent, with moss for a 
carpet, and dried ^b over my head, together with 
the motJpy group who surroimdcd me 1 But thero 
was thie swe^si truth which g^=ive beauty to all, v'tx., 
Jestu vr»A near to blesit ns in cur humble abode, 
]u»t Aft much, I believe, ai if we had the spire of some 
noble b^iilding over our heads-" 

The oext j^ace vi^ted was Gre^t Whale River* 
" Here," Mr. Peck writti. '* I met about fifty Indians s 
they were aq^z to hear about Jc«ub. 1 told them 
(ho simple story of the Saviour's love, and exhorted 
Uwui to liave Jesus for their Friend and Guide. 
1 have no doubt Init God will hleM such feeble 
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«florts, I am sure He lovi>s the Tndians as much w 
any cue che ; eo I expect Hlni to save and blea* them." 

On hi* arrival at Littlr Whalt River he h*d a 
pleasant experience. If then: is one thing that a 
missionary feels more anxiety about than another, 
it i» the steadfastness of the fnJth of young converts 
and the permanent eflcct of hi3 teaching during his 
absence. It may be said that the faithful .servant 
of Chrtfit should have more tmst m his Master^ and 
in the upholding power of the Holy Spirit. Be this 
as it may, St, l^au]*:i feehngs were very similaj to 
tlio<c of a modem worker. Both alike may find no 
rest while they wait for the coming ol a Titus. 
Both alike mfiyexrlnlm, " Wherefore wc could no 
loDg«r fottoar . . . and sent Timothens our 
brother . , . to eatabllsh you and comfort jnou con- 
cerning ycfur faith." In the present case tliere was 
no Titus or Tim^thv to be the means of communica- 
tion between the teacher and ttie taught, and 
Marconigrams were as yel unthought of And so, 
if a few anxious thoughts had entered his mind 
during the many months of his enforced absenoe, 
it xvas excusable. But on his atii^'al he says : 

" What has become of the poor Eskimos during 
their teacher's absence ? I have a pleasant answer 
to give, whifh is this : the same God who was 
pleased to bless them while I was with them, has 
done tlie same during my absence. This has been 
done through the medium of my helper, Moludo, 
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and otlwrs; meetings weic hold by tbem which 
were well attended, and the Eskimos were very 
fuuuom to Icam. 

"On my arrival al little Whale River the 
people gave me a very he-irty wolcr^mc, and some 
of them appeand quite delighted to ^cjt m^. 

" It gives me great joy and encouragement to 
ministeT to these people, Metng they are so willing 
to Icam. and so anxious to know the tiuth. I trust 
God will spare me to live witit them for inAny years. 
J«us h known to many ; and tho Spirit's Nmctifying 
iniluence is icU, I trust, in some lifrarts. Let u* 
pfvtt on in faith, nothing doubting, and God will 
g^ve a stkU greater blessing. Let us pray and work, 
for life is brief and the souls of men are precious." 

The willingness ^ind dirsire to teach and help 
Othera on the upward and heavenly pjtth is surdy 
the most Girist-like spirit tliat c^ be displayed, 
awl the one most covtrted for Hii prof^c by tho^ 
who themselves endeavour to act on the great com- 
majul, " Let your light so sliinc before men that 
they may sctj >'uur goods works* ;uid glurily your 
FatJier which is m heav*m." Thit spirit had 
manifested itsell among the Eskimoe. 

Heft might be mentioned the fint incident of real 
eDCOUragemcnt as far as actual conversion is coo- 
cenud- it was the case of a heathen woman who 
cune to the tmding station at Little Whale River 
with a party of her people. She listened most 
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atlcnlivc3y to the f^rcAl and wondcrfii] truths which 
wvre brought to her notice, aod Mr. Pedt was ^ad- 
drncd to see how earnestly she dcsirrd in*tmrtion. 

After a time she had to leave the station, mt^viog 
out on the froren sen. WhUe 1ivui|( in a inow- 
houw on thdt barren, icy waste, ^ua w»« tnid loiv 
by sickn<!S4, Her heathen neij^hbonrs tried lo per- 
»u;ide her in every possible way to listen to th« 
conjurors. But ttie wornan was 6rm, and did not 
hoed Uielr appeals. The heathen themselves broughl 
in tidings to tlie station some time after that »he 
had died trusting in her new found faith. 

" Wliit a comfort this wiis to me \ " ejcdaims 
the solitary worker for OirisL " How it strengthened 
my failh, amd enabled ine to press on in the work 
of the Lord I " 

And &o we pans on tlifoogb anotJier winter. 
Trials do not become less, but Ihcy are cast more 
on Htni who is e\'er ready lo l>eM then). En- 
conragement becomes greater and gives increased 
energy ^nd power of endunmce to Uie missionary. 
For in March, TS79, he is once more able to speak 
of the furtherance of Ihe Kingdom of God. " 1 
have already met several strange Eskimos this 
year to whom I have ministered accijidiog to my 
ability. A number of the people were with me for 
some time. I had tliem with me about Ave hours 
each day, so that I w^s able to give them a good 
supply of spiritual food. One family, oonsisting of 
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some twelve memDers, ptw tm ttittr charnti or 
u/'A^x, desiring lo Iwvc Jsisiui only ;is their Saviour 
ard Defender. Many of the Eskim&s ftecm to have 
lost iill taitti iu Ibeif conjui^^n, ^dlljougti Uicy ace 
not yet willing (o part with their rharm*. T hflve 
lotd ttiL-m plaiuly th«y caiinot have Jvsus and tliw 
idols also, so that ttiey mmt leavt them if they wish 
to be »vcd. 1 do not wish any one to imagine 
thifit the* favourable results have been brought 
^Mut ^ulcly by my ^^ncy, fur il humun uf^t^ncy i;i 
OUUidi^rrd, T mtist say that my helper, MoUicto, 
has done, %Dd continues to do, a great work. He 
seems to have a deep bve for the souls of bb fcllow- 
oouatrymcn. 

"1 intend to baptize four of the Eskimos who h^ive 
been onder in ".traction, and who have for&aken 
their heathenism. In this matter i have earnestly 
asked God to guide and direct mc. I shall bo ia 
no hurry to baplixc inquirers, but I shall give them 
timrr to count the cost of their religion. It k riglit 
to build the Eskimo Giuxdi ou a. good foundation ; 
for If the people imn^ne that Christiunity consists 
in being boptuedr and having certain outward fonn« 
and oeninonies. wh0e they ding to their sins and 
foDow some of tlieir licathcn practices, i am afraid 
the blessing of God will not be manifest-" 

Shall we lookat Uie slory of one who wa8 baptised f 
It is thftl of Ni^ppingrrok, and fhcwn most 
strikingly some of the dangers gf Eskimo life on 
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the one haod, and the mighty power of God's grace 
on the otb«r 

" NcpplDgerok wKt an Rsktma of muoJi biteDi- 
genc«, .ind always &lkow^ considerable desire for 
instruction, thou^ until he was laid low with 
siclcn<?s3 and aittiction, he had ucvct evinced any 
special spiritual desirfs. 

" One day in the autumn, when the sea began to 
freeze over, he \"entured out upon the ioe {which 
WM not very thick yet), bent upon the capture of 
%cals for food for hia wife and little ones. 

" When *ome distance from the land a g»\t of 
wind an^e, and the ice was shattered by the fury 
ot the storm, and Noppiugeiok wa& carried away 
on a boating island of Ice. 

"Every momtnt he expected the frown piece 
upon which he stood would break. But God 
kept hini from tliis awful fat«. 

"The wind suddenly abated, tlien began o^in 
to blow* but this time m an opponitr direction, 
urgmg the floe on which he stood towards the land- 
Toued to and fro for twenty houra upon Uiat floe, 
he succeeded at last tn reaching the shore. But 
this fearful voyaging had been too mudi for him, 
hardy aa he was by nattire-, and rapid cnnaumptbn 
let to. 

*' I could see," aays Mr Peek, " that he had not 
long to live, and patiently* pnyetfully tried to lay 
before him the Gospel scheme. 



ORXJINATION to? 

' He tisteniHi very ea^ly. very attentlvdy to Ihe 
Gbd Tidiftgs of a Saviouf B knc, and applied hiituidl 
most assiduously to Itsm lo read the little book 
coaUming p^^itions tA Ir^'s Holy Word, 

"His anxiHy to know tbe Lord soon derprncd 
into a red, living tru^l m the ciucified One* ;iihd a 
full o»ifcssit>n cjf hb faith. T had Ihe joy of baptising 
him. He took the name of John. 

"Some little time after the poor fellow died. 
I W4S not wiOi biin wIksi he passed 4w^y, but the 
last thing he did wjm to reud the Word of God, 
«spcctdUy St. John's Gospel, chapter xiv„ which 
speaks of the Father's house with the many mansions 
for the di^riplca oi Qirist." 
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" No-, my Goi, lei, 1 baecch T^wtw Thiofi 
eyesbcopcD, Aad Jet Tlunecjrt \k atlcnt unto 
tbe prayer ih^ii b made In chls pUce." 

WHEN the ftummtr o( tS?^ wm advartcj?dp Ihc 
Rev. E.J.Peckwasable tothank God And 
lake C0Tjnip:e both on account of <iympatbctic co- 
operation whidi he rccciv<^d in hi» work dnd for the 
consolidation, so to speak, of his teaching. 

TUc <:o-opcnili[>:i t:inie from Ibe uewly-awakfloed 
GAnifHtnc-^ in one of the ofiiccre of the Hndion'a 
Bay Company. He not only dedicated hmiself to 
the aervicc of God. but exerdsed aW the influence 
which he possessed in thesamedirection, both among 
E^mo% and Indians. What an example of this 
kind means la the missionary none but the n]i»- 
siminry fAn trU. It i* always one of Ihr *on*st 
trialg to find the heathen pointing the &nger of 
xoom at the un-Christlike lives of our fellow-country- 
men, and telling the preacher to convert them first. 

urn 
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Tbc logic of facts is always the must powciiul, and 
one pTOtligAtc life may krep out many wavi^crs on 
the thrtetioM of the Kingdom. And coDversely. one 
eftmest, coQsisteiit layman may he the mc;ui» of 
drawing numbers through the Beautiful Gate. 

Besides lh« lie!pi?T. who was in a position inde- 
pendent of the Mission, Bidiop Hord^n £cni an 
a&sistant to share the work with Mr. P«ck, This 
was Mr Edward Richards, a laymaiit who was, 
however, subsequcully ordained, and is still lahour- 
hg in the Diocese of Moosoncc. He was not in the 
same station wlUi Mr. Peck, but was set to the 
oversight of some distant parts of his wide "' parish," 

CoEuoJidation oi work there also wa9> On Aug. 6 
we r«ad : 

"The books sent last year have proved a great 
boon^ and I fmve good reason for believing that 
God*s Spirit has taken the written Word as the 
meana of enlightening the souls of some of my poor 
people. 1 ani happy to say tliat several can now 
read their books quite flurntly, 

" 1 have made it a practice during tlie time I have 
been at l.itth Whalr River to in^^truct all the Eski- 
mos who live at this post daiJy.so that they can all, 
with lew exceptions, read their books; and I betieve 
any oi them wonld give satisfactory answers if ques- 
tioned upon QiCbl of the leading trutlis oC Chris- 
tianity." 

But there was further joy aIso> For bcttcx uiesuu 
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oJ tertcbin^ the people were at hand. In the Inst 
ch^iptcr it vnu pointed out th;it though the mnch- 
DGcded iroD dnird] had arrived at Moose in 1877, 
it had not be«n po«^b)c lor Mr. I'eck to t^e it back 
with bim en his rpturn to Littlr Whale Rivo" in 1873. 
Towards the end of August, 1875, il was iepojLed as 
beCng at the trdding station. The erection of the 
building wa* complrtcd undrr diJhcuUic-s, but by the 
latter part of October all obstacle had bc«n over- 
come- A letti^r of December 20, written to the 
Rev. Henry Wright, gives a foil account ; 

** You will be delighted to hear that God li^ 
ennble!<1 me to erect the iron church. It is a nice, 
neat little building. Die^uring (ciidufiive of chaucel) 
forty f»t long by twenty wide. 1 was alK)ut eight 
weulcs erecting it, the Eskimos being employed by 
the Ifud^n's Bay Company ; I was, therefore, only 
able to have their help for eig^t days, so thiit the 
lion's share of the tusk c^me I0 my lot^ I had jdso 
plenty of puuling work, us the gnmnd plan could 
not be found; but with frxperiments, persevenuxe, 
and hard work, we mauag^ finally to get cvcry- 
tJiing in its place. 

'* The building wa^ opened on Sunday, October a/6, 
I preached in Eskimo^ Indian, and En^ish to my 
small flock. I spent a moat happy day; and I 
think uur poor Eskimos, iDdians. and othcri were 
very thankful for the gift which hay hocn 9cmt them. 
For uty uwn part, I feel deeply thankful to God, 
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III 



and God's p«i>p]c, who have given mc surh ft hdp 
in my wor^ 7ou know how necessary it b to 
have a proper pLicr wherein to worship 0<>d ; I 
shall DOW be able to speak to the people with aome 
coiuiort, wh'^n;^ (vnncrly 1 wja forced t£> p^k 
ihcm in my Uttlc hou»c» <>r go into the open air. or 
have them in the Hudson's Day Osmpan/s qiurten. 
1 have no doubt tlic E^mos who ^trrivc in the spring 
will be ^iad to assemble within the building ; they 
will sec tor thcmsclvca the gift which has been sent 
tiican, to that I hope ihtir hearts may be inclined 
to receive Hint who is willing and waiting to give 
Uiem a still grcalci jjifl^-cvcn lilc etetn^. As tlie 
church will br viitiUc to all, it will be n silent wit* 
luaa lor God. The Efikimos will also understand 
4sm desires lor their welfare far better than U mere 
words were used, 

" I am happy to ^y th?Lt God ia still helping and 
Uessbg me in tlus work. Tlie Eskimos ccpiitinuc 
dcKTOUS to Icam, and some of them «how sign^ of 
q)tritual life, for which blcssiiigs I am Indeed thaak- 
fuL 1 hAvc a Urm p«rm:s.Mon th.it God has n great 
bleaeiog in Etoru lor the Indians and Eskimos. I 
have been led to plead much for them of late, and if 
the Holy Spirit baa Indted me to more earnestness 
In pnyer. it is (accorduig to my duod] that He may 
use and fit the weak instrument for a means ol tjicts- 
ing to others. God, as you know. gencnUly works 
upon our own souls when He intends to use us. 
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Oh 1 may Ht oHea work within us, indting m to 
more caxnestness and devotion in HU bl^'ss^ work ! 

"May I iisk you lo make the month ul M^y a 
particular time oi prayer for the Kskiirics ? It b 
thrD tfaAt the greatest ntimbcr an; nc^i me ; then I 
am in the midst of the (eailul battle against Satan, 
%iTi, and indifference, and t nct^ particolar grac^ 
You know then: bjc spcdal seasons when we need 
to h:ive our hands upheld by specui prayer and 
sympathy- 

"The news of the iron church being 
trill no donbt be a matter of much joy to Min Agnc^j 
yourself, and otlicr fncnds who thought of the poor 
Isolated E^mos, and sent them such a token of 
lov9 ud sympathy. GtatefuUy youn in that 
blessed hope. "E. J. Peck." 

Th<; surprise of the Eskimos who travelled to the 
post was unbounded. 

"The poor people walked around the outride of 
the building and tapped the corrugated iron with 
tbcir £iiger», wondering of uhat peculiar material 
such a building could be made. Others, again, 
wonder^ how we possibly managt^ tu cicct the 
steeple, which, after all, is a very tiny affair, 

"But when tbcM simple folk saw the inside of the 
church, so nicely lined and varnished, their surprise 
kjiew uo bounds, and they cried out : 

" What a wonderful hou^e ! " 

"Oh, how hi^ I" 
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" AVhal uxiaderfuJ seats I " etc.» eta 

Again, writiog to Miss ToUey ot St Lconards-on- 
Sea, Mr. Peck describes the iron building, and a<ld*, 
" llie H^kiioos are delighted with it, and seem to 
think themselves the richest people in the world " 
on Account of this great possessioa. 

How easy would it be for the wefilth of Christian 
EngUnd to give joy to the world. If only we really 
believed that Christ spoke the tnith when He wiid, 
*' It is more blessed to give than to receive," and 
acted accordingly, there would soon be peace upon 
earth anioug tliose in whom God Is well pltased. 
But, iinluppily, the saytn^ of Christ aiv n^garded 
a£ coatainin^ beautiful sentiments, dbeJt unsuitable 
lor a practical and business-hke nge. 

It wa* net Iwig before the new church wa^ brought 
into fun use and cons^rated to the glory of God by 
the truest serv-ice. In the ssimc letter, dated Fcb- 
raary t% r88o, just quoted^ we read, " I bav« been 
priN'ilcgcd to admit some of my people into the 
vislbleChurch of Christ vt-ithin its walls, ;ind I hope 
to baptiiie more m the spring of this year." 

We haw* heard several times of John Mf>lurto, 
and tile help he was rendering to the mis&iunaiy. 
We nUght here enlarge on what has l>een said before, 
and give Mr. Peck's account of hi» feaj and tnethod 
under great difhcully in work. At the date above 
mentioned, we rc^id: " He is about &ixty yean old, 
and almost a cripple But xttiJ he doc* a great deal 
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of Viwk for the Saviour. \Vhn\ the Eskimos arc 
hen: at Little Whale Rivet he speaks to tbem about 
their souls, and csborta them to turn to Jcm%. 
Somctunuv, whuD he is not able to walk ubout on 
the ice, he manages to get other E^kimoi to haul 
him about vn 3 ^Jeigh, »o lU-xi lie miiy sec thciii ^nd 
speak to them. I h^\-c oftm found him with a band 
of bis Ediow-coimtrymeo round htm. teadiing tJism 
to read and telling of Uie Saviour's love. Molucto 
has also proved a great help to me in the study of 
llie Eskimo tongue. Althou^ he can spetk scarcely 
a word of EngtiAli. he ho^ a way peculiar to binuclf 
of making one undcrst.md wh^t he mcanSi so that 
I hav<? found, and ilo find, him a greai bclp wJien 
difficulties stnnd in my way. Another reiaarkdble 
trait in his character is his perseverance in acquiring 
knowledge, la lliis lespect I know not oa« to cijiul 
him. For houni he will study hia book, and he bos 
now as much Auency in reading ;is many of my yoiug 
peopk who are hale and hearty. He b also very 
grateful to thow who show him any httlc kindness, 
and T think he loves those who tcU him of Jcsi^h," 

Surely tiLe pwple. of whom Uie man so de^oibed 
is a repieArntative, ore worlh helping } He may be 
called a jepicsonlativc, for pci^cvctouce ia acquiring 
knowlrd^ vi quite an Eskimo characteristic- For 
instance, a youi^ woman, nujn(.-d Agnes Anoit, is 
one who learned to read quite l^ucntly, almost 
otiroly by her own exertions, for she was away from 
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tba LitUo WbaJe River whi]« Mr, Peck was tfaeiet 
tnd Uterdore was bdepi^rtdi^nt of his help. Here 
is another case taken irum Mr, Peck's diary : — 
"Some Eskimos arrived in th^ evening . . , One 
young fdlow, whom I h;ul never seen before, hud 
ftlmoat Ic'imrd to read, and had some knowledge of 
ChnsliaiuLy, It apfieaied thai he hod met another 
Eskimo who h:Ld done his best to instruct him* 
Other cases might be quoted, biit there is no need 
to do SO, in the light of the statement, which has 
;drcady been m^dc, that practically ail the E&kuitos 
at Little Whale River could now read," 

Isolation ii» always one ol the ^leat tiiaLt of a 
missiozury'R life, St, P;iul frit it when he wrote: 
*^ Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and bdng lam 
with thee/' And irom Apostolic days down to 
the prrscnt experience h the ^amc. The spirituiilly- 
miud«d man needs ttie fellowship of the Spirit iu 
Others. But generally hi these days of milwayst 
telegraphs and telephones, though the missionary 
may be cut oli from tlie sympatliy and teUowsliip 
of penonal contact, he ha^aids to realise conuntinion 
m bis rc^ar mail acrvioe. The worker ui 
Arctic soenet, however, has not this comfort. Hit 
isolation if; comp3cte, and if he has not learned to 
lev) wholly upon his God for support, his tol ii 
Indeed a sad and hard one. 

Wc can understand this to some extent when we 
read Mr. Peck's words to Miss ToUey, a warm sup- 
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porter of the Mission : " Tour kind ittier of May 6 
did not rcitdi m« until the 6th of l>eccmber.** 
Nearly cigjit months for a lctti>r to reach ita dt^^tina* 
tioii ! In these cist's of the rapid movcoicnt of 
event* dynasties might be overtimed, his friends 
might be dead and buried, and the sojourner in 
Arctic regions be la Hie most profound ignor^uicc of 
aJi. And when the letter doc* at Ust reach its 
destination, then two months more have (o ^ by 
wearily btiorr there vt any cpportuntty ol sending 
an answer. No wonder, Ihm, that the ambassador 
for Cliriftl feel« a hun^'i^r for the piayet^ of tlie faith- 
fnl at home, knowing that lhe*e will help him to «iy 
with Chri3l, " I am not alone because ttie Father is 
with me." Speaking from the deptli of the An:tic 
winter, Hr. Peck exdMms: "It is mdeod a lonely 
aii<l barren spot where God has called me to labour 
and live. But I must not ittar nor be discouraged. 
God will, no doubt, ^\-e me grace to toil on, if I 
mak<? Him my refuge and strength/* 

MiM ToUcy mteiMted hertolf m getting together 
ajid sending out for distribution ;tmong the people 
many wann woollen garments and other useful 
tilings. The necessary delay ki the delivery of these 
things well illustiates the isolation of the littJc 
Whole River trading station. It ts not until 
Dtcember 20, i83o, thnt the goods f^iit off in the 
early sninmer of 1879 arc acknrjwlcdged as received. 
Ihcn Mr, Peck writes, under Hm date, concenuBg 
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these things ; " I am now able to sprak of ttu^m. 
Toil could iict have »eat a nicer supply. Tlii^knhted 
vests wtrc almcat cnmjgh to inake ont warm lo look 
at them. Some of the nrtides wetc almost too 
nice to give to the poor Eskimos and liidiaii«, who 
sfmul mudi of thdr time iu not vecy dean tents ^ind 
houses. One poor woman seemed quite delighted 
to receive one ol the vests. She looked and looked 
as if such a nice thing could never be intended for 
her/' Strme ol the things Ujus sent were given 
as prizes either for teaching or learnings with a view 
to the encouraf;emcnt of general industry and iro- 
provcmenl. 

A peep behind the scenes ia always of intereAt. 
And h^i the reader should imagine that the life of 
aServanlof Godin these icy climates is one of deadly 
monotony and idleness, we can draw aside tlie veil 
for a rnomrtit and see how Mr. Peck describes his 
daily hfe at this time : 

*' I suppo^ you sometimes wonder bow 1 mariaf^ 
to live herv, and how I spend the long winter months. 
I am very comfortable considering all the cinrjm- 
stances, and I do uot feel tlie cold m> much a» one 
mighl imagin<^. Having n. snng hou.i*^ m.idc of logs 
to live in. I am al^lc to keep myself tolerably wjuth 
with tlie help of a stove. When I ^o cut«de 1 wear 
a good thick fur coat, which keeps out the ccdd 
wonderfully well. If I am away with the Eakimo^ 
and h;ivc to iJeq) in their snow house:t, then I use 
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A Inrgc fur blanket in whicli I can sleep v.'ith comfort. 

" It is tmc tlic ;;ir is very cold^but it b »o dear 
ftiu) bnidng, And tends fio much tr> invigorate one. 
that it is not nearly so Irjiiig as might be tkupjjosct!- 
It is doubtless owing to this c^use tbat wc arc so 
free from cunnplauits to ^vliidi people in Eagtand 
arc snbjcet- Again, wc are not nrarlyso Kidly off 
for food as some are apt to tlunk. When tlic rcitt- 
deer are nmnerou.i wc rwetve a good supply of 
venison from tlie Eskimos; and besides the deer, 
we area.ble to obtain partridges ^nd hares, so we arc 
not in much danger of starving, although we have 
no shops as in old England. 

'* You may wonder how I spend my time, and 
what I ^o to keep my mind occupied. For ooc 
thing, I can always find plenty to do in the way of 
!ftudy. and for aiioUitu ! always have Eskimos neat 
me whom 1 tearh. And besides these Ihln^, I b.ivc 
(o do cooking, etc., m> th^t you can fully understand 
me when 1 say that f do not find time hang heavy 
oil my hands. 

"The daily routine is somewhat os follows; — 
1 rise at 6 a,m> Two hooi^ until S aau. axe occu- 
pied with devotions and study. Tlicn comrs break- 
fast. At 9 a.m. I gather the children together for 
school After school T study the languages^ At 
1 p.m. I have my dinner. Excix;ise takca up thfi 
afternoon till 4 nr 5 p,m> Tea is thp next event. 
After the tea the adult Eskimos ate called for Service 
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and instruction, Thra once more comes my own 
study and devotion, and bed at lo p,m.** 

AU Ihisirpresentsa fuU life, but roonotonou* when 
lived day by day, we^ by week, year by year the 
sAmt^ But the mi>notony is relieved by the: IniMt 
pleasant, v'li., seemg ths dawning faith, tJii; gtowinff 
mist, the brighter lives of those tor whom the life 
k livetj. Soul after soul is saved ; one after anotlier 
U set as a jewd in thr rrown of Christ — that rmwn 
w^iicb He will wear as soon as it siun» with the 
varied hues o( all the lustre of the world ; not of 
Jeiu^cm or of Saroona alone, tnit of the uttermost 
parts f4 the world — the icebound shores of the 
Eskimos. 

It is probAbl€> also, that the law of compensation 
operates in the life of every one who is willing to 
come under iC» inlluence- Monotony and iv>Uti(m 
tend to thdr own relief for the cheery di<^posttion 
and th6 willing servant of God. The missionary 
who ha» constant opportunities of assodatini; nith 
bis fellow-countrymen, or whote life m^iy be relieved 
by ordinary pleasures, as in the case of out midBnt 
in an Indxdn st46on, has a attain amount cf temptft* 
tlon which may lead him to took upon aoodatloQ 
with natives of the country a« irksome* But in 
such a position ^ Utile Whale River, the Englisli- 
DUD, cut oil iiwn hi> nutunil cnviioiuneiit altogether, 
will duon-cr all the attractive qualities and char- 
actcristics he can in those bv whom he » surrounded 
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and form incndaliip^ mnong tbem. And so Mr. Peck 
u Able to look on tht^ bright side, and trnd plenty to 
admire b the E^kunoe. There is ccrtamly no tone 
of d^prc<A([>n in sudi a deso'ipllon as he £iv«s. " Afi 
rG£Uid« the people tbem&elvGs, they are i-Ax inxt 
being the stunted race they are generally repr^ 
at^utvd tu be. It is true thi^y are not tall, but tli^ 
ar>; stout and strongly built. Besides thw, they aie 
2 lenurkably happy, good-natured people. It 
would do you good, 1 am sure, to see a Rroup of 
tlieni alter tlicy arrive at Little Whale River TTiey 
look very hearty and contented- The w'GBien 
prt^nt a strange appearance, with their cliildren in 
thcij hoods and the little ones peeping out in such 
an ariful manntj-. 1 nometimcst wonder how it b 
th<:ir cliildicn arc not frozen, but, strange to f^y, 
they seem to fcd the cold Icaa than their parents. 
Wlien the little ouev arc nbEe to ^^*uJk they atv dn^sM^ 
in warm fur clothes. Some of them art*. *o fflt> and 
are altogetlier so bulky in theif winter costumes, 
thAl one eould almost roll them about like b.ilU with 
little fear of hurling them." 

Then» again, not only is the exterior pleasing and 
intcivsting, but the Eskimos arc sucbkind, teachable 
people that one seldom does anything for them 
without being cliecred in souIh 

Perhaps this chapter caimot be more appropriately 
brought to a close than by giving the story of one 
whose conversion belongs to this pcfiod. It is a 
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fttory which tcHs of character, oppo^itioii. gratitude 
u)d salvAtion. Charbttc OovAraluk was, during 
the cariy potixon o( the missiviury's rtsidcncc at 
LittIl^ Whale River, much opposed to the Gosp»:l. 
Htr opposition wa6, curiouUy enough, lur^fy Ixised 
upon what sheconsidered to br ;in mdignity ofEt-rcd 
to woman. It seemed to her a most munstrous :uid 
absurd thing that m the story of the Fill a woman 
should play the leading partj and be th€ first to fall 
into traii^i'tf^ion^ And far 3. long time iht seemed 
to have no desire for spirittiiil things. 

*' As fai as I can remember," wntes Bfr^ Peck. 
" her heart seemed to be firsl really moved when 
one of Iter children fell dan^rou&ly ill and was 
hrouRlU very n^r to the gate of death. 1 visited 
her, fmd did what I could to help ;tnd comfort her. 

*"rhe little one recovered, and now the mother 
began to listen with gre^it attention to the glad 
tidio^ of *alvittif>n. She joined o»r reading class, 
and showcdarcmarkablc and dogged perseverance in 
acquiring the art of reading. Her little book was 
conalontly in her hands, and she grew quickly in 
the knowledge of God. 

*' Shortly after tlU^ ^le was admitted by baptism 
into Christ's visible Church, and shr lived a remark- 
ably consutcnt life on the whole," 

She did ncthveloug, for a year or two later, during 
the mbsionary's absence, she was attacked by a 
fat^Ll dizkcaw. The oilicer in ctiarge of the Hudson's 



na THE LIFE OF E, J- PECK 

Bay Company^s Station kindly visited her, and 
reported that she had persevered to the end, and 
had met death cahnly and joyfully, realising, like 
St. Paul, that " to depart and be with Christ is 
far better '* than the weary pilgrimage and warfare 
of this world. 



CHAPTRR VII 



mUERATIOKS AWD RRSCLT^ 



" Miuny KhuU come Jnjm the- Easi ajid WmI» 
AEid Khali fill dofva wiih Abraham, liuic. ;m<i 
|acobk in the kingdom of hca^^ccu" 

IN the beginning ai i88r. Mr, Peck heard that 
there w^ some proUtbility of a large number 
of Eskinios having come into the trading post at 
Great Whale Ri\-ei. This was aboot Miy miles 
south of his own station. He determined, therefore, 
to make the journey, whicli would take two dny%, 
travelling with sludge and dogs. 

We picture to ourselves, perhaps, the delimit o( 
such a trip. The merry bells tinkle in our car-; the 
ruddy fuces of Uie tnvellcis (flowing with health 
and happiness appear before tui ; the smooth, 
»wift, cxliiUt rating motion of tlic fledge bccms to 
impart itself to our own bodies ; as in fancy we com- 
poie it with the unitnAtcd a>cene» th<tt wc luve 
witnessed among those who seek their pleasure in 
this fashion on the sometimes frozen snow o^ our 

own weU-Uid, even roads. 

in 
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Bill urc nmxt not allow bncy to lead ns astr;iy by 
Dutkin^ us think thai Arctic journeys are pleasant 
ptmicft. There arc other Uun^ to he takcxi into 
account, ;uid thc^ also must be placid in the 
picture as objects to lomi a very dark t^ackgJuiuuL 
Endurance has been spoken of in an eariiw chapter' 
a» nccr^sary. We understand this, for the road 
is not smooth ; the ice h piled in great heaju and 
hummocks ; the joUing is so great is to maki? it dil&- 
cult to sit on the sledge ; occasionally the oscillation 
is too much for the ceutre of gravity, and the occu- 
pant is pitched out without cijfcmony. Then, again, 
thcd^gs ate not ^ways amenable to di^pline.as WQ 
have seen; they think it right at a critical point of 
tlic jouniey to settle some ;Lrgunient amon^ thCDl-, 
selves ; they fights ^nd bccnrae hopelewly entangled' 
in their harness ; one or two break away and can- 
nf>t bp caught agam mitil the march for Ih(? dayhu 
bocn brought to an end slowly and undcrdogged. Or, 
once more, there is tlie keen^ biting wuid, oftc:iIadcn 
with 9now drift. It penetrates the thickest fur. 
Nothing can keep the traveller warin, and when he 
arrived at his destination, no Itrc, no prepared food* 
no loving faces welcome hiin, but ouly bare snow 
walls. No ; Arctic life vi not nil picnic, 

WcD. on February 17, i89i, Mr. Peck left his log 
home at LitUe Whale River and started for G.W.R,. 
as he calls it in his di^uy, but wc must be conrfui 
not to mterpret the initials as meaning the Great 
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Westcxn Railway, Enterprising as our companies 
may be, ihty have not fmind trad*? amonpit the 
Eskimos encouraging enough to induce them to 
poictrale their country ivilh iron roads. The mia- 
sionary had one tnivvlHng companion, ^n Eskimo. 
They accomplishod only some twenty-two miles the 
firrt day, and encamped for the uiglit. At lea^, 
this b what Mr, Peck describes himself as doing ; 
but it may be allowable to object to bis desciiptJon, 
9e«bg that the Itavelleri are up again toon after 
midnijjht to re»uxne tlidr journey. They reached 
Great Wbak Riv^r the next day in spite of a h^ravy 
head wind, whidi made it almost impossible to keep 
wann. But on arrival a dUappointment awaited 
Mr. Peck, for it was found tl\at only a small number 
of pcopli; wtrc tncjm|>cd thctc instead of thfj many 
be bad expected. He consoled bimsdf, howrvor, 
in a very charactemtic way, for ho says he was glad 
ns a Of>nw^ur'-nr<? to hr ^hlr to minltti^ to thfim 
with so macli thtr moic individual caie. 

The jiojonm wa-i a short one — only fivft d^yn. 
On February 35 tbe missionary started again on & 
tour of discovery, to seek and save those w!io were 
rtsdy to pcaifJi from spiritual cold and rttaivation. 
The dog« were fr<^h And the snow quite hnn), so, 
^ting away at 6 a.m., a good day's work was dona 
beloiTe nif^t, Thtn the two encamped, cooked 
tlieir supper, bad pniycrB, and tried to make them* 
seKes snug and comfortable. They lay dowD to 
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rtOCpt Iwt it was only & trying to sleep after alL 
The cold was *r> intense, that to beccme bucn^tblc 
to it in the land of slumber was out of the question, 
Consct|uently, Ui^y were glud to nuke an early start 
again the next morning. The course was xww 
diveitnj seawAni:^, to some iilanda wnne three or 
four mWcs from the coast. Tber« some snow-lbOuAes 
were found, and happily tbcy were not empty. The 
inhabitants gave Mr. Pedc and his coDapanioQ a 
welcocne. One of the womcii Mxjn put oil ta thf 
lamp ID order lo heat water for tea. It was rather 
a tardy process, bat tlic warm driuk w^ most 
wdcofne when U was ready at l«L£t, Next Iho 
children wen; gathered together aad taught, 

" Then/* we read in the missionary's diary, " I 
went out to the other ^loet and spoke to the people 
inside. One of the men wai juat on the pomt oE 
going out to hunt seals, so I determined lo accom- 
pany him. After walkiiig over the ^co for sotue 
time, we came to a place vriiere there was a seal bole. 
At the upp^r end it waa small, about the site of a 
cxuwu piece, but the lower portJoa was Ltrgur. Tlie 
hunter looked Jntn the hole lo ^r. if it were froicD 
over. If it is not he knows tliat the seal has been 
blowing tJiere quite recently. Being satisfied that 
there w:is some prospect of haqxxjniiig a price, he 
next arranged his weapons and sat down near the 
hol« to wait for Ids prey. 

" It was not long in this case before a seal came (o 
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the h^v, und the hunter struck it with his harpoon, 
Tlie bole waa immediately made larger with the 
Ghiid vrhich b always aU;idied to the ^haft of the 
h^Lipoon. The «c--tl was soon Aixct brought up on 
the ice and bauLcd into the Iglo, where Mr. Peck h^A 
l^kcn up hi* ^bade for th« time heinj^. llrrc it wu 
at oDcc cut up, and pieces were handed round to the 
Eskimos. One little lellow was given a pi<;ce of tlte 
(ory blubber and meit, which he f«!Cincd to enjoy 
most wondcrfuiJy/' 

Tliis kind of diet U said to be very heating to the 
syEtem, mid aiict citing a goud m(!;il oE mw sc^*k 
flesh the natives are able to frndure the* cold much 
better UuuL would be the atae with other kinds ul f uod< 

" In the evening/' remnncs Mr, Pock, *' we *ing 
.hymns, read God's Word, and 1 addressed ihem, 
speaking of Christ rai^iin^ f-ai^inw from the drarf, 
ajul pouiting out Uic power of tlie Saviour 111 Whom 
m an invited to believe. 1 am «urr- it wontd have 
been an iatetvaUn^ and attractive sight to any of 
Cod's pcopk could they only have liad a peep at us 
in our snow-bound dwelling and listened to our 
praises. For my p*irt I felt most h^ippy, and the 
little privation I endu/rd soeoiod uothii;^ couupatetl 
with the Joy of doing even a tiltlt: for these Arctic 
wanderers. 

" Before we rctirwl to r^st one of tbe mtm Uncked 
up the opet:ing which svrwd for a doorway with a 
hrgr pinY of snow, and made a small bole in the 
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upper put of the [g!c, which act«d sa n sort of 
ventilator or air escape. Having wrapped myself 
up In a d<*r^kin robe I sooD i*"a« !o slwp, my 
quurttira being far wamter than one would uiuigiiiie. 
This is aci:finnt*d for by the numbrr packi^ together 
ia ttie small space oi one Uny I^ousi.^, and the way 
ID whirh we were cncnsed with the snow, wh&chp 
however cold and windy the wealher may be, acts 
AA a capital scrwn from the pierdng bUst_ 

" The next morning we Idt our friends Jit about 
6a-m. The wind was cxtrcmdycold and picrdng, 
but I managed to keep m>^f warm by miming and 
helpinR to guide the sledge through the rough ice. 
In some places there were pretty large cracVa in the 
ice, but wtr ni:ui4t!cd to get across tlicm with but 
little difficulty. 

" Aftei going in dose to the coast we made our way 
to a river, where w^ hoprd to sec some morv; Fjikimai. 
We w^Tc not disappointed* as wc boon had the 
pleasure of seeing an i^lc, and of n^aktng the fle< 
quiiintance ol some more of our lurdy incridjt. 

"After T had gcttled down T gathered the people 
tO|;ctlicr and spent some time in teacUiti^ tliem 
the Sylkbic characters and in ministering to their 
spiritual wants. One of these Eskimos (a woman) 
haa of late shown a Rreat dwire for instmctlon, and 
she seems to be lisbamcd of her ignonuKe/* 

Early in March Mr. Peck returned ji^in to Grcftf 
Whale River " During my absence " he writee 
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" two E:9kimo& had aniv«d. and Uiey Uad succeeded 
in killbj^ three white be»i7 on their way in. These 
Uiuy hod ^tttackcd with bDivcs, us they hud no gum 
with them. They seem tc have little lear in attack- 
ing iiny anim^ llit-y nuy meet with, providing Uiere 
19 «omo chATicc of killing thr g.inic." 

And so througli the month o£ M;irdi, i8di, Mr. 
Peck nontiniird to m^kc Great Whnlc kivc:r Kb 
bcadquartcn, itinerating from tlicrc aoiong thi; 
enc^npmenU and snow villager oi tlu: w;ind(iriog 
EckJmos* We find him always hopeful, ^tlwuys 
dtetry, always cncoufagcd by t|je attitude of the 
pcajih (o whom he Ih minUtering, Al cinf. time, we 
read : "They take as much interest as ever id the 
truths which are laid before them, and there is a 
marked spirit uf devotion in our little mcvtinjf^. 
How rhccring and soul-refreshing this is! Who 
would munnur at ^itude or trial after this ? " 

At another time, as he is making a night joiimcy 
in hb sledge, the Aurora, the brilliant norlhl^m 
lif^hts. made the heavens a wonder to bdiold. Waves 
of light of every concciv^ible colour flitted acroaft 
the cle^tr blue «ky, while the moon, God*s great 
night'U{-ht, stione brightly upon the wliite expanse 
of snow beneath. " Often have I gated with wondw 
upon an Arctic nJ^t, and wtiilc looking up have 
Uiought of tlie I'vihaist*» itotda, ' The heavens 
declare tlie glory* of God, and the Armament ^cweth 
His handiwork.* At such times my soul SMms held 
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id sil^l cvotriuplLiUun of tbi; woiidi^ifiU MOiks of 
God-" And so, whether by f.iilhful VL-ork and its 
fcralts ur by Uic ^ori^s of Dature, each a rcvclatitm 
at the presence of God, Ihe solitary m*^A4cngcr is 
chccnxlt uid imdc ;t vuiy bright side indeed to hi» 
life. 

In A|jril Iht; nuNuuDuiy is jgaiii back at Little 
Wh^J*' Rivrr, itcttlrd down in his siimmcr work. 

In a fc»rmeT diaptcr wt: suw &omcllim^ of the 
juucidu thoughtn that come into a mi^unary*! 
mind concc-ming his convcits from wimm. he ha£ 
boMi separated some tioie- 

Iii tliib coimecticn on extract from Mr. Pcc-Jc'5 
diaiy is of interest. U shows the value of being 
able to read : " Experience teaches me that those 
who luvc nj lidp whiiu. ;ivi'.iy from the meant oE 
teaching gmcrally fall Mck into their former state 
of t^uoi.aice. With Iho^ JiUkimos who can read 
Gtxl's Word for thi^mfwJvts T find a great diSercnce. 
Tbcsc an; nearly always the most encouraging and 
the most desirous of knowing more about Jesus," 

There is one aae of a man who was met OD May 9 
thiit is worthy of mention* For it spc^iks of the 
growth of the le^veD of the Kingdom, imperceptible 
In the |>rocesfl, but ])crceived in the re.'inlt. He was 
prrscnt at a meeting where " the pco^k:li«tcnj:d with 
attention, and he slxowed a marked desire for 
imtruciion. fie }i<id uiet ^i Chmltan E9>kuuu who 
■vns a eonvcrt from one of like MorAvi^n MLiaLon 
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fUtioia« on the tdbrador coast. From liim Ui; bad 
learned a simple prayer. He had be«i b thft habit 
tVTT since of usiiiK thai priiyct di&ily, and he h^d 
still ^me knowledge of Christianity, although lie 
tiad L>ec!it fur yc;m without an itiKtructor/' Suruly 
here wc lind a mnn feeling after God* if haply he 
inay find Uim. 

At thU time Mr. IVck wrw nrrompnnicd in his 
journeys cind liclpcd in liis ivoik by a Christian 
Eskimo named Thomas Fleming. Thi* man owed 
hh convvnion to Mn. Mcl,aren, the wife of one of 
the oSicm of the Tfitdson*« Bay Company. She 
bad lived lor a time at Little \Vlial£ River, and her 
influence through her life .nnd words had nude a 
deep impression upon several of the Eskimos. In 
lonncr yc.m the h4d lived at variau) Moravi^m 
stations on the Tjibrador coast, where she gained 
her knowkdge of ^piijlual things throu|;h the iii- 
Mmrtinn fti the Brethren there.. She 5pok^ Ih*^ 
language fluenlly, and alter she h;td learned she 
wa» ready to impart to ttte heathen by whom she 
w^is surrounded. Thoinas Fleming, one of tbcve, 
was baptised by the Rev. T, Fleming, who was for 
Mvneycunacoliea^e of Bi^top lioidcn's, and fiom 
him he received hift munr. The haptisin took pbcj^ 
at Little Whale River, which the missionaiy visited 
one winter long before the arrival of Mr, PecJc. 
The btter writes conccnuog tbu ounvert : 

"Alter my onivaJ T* FkninK ioon learned to 
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rcgxl* His knowlcd^ of ^iritval thia^ iDcr«3i8dd. 
and he became in many respects a m^t hdpful 
nijut. Several times he addre^sod the Eskimos in 
the church, and when T was away he often carried 
on the &er\-ice« during my abtience, 

" Onff d-iy the poor fdlcw wrnt out on the ice to 
c^tch «eal5. He waited long and patiently at m 
seal hole — waited loo louR, in (act, for he caught a 
swere chiU. Innamm^tion of the Iiing^ M;t in, ^nd 
he finally succumbed to ihh terrible m^ady^ and 
aoon hi; pfisaed uw;iy lo be, we tnist, for tver with 
the Urd," 

In May, i$$i, Mr. Pccic had to journey south to 
Fort Cfcor^tc, in order to visit the Crcc Indian*. 

At Great Whale River Mr. Edward Richards 
joined him, and tho two started on their Uinera- 
iioi^ toftetlier, h;Aving Fort George as Uieif ultimate 
gosil, on May l8 ; " The weather was fine, and the 
ioe hi tolenbly good condition, 50 wc made f^ood 
prnRTtiS- Wc saw wve.raJ seals on the ice basking 
in the sun. This h a favourable limr lor seal hunl* 
ing with the Eskimos, and great numbers arc cap- 
tured hy Uie wary men, who creep up lo them as 
they lie on the ici* and then shoot or harpoon them. 
But thb is no easy matter, as ttic seals are remark- 
ably anite in hrjiring, and when alarmed soon dis- 
appear tUrougl) their holes, by the side of which thry 
generally lie, 

" In crawling to a scaJ the hunter must use the 
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greatest c:aution. An Eskimo grncnlly crawls along 
the ice And w;ttdic» Uu: sc^ ji^ doaely as possible. 
Should the ^al raise its head, then \ht hunlt^ re- 
mains still ; but when the seal indulges in nncthcr 
nap. thi^n the hunter crawb a little nearer until 
tbe sell ng-im lifts its hcadi and so on, tintil 
the hunter h near enough, and the tmfortunfLtc 
animal is sliot> Mujiy of tiie seals wliicli we saw 
slipped down through their hf>W as soon .%% they 
h«ani the noiso of the sledge ; othcra wen; some- 
what bolder, and waited until wr were almost 
uithin gun-shut of Hvcsn. 

" A drive of about forty miles brought ufl to an 
Eskimo encampment. In the evening a meeting 
was held in the largest lent, after which one mAn, 
in the course of convcraation, told the missionary 
how his wife during her lllncj^ in the dimmer had 
found the grcAtc«t possible comfort in hrr know- 
ledge of the Saviour, and In repeating the W' hyiuiis 
she knew, and that she had dif^ trusting in Him." 

The mi**ion>try, a* well M the angels in he.iveu, 
rcjoltes over one sinner that repents, and takes new 
cotirage for peniitent preaciiing of the Goape!. 

And K> the jOLimey rontinurd, with ministering 
to the wjiindefets befv and there, until May 30. 
Then the tntvdiers decided thai they must ht 
milking their way as quickly as ponibk I0 Fort 
Cieftrgf, as their provisions were beginning to nm 
short. The officer in diju^ uJ the KL;ition liud 
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kindly promUcd to send up ^omc pn>vi3kxij from 
the south to meet them. And they were anxious 
to fall m will ihtei? supplies. But the daya that 
followed vrcT? not altogether pZcaMiit^ We read 
extracts like thh : " Wc had quite an rxdtiMnent, 
for about midnight our teut wd* blown down, and 
as the snow wa5 falling wc were in a prcdica- 
mcnt. r could not help indul^iitg id a good laugh 
in spite of the cold. Ellwand Richards managed 
somehow to dress and ciawl out from underneath 
his «liff, frotcneascmf^nt.and we<kueceododingcCting 
om fnkil tabi^niLLde i:p uguin/* 

Or, -igain, after hi* companion had gone out to 
took for the ex|Ktoied Tndiims wht) were Co bring 
their supplies from Fort George, we read the not 
ODconniging words: '"Edward Richards returned 
to^lay. The news he brought is not at all cheer- 
ing. There were no Indi^ins^ and the coast vt blocked 
with ice, ( Iiave no doubt we hhall f»nU somelhin/! 
to cat. We must rest in God and ooi bo afraid," 
Tbrce days Later Mr. Richards socc^^cd in killing 
a duck, "so we are provided for at least another 
meal, I have a few provtrdoni left, but I wish, to 
keep them until the last extremity/' 

At la»t, on June 7. the long looked for Indiana 
arrived- They ha<l been dehiyt^d, a* the ice had 
prevented Uiem bringing in their canoes. On that 
chy «« find the note : " Wc shall (D.V,) start to* 
morrow and go some duttancx; inland, and then 
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journey to the south, making thv best o( otir wfty 
over the lakes and land until we arrive at wme place 
where we call :i^iin ^o down tt> the coast, whidi* wc 
hope, will be clear of ioc by the lime we arrive." 

fVrtiaps one oE Uie greatest injls io dwcilcm in 
Arctic scenes ifl the bare expanse of land or ire, with 
no sign of trees or verdure. We cm synipaUjijte 
(0 some extent when we read of the joy of the 
travellers coming to some lakes which were free 
of ice and were surrounded with trees. "There 
was no sreat beauty about tlietii* but to my fyfi 
the KTrnery vrk% rhnrmin^, fnr harrrn rork* rtnd ice 
had formed our landscape for months," It was 
not nnti! Junr 13 that the eoait wa.\ a^in n\irh«l- 
" Wc were surprised to find largv f|u;mtUics of ioc 
blocking our way, but we detemuned to try and 
pinh through. It waii rather excttin;; work, as at 
times the passage wn» %xry narrow, rind Urge boulders 
of ice rose up on each side, fldiich would soon have 
cruKlicd our fr.ut cruft had we come hito coUixion 
viiih thcin>" 

On June t6 Fort George was at length readied. 
Mr Peck rnode a sojourn here of more than a month. 
A site for a ehurrh wnjt cleared with the help of tho 
Indians. Two adults were baptised. " One of 
these had for a considerable time followed Satau tn 
conjuring and otherr evils. Hu at la;;t began t'> try 
and team, and to^vc beed to the thin^ of God, 
When qucalioned, hl» answers were very satUfactory, 
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iUid he h.is for some time been in the habit of pray- 
ing to God. Thtsc arc the first adult Induuu I have 
been privile^ to baptixe. Muy they continue to 
deavc to Jcm«, even to the cod," 

Other causes for satisf:iCtion and cncoumgnnent 
there were. Inquireiv ciunc forward From umoag 
the Indians, giving hope of increase in the futim. 
And there %vas a prospect of tite continuance of the 
work after the musionuric^ should huve left. 

Mr. Feck writes : " The gentleman in charge will 
conthiuie to do what he can for the EngUsh-spcaking 
peo[jle. Then; are ad%o three lielper& as reg-.trdx tlie 
Indians fill of them being good speakers in iht 
Indiaji tongue ;tnd ubic to r^ad the Indian bixjks; 
Slid more thnn thia, Ihry nil, f lidteve, know Jesufl 
and tiy to »erve Htm*" 

The s^ond chapter of thi* book told of the con- 
tempt of the Indian ft>r the Eskimo. Tho Jew 
despises (he Gentile ; the Greek the barbarian ; 
the Bra)imin tlie Chuhm. Rtit in Christ the: w.iUs 
o£ separation are broken down. Wc realiw tiiia 
whtm Mr. Peck iigiiin ttUs us, on July 22 : *' Before 
I Mi { f^oi nil the Indi.-ins ;knd Eskimos togrthcr. 
Each party sang a hymn. I then asked them to 
kneel down« and prayed for theni all. 

"What a. sight wn.^ this! Some ycar^ « go these 
people were the n^ost deadly enemies — now Uiey csJk 
pniisc God lof^ether. Aflerlwivingthcm wppaddled 
a loim didancc, and Ihcn encajnp^tl for the lught-" 
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After this, the ODly CDtiy in the diary for tliis 
pftriod U : '' Tlw joumty to WhaJe River was ac- 
complishod quickly and ^ft:!y." 

Wc nii^ht go on dwelling upon dcUils of work 
and ilincratlon. but it is better here, probably, to 
endeavour to h;ive a complete picture beian^ iu of 
the result of the Labours into which wc have bad 
some imigbt. Tliere is an interealiniE sumnury 
from Mr, Peck's own hnnd, dntH Jtily ji, ifiSa. 
whiclj wiU probably give us wh^t wc require, and 
ahow denrly the establishment of the living Churcli 
ol Christ. 

'* As nearly all the Eskimos came to trade at 
Little Wliale Kivcr, insle;td of {{oin^ to both Gieat 
Whale River and Little Wlialc River aa in previous 
years, I was ^ble to mbi&ter to them far more 
efficiently th;in before. The mec(i:igii in the iron 
church have bc«n well attended, and the people are 
DOW becomuiK f>oiiiewlut uitrd to ^ re^Ur place of 
worship, Although with uime of the wild bcnthcn 
Eskimos one h^^s to use some tact to keep them 
quicrt and ordirrly. 

"Tiiry seem to think Ih*? building so wonderful, 
and the marling of so many of their fcUow-couctiy- 
men appears to them so novel, that tliey often give 
vent to ihetr feelings io quite a dbinonstnlJve roon- 
I hnd all our pupiU, -*» uau^iI, very ready to 

Ito to a friendly wonj when visited in their soow- 
liowwi. It is true an Eskimo igb is not a very 
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inviting place. WTint wHh »cal*s flrsh, blnbhrr, 
tlie uwfu] fimell, and the cr^ntimut uproiir of Aog^ 
;ind chilcirrn, one's quarters arc certainly not to be 
envied^ On the other liand, the kindly spirit ol 
the |>(<ip»lc, lliPir desire Un uistn^dion, and the 
prospect of leading them to life ctcmoJ, these 
things surely ought to make amends for aU. Tbft 
diisses for ehildrtrn and adults have been vCT)- wd! 
attended. Sevenil of the children cm now read 
Ihdr books, and can give very fair answers when 
atecbiicd on the Ics^ding truth:^ of ChrutianiCy. 
Afi rrgards the ndults. some ^f the yomigrr membc« 
Jia\'e leaincd to read very weU, but several of the 
ridrrly people do not «rfm To rn;«ice mnrh head- 
way. They often deplr>n? their ignorance, and some 
tell in*^, in Ihejr own simplt ityle of speech, tJint 
bvcattice their hcnds ar« thicker than the yi>uii|; 
pecpfe's therefore they cannot learn like them, ^d 
etc. The number of baptLims during the year is 
another bright, chceiy point which contrasts favour- 
ably with last year. There have been nineteen 
ndult and ^mc ten infant baptisms smee sending 
last year's report. The numbtr of ^uliilt Eikiuios 
now tmptifed is srxty-fotir, and that of the children 
forty, to whicli may be added the forty candidates 
for baptism, making thl^ total of M*kimo Qiriitian 
adlienmta; 144. This doubtle^ is but "a littk 
flock " ; let us pray tlie Lord to increase iL Lei 
us ask Him to add many IK'ing mrmben: 10 tli« 
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Churdi amongst the Eskimos. Such mrmbcrs vre 
want, and (or such wv must toil and pray. 

" As n^Txb iitcrnr>* work, I h^ivc spont 3 Ft^^^^*^ 
porlioQof my timer in the composition of an B-ikimo 
gnrnmor. This will take time yet to fijiiBh; but 
when completed wo hope it may provt iiiefnl, and 
be found simple. 

" I am glad to 3ay that th€ native teachers con- 
tmue to do good work, jind wc have ber^ able to 
add one to the number since Ust year. One of 
the heathen Eakimoa hoa also done muc^ to spread 
the Goipi^l an:ongst his idJow-countrymeD. Tliia 
man (who is nnmcd Tttikgnk) hcnrd the Goqicl 
some tikree yi^ars ^igo; hu ihtra n=lunied to his 
hunttng-gTonnds, which nrr. about eight himdii^ 
miles from Little Wliale River, and tlmn^ bb 
btttrumentality many of the lieathen F«khiio« are 
IcaNing their pagan cnsloms and an? desirous of 
instnictionH This (ad, I need hardly say, is a 
source of much joy nnd comfort to one\s souL** 

Thw review then goes on to spe.tk of nnothcr visit 
paid to Port Georg« and of the conditions of the 
Indians. 
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CHAPTER Vm 

OATREEINr. pmirr— OWfiAVA 

" My theep hm My voict*" 

HE last chapter dos^ wilh Mi> Peck's sum- 
mary fri a portion of hi*i work, W* were to^d 
that HitTc wrt^ i^ixlyfour UijJti/txl cidult Eskimoc. 
We wbb to know more about Ihese, What kin<S 
of Christlbnft were Ibey ? Were they Imti Followers 
of Christ ^ or were th^ what thi^ feoffor aonie- 
timc3 calls " brcad-And-buttGr" Christians? 

Well, *ome have already been brought rnddcnt^y 
into th^ narmtive thut ha^ gone before* The Mvca 
of two or thrcr more may ftrrve as examples to j>n>ve 
that noWt as 1.900 years ago. the Gospel b the power 
of God iinlo *al\MlionH 

" Apakutsuk was a man who came to the <tatfon 
an utterly ignomnt heutJim, He w^^ vuQoruig 
frotn ^ome compUint which was gradually dTa^|;hig 
tiim Uowii Xo the giave. He W4& lutuijlly un 
intHligmt man, and soon JMnsfd to rend, and very 
readily grasped the meaning of Svnptum truth. 

''TbediAeasewilh which hf was al!1i(tfK]incr«asect 



CATHERtNG FRUIT 141 

an<l presently focusscd i1s<cH m his hip ; he became 
Um«, and was obligei] to use a rud^y-fashiorud 
crutch lf> ma\'t nbcsMt al «U. 

" Poor Ap^kutsuk 1 His sufikruigs 4bouiid«d, but 
so lUso did Cod's grace ; ftnd with much joy I 
was able tu lonnally rtctivt; Uiio into Christ's 
flock. 

" Kc was bapiLied. and was in such wonderful 
eanit^tnc^ for Hie tdih in his Saviour, thnt he 
bcg^m to preach Him to hts own people who came 
to the station. 

" On every hand he was U&tPiiwi to with thedeeptit 
attenlimi, nnd some of ihosi^ wtui hciird his eameflt 
appeals were much impressed. 

"The mva^Ecs of di^caite at last wore him to a 
shadow. I hdpcd him as far as lay in my powvr, 
glivmg hiin such nouristiments from nnr limilrd 
stock of provisions as he could iaka. But tlie 
Lord needed His ransomed one. and the call come, 
* Come Home ! ' 

"One morning I crept into his little hoaw. His 
wife uas wteping, and a.** I entered she pointed to 
the form of her hushand, cold in deatln The Spirit 
bad rettimed to Him who ^ave it. 

"We tried to ^ve this dear saint in God Chrtitiwi 
buiM. We made a coffin out of wme rouj^h boxes, 
and ft grave was dug. 

" How did wt dig it, sine* the sandy soil was 
frozen for many feet down ? The Eskimos, with 
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SOOie bars o£ nun ^nd i^Eie ur two luugb spades. 
Utenilly diisdlcd out a sfMn^ for the ditad 

•' Wc then lowered Uie body into iis icy tombt 
and 50 bditer and piercing was Ihc wind, th^it all 
I ouuld da w^ to ask ttic sorrgwing rcJativcs to 
knrcl down while I offered up the l^oidS Prayer, 
4iid aftciwuid:^ ^j>uke to Ihcm of Him who by His 
dmih And irsurrcction has plucked out the sting 
of dt^ath, 

" As F looked upon the g^loomy w^c around, :uid 
th;tt icy tomb, with the little tiand of sorrowing 
ones near me, I tbouf;ht ol tlie joy ol Uie ran»onicd 
soul wliich had escaped ihc diill horrors of the body. 
We liad &own tl^t aileat form, in oimiptiou, to be 
pncftcntly niscd in incomiplion. It was sown hi 
wcakncu, to b« raised in powoi. 

" Oh what mighty, f&r-reactiing iasues depend upon 
preacUix^; thi; full Oospt^ of llie giuce of God I 

" How csLmcsf we ought to be in giving to the 
oations tlial wonderful message which can aloue 
lead men's souls to God, and bring life and immortad* 
ity to ligiit Ibruugh the story of iL Saviour's love ! " 

Wc have previously had some account of a lad 
who Lived in Mr. Peck's hut. and who oa a n^sult 
was brought to br ;t disciple of Christ. The tiistory 
of another might also here be givep as being both 
interesting in itself and typical of the vicissitudes 
of Arctic life. 

''Joseph Katynrok was one of the Lads/* the 
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jomiaJft tell US, "wliom Iliad the pleasure of keeping 
in my little hoMset and autmcling in the. Word oE 
God, Hi* parents were both very rcspccublc and 
inliilJigcQt. Hb mothcT died during the early yeais 
ol my sojourn in Lattic Wlule Kivcr. 

*' Hb futhct miirricd :igain. and Joseph, with his 
ialber, 9tq>niotlicr» and brothers^ \eii the >Iutiou. 

*' Their iiftcr cx]x:ru^nc(-d wrrrc terrible- Wiindt^ring 
over the Froicn hCA, never meeting with any wlio 
could help them, and finding no game of any kJnd, 
Lunger picj^Kd them h;ud. 

"Weak and faint &nd despairing, dehriou^ 
doabtle^ with fttaivatiuji, (lie [luar mijUicr at lj»t 
sank down by the side of ^ rock, and taking tier 
infant cliild from tlie hood (in which Efiklmo 
women a]wa>'fi carry their Utt)») ihc ^tnngled itj 
and then laid herself down to die. 

"Tlie fjtlier, with liie tUiee lemammg children, 
when 'ill wiis over, prc^^sed on. Thmking, in their 
desperate state, ttiat by cro^&in^ ovtr a bigUt in 
thfi coast they mi^t niet^t witli sHjmt; of tlieir 
tcUow*countrymcn, they ventured out upon what 
proved to be tmsale ice. 

One by one tiiey broke through ihe icy sbe«t 

id perished. Joseph ^ilonc Ronaincd. 
ReUacxQg hi& ste|« with a do^ed pcn«v^a> 
ance, he travelled on by the longer route. He fell 
in at lait with a wandering band cf Bskimob. but 
only just in time, for ho was ill and spent. 
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*' Hu wuA ttndeity cared for» and utjs at Lo^t 
brotight by hh SDCCOuren into Liltie Wh^I** Rivrj, 
It was tlien thul I took the poor boy, now so abso- 
tut^y orph^nwl, and kept him with mc. 

"Being a lad (d much natural intelligence lie 
iooo lifAmcd to vcmX, ;md m a deai and decided 
Vf-dy gntspcd the grcAt truths of the Chiutiaii taxth^ 
Mr was aUo of uiuc>i u*^ lo mc in prcpflrinp my 
addrt-flscJt, etc, And ^mc of liii ^yings stiU hdp 
nw x'^catly in speaking to the people. 

'* The poor lad sufTercd (rom a disease of the kiwe 
joint, and hoping that he nuglit recdve pennancnt 
bcnciit from being under proper mcdioil trca-tmuut, 
tic was iKni io Moose. 

" Hen , howrvTT, lb*- terrible disr;if*e developed, 
Ttieu rapid consumptioD set in, and it waa evident 
that poor Joseph was dying. My friend^ the Rev, 
H. Nevitt. was then ,xt Moose, and n^ JoMrph knew 
aometbing of the En|^isb hngUJtgr he was Mr to 
undctfstajid suine at least of the cotnlbrtiiig truths 
spoken to him. 

"* From t1)e te^itmony of Mr. Ncvitt, it U evident 
that the hd died lully trusting in the Saviour." 

John Ang^Uangage was an instance of the power 
of Climt to save the very vilest of sinnen and to 
cost out devils. " Wlien a lieatti«n he had bee» » 
murderer of the deepest type, tk* bad not only 
killed «n enemy of his, whom he had hunted about 
for yean, but when lie had ^jieareU hi^ wrctclied 
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Yictim he turned upon the wife and children, and 
although tli« poor wife pkaded most piliftiDy 
for mercy for hor^lf And her dear tittle ones, he 
would not Jistcn, but murdered them all. 

"This incarnate fiend v/as dreaded and loatlicd 
ior ycsui by hit owd countrymen, and was, aa he 
justly described to be, mora&y excommunicated by 
the whole conimunity. 

"After my arrival at Little Whale River, and 
vthen the Eskiinos came together to hear the Word 
of God, he Inquh^ irivat these things meant, and 
was told in lepLy that a white man had come 
to tell them of one named Jesus, who died for 
sinoera. 

" Fearing to come n(sir me, he inquired throui;h 
my old Erirnd and helper, John Molucto, if Euch n 
wretch as he H'ould be aUowcd to listen to the 
Goopd. 

" 1 srnt him word that if he wa* rr.iUy «)ny for 
bis awful deeds, and wished to litai tlie glad tidings 
of Ji-iu5, he might ecrt--dn!y come. 

" Come he did, time after time, and bcRan to 
inquim mo*t earnestly regardmg heavenly Ihingv 
His hard heart wns softened, and he confessed, 
with the meal ^jeet sorrow, hu awful tin, and 
declared solemnly — and oh, Jiow truly !— that bcforro 
be had seen the Gospel light, ibhile he was in heathen 
dArkncM, he liad been moved by Satan to kill And 
destroy. 

10 
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" Udieviog Uu3 man to be truly penitent. I 
baptixed him, ^ter a long probation. 

" His life and conversation ever after exhibited 
thr mighty clj^inge wliidi God's pardoning gr&c« had 
wroughl in hi* hmrt " 

Another cAse will tell of the power of Christ ta 
enable a roan to mt^t pain and physical trial in his 
own bfu. 

Henry Oocbun^wak was a mighty hunter, and a 
JUan vi ititjcb furcb of diaiuctci iuid inteliigence. 
He WA* lfy>kcd up to by the other Eskimos, and was 
generally tecogaited as a dilef among them. 

'*My oM Erlend and hdpcr, John Molncto." 
writes Mr. Peck. " being on the most friendly terms 
with Oochimgwak. often )pok« to him rcs^irdiug the 
wondtjful tidings of a Saviour's love. The result 
tt4s th^t he, while at the station, began to 
attend our meetings, and hb bu[uiries nhowed 
that the Holy Spirit was moving hiin con* 
siderabfy, 

" Pi>or Jellow I How ikcicely was his lailh to be 
tried I Satan desired to sift him Ukc wheat. While 
out upon the lio^icn »eas aa old and painful com- 
plaint began a^ain to deveJop Itsdf in him, and his 
luficnng became most intciuc. 

" It is the custom ol the Eskimos, when Uiey 
suppose tiiut t}jey an: suffeiing from an incurable 
complaint, dthn' lo commit suicide or get a neigh- 
bour to kill tUem. 
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*' Suffering as Urn poor fellow wa^ he asked a 
mAD oamrd Alcpah^tjluk I0 atmni;1c Uim. htii the 
man refuxKl to do it. News of thk wus brought 
Into thi^ MatiOTi, and the gi^ntl^man in chai^ or the 
Hudson's B^y Po^t (D. Gillies, Esq.) and 1 went 
off on the frown stA to visit the sufferer, 

■■ Wlicn the awlulncs* of the deed wbidi lie had 
conti^mplatcd wni ocplained to him, his .sorrow was 
niori acute. Great scalding tears rolled down his 
pnin*«-om face as I reasoned with hinii and re- 
minded liim of the strength and grace of Jesus to 
meet hi* deepest need, 

*' Through the kmdacfts of Ur. Gillies he was taken 
to the station Jiid cared for. So I had constant 
opportunities of speaking to him of divine things. 

"John Molucto jIso spoke tc him most loviiigly, 
and through hi* few remaining days, before he 
[tnally GUcctiEnhed to the fell disease th^t killed 
him, his soul was cheered and wtlaced, 1 believe, 
by tlie comforting, sustaining picsence of Jesus." 

Thc5C few short narratives of prtsc^na! hie help 
the rtrjder to generalise ;uid to picture with con- 
siderable, tnith not only the success of the Gospel 
when faithfully pieadied and lived, but aUo the 
chamct4.T ol the liAkimoa, the hardships Ihey have 
to etiduie and the d^tngen» to brave Othen might 
have been given, varying lightly ^ceording to the 
chaijctt-'f^ of the mtlividu^Js who are brought into 
the great dng-nct o£ Chnttian^ty and Uie circuin- 
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ttaacctt of iUvir livcjt. Som«timi;> they ;trc cuu verts' 
from hcalhcuKTH ; sometimes llic childnrn ot convert*, 
bapused in infancy, ;ind grcwtng up in the calm aUno- 
apli^rcof the Spirit of God, Wc re.id in one piacc of 
1 little girl : " I spoke to her many times of the 
Saviour's love, and I was constantly encouraged by 
tlie beauty and conKivtcncy oF her Gtiistuui liftt 
whm ftncTr shr hfld yielded h<T»clf t^ Je«tiv" 

Id anoUier ca^ we find abrigbt, tntcUi^cnt nun, 
bom thriitian, who not only leam* to read llic little 
botdx printod in ttic Syllabic chiinictcr, but actually 
masters tlie MoravirLO New Testament in Roman 
type. We must not suppose that perfection b 
attained aU at once, that the missionaiy never has 
to lament a fall on tlie part of one who has given 
liinttdf to God, or a yielding to old temptations 
amid the surroundings of the new bfe, EngMsh 
Chfistiam aftex many hundr^s of years of the 
Gospel CAn HtiU lind i\avn in thrtr own mnr^ht 
Then it is hardly to be wondered at il Mk Eskimo 
Christian of yesterday causes his teacher sometimes 
momenta of anxiety and tiouts of piaycr. But 
enough hfis been said to show that thus far wort: 
among the Eskimos W3S full of joy and eiicotuuge- 
mc-nt. and Apoke of the truth of the prDmisi^ ' 1 
will not leave you comfortk^s ; i will come unto 
you." "I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the worid." 

And now, having ^vcn these individual mtrodu^ 
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tioDS, the first seven years of Mr. Peck's nusaonaiy 
lifc muif he drjwn to a c!o». 

Fii Di^cmbcr, 1883, hu was coiitirmpUting a vkit 
lo England in (hr follnwin« ^ummrr 

Afier so iruiiiy ytiir^ tw lutJ utidoubitdly eamtHl 
h\% TOit And A rrtum to civtiixcition for n «rA«on. 
But nevertlieless he was wnting to (orcgo his own 
pleasure and rtfre^ment for th^ sake of those to 
whom he had been sent. KAthE;r more t1ian a yt»r 
later, on January 3. 1884, he >kg^\n wrote to Miw 
Tolfey : " Vou will doubtleia \t:i.vt heard by tlie time 
you receive thi* the reason of my not having gone 
to England a* I vnftndt^. We were anxlona to xe 
mmv lLr;iUirn Kskiinoti living at UntfjiVA H-iy, iUtd 
not being able to puah north on account of the 
very >*?ven" we^tht-r, we weit obliged to give up 
the jonml^y. Thinking thrn thai thtrr might be 
a more favourable opportunity tlie following year, 
I determined to rvimain ^ind make anotlier trial/* 

It iai easy to sit at one'* writing-tnWe :ind make 
extracts of this kind from Mr. Peck's letters nnd 
diaries ; it h easitrr for the n^ader to «it in hia 
easy dudr and mad them. It needt, however, some 
ftObrt on the part of both writer and re^ider to 
Appreciate, or in any degree realise, the mi^sionary'a 
position and work. Here he was voluntajily 
giving up hi« hard-earned leAve, And none but 
the exile knows what home-bungcr is. He v.'os 
abu ermtemplating a mott dll!ictilt :^nd adventurous 
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(ouTT^uy lo Un^va, over a coimtry rarely, H evcTr 
(ravfTsed by an Englishmnn before. The unknown 
only Uy U^ion,- him in tliis Ocserled, icy hkwI ul 
name 700 or Koo mllr^ And ji« th^ nporttolir party 
of old " assayed (o go into Dithynia ; btit the 
Spirit suflcred them not." So it might also have 
been wtittcD of him. No Itsx thun thiee timeM did 
Mr. PccV fail to accomplish this journey. TTircc 
tiuictt, iiuoD soijw c^u»e or ahoUlvi, he vr^^st driven 
hstck. Hi* fin«t attempt lins ulrvoidy bcm mmlion^ 
&6 having taken place in the Gummcr of 18S2. " Id 
the following summer," he writes, " we ^Furled 
sig;Lin, but cuu)d nut force our way iJong the coo&t 
on accoimt of the vast pil« of loe which lay in our 
tmck, and we were again with reluctunce obliged 
to postpone our arduous imd^rt^Ucing. 

"In the winterof the same year wctricd once more 
with sledge and dogs, thinkmg to cross the Labrador 
Peninsula by this meimii. We were not. of course, 
able to G-'trry a large supply of provisions, as the 
load would tiave been too heavy ; but we expected 
to mcrt with reindeer and other anim;il4 which 
sometimes frequent those parts- in this, however, 
we were disappointed. For eleven days we struggled 
on over the frozen waste, but not a vefltige of 
animal life could be seen. We were, therefore, 
ohliged with heavy heart to retrace our steps or 
perisb by starvation. Tlie next attempt, tlirough 
God*s help and guidance, proved successful, nnd 
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grc3t vfn& OUT joy when at la&t Uagava was rcrached, 
and otir trials and dmppomtm^Dt?i vKn aI ah rnd/* 
T!ie start w;is nuJc on July 17, 38S4. Tlic jKUty 
ccm^iAtrd ol Mr. Peck him^H and four Indian:* witli 
a canoe. It was about 8 a.rn. wIj^d thc^ commcuced 
their joumry. At drti thry ti^k the coaaI line 
of the opeo wa from Uttle Whale River ta Rich- 
mond GvM on tht north. They entered the latter 
itvut 1 p.m, Hrrc they found tbeaudvo vH x 
liAngrrou^, rocky shore. Fish are plentiful in thb 
legion, eftpemuUy in the summer and autumu. So 
Iht travrilrr^ were ablr to f^mc cxtrnt to hosband 
their provisions — an important matter with a long 
jouroey ahcMl^ smd the possibility of cairyioK 
nothing but light loada. When in the Gulf the wind 
frt^hdi^ aud a sea ^pian^ up, ojid m tb/o «hon 
vn« inh^npil:Lb]<^ and impo^tible of eHet^ng a 
UndiDg in ticAvy breakers, they detcnnuicd on 
camping lor the night while the opportunity offered 

The next day the wind wna fair, and they made 
in «ady staxt. The sea waji lunniag hi^h, au^ vta^ 
■bBMt too much for thr^ frnil c.nix; tnil the Indians^ 
u umaJ, bandlMl her SLdmlmbly, stnd they were able 
to accomplish the whole distance, 30 miles, across 
Uie soutbem poitiou of the Gulf without any 
mishAp. Ahout 3 p.m. th^y entered a small river, 
l>iit dose to lis moutli an obfllaclo faced them id 
the shape of a large ripid which they were unable 
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(o surmount , So there was nothing for it but to pside 
u^j bai; aiid iM^^ge, aliouMer the loads, and cArry 
them for mm? lh;ui a m£le. ATti^r thin a bait was 
(3lli?d, and the travdlTrre encam(xil for ihc nielli. 
They rotild hardly say» however, with the Palmist, 
" I will J^y uit down m peace utid Like i»y rest." 
for the mo^vjuitocs and other injects of torture were 
quite ujilx-^r^ble. 

How glad one U on the morrow of a hod alghi In 
cunp to say farewell to the cvnpui^ gtoutid— a 
dirty-5mcTling camp, a noisy camp, an inMCl- 
pesleied cujnp, a low-lying dunp cuinp- Tbew ^rt 
the lot of lh(^ pilgrim who trnvdft thronj^h ftttungf 
lands. Hq los&es and lums in his not too 
luxurious bed and w^itii for the dny, th.-mklu: 
when it comes to make a new start, hoping fur bcttei 
things when next he pitches his lent a diy'a march 
nearer liuriie. Sucli. dctubUess^ were Dit; fec^lings ct 
Ihix liltlr p^rty whrn vrc rcid that in the morning. 
** Wc pEi^5cd from the river into a smoD chaio cJ 
lakes lymg about east by north. We had a hard 
day's work carrying our loads from lake to lake, 
or in other wnrd?^, making pottagtt. The country 
wa^ hilly, and in some plaots even mountainous. 
Pirtridgei were nuraI^^ous ne-ir the shorr* of the 
lakc^i imd wc saw several deer tracks during tho 

day-" 

Eud) day dosed with pnycr and Bible? reading, 
with a simple exposUiou q{ the pat^^a^ read On 
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Sunday we Ihid the iiot«p ** We rested acoocdfng to 
the commandment" 

Tliockc who nr*^ mfirohing dny after dfiy appreciate 
the revl t^{ tlte MTVdiUt di&yi»oiif, jwrhupi, tli^ii any 
on** r.ltt*- Thry itndrrt1:ind wh/il k bryond the 
CompreliensLon of Uic pr^ent-day pltasuroseoker — 
that thp duU old Sabbath is a God-f^ivfin imttilution. 

Probably tlic best way t« give an adequate 
jfnpr^aaion of thb journey will be to transcribe 
sorne tA Mr. Peck's notts, mcnJy imerting a lew 
words to make the Kntmce« complete for piiblica* 
tion:— 

"MondaVyJuiy2X. — We had another hravyday** 
work carrying oitr canoe and baggage from lako 
to Ukc. 

" Tu^dey, July 22-— Vie ^asfd through another 
chain of iak^ lying about eaut by north, theo we 
eamped for the ni^t, Wc sliot «ever.d partridftea 
duiing the day, and cauglkt some fine white fish and 
frout in the lake. Tlic country wns hilly, and 
ve!gi;tation Kanty, 

•• Wednesday, July 23. — Wc m^dc our long portngc, 
and tlieu passed into Clear Water I^ike. Thu i» a 
fine, df>ep lake, abniJt fi^rty milr^ in tirr^idth tind 
fifty loii^. True to lis naoiu, the water is siupriaingly 
frcfth and dear As the wind was fair we pmhed 
out into the lake, and had made sHmic thirty miles 
whi-n a bravy slom> cjimc on Wr then made the 
bc6t of our way to a la^e inland vduUi was for- 
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taoatcly doae At hand, and camped for the night. 
We Jaw some rrindeer en the iaJ4.nd, bul did not 
^fcrrd in shooting any, Thr wood fp^win^ nn thc 
Ul^nd is lathcE large, but not fit Eoi building* purpoeoa. 

T\\r ilonn oontinued thf n^xt day, maldng 
it impossible for the tmvcUers to ventutF in thdr 
caooe; but on ' Fniday, July 25, the mnd mode 
nicd, though it is stiU heavy. Wv vcntumd, 
howover, to crofts Iff^m the Isknd to th<^ northern 
shore oi the lake. Our little cnJt rode the *«a 
sdmirablv nndrx thr skilful guidance of our steers 
man. Wc reached Ihc shore, thank God» safely, 
wui ihvn pa?i&ed into a small river. We made a 
few portages, and then camped. The country about 
here i& much lower thaa Uiut hitherto seoL We 
have hem more or le*.H imiihtf'd with inoM|ottoe» 
ever since Icinving Little Whale River. They soiBfr- 
time* attack us in great force, and sting in a most 
UDmtTcitul nuinner. 

"StUnrJay, ftdy 36.— Made a few portages, and 
then passed into Seal Lake. Tliis b about se%'enty 
mile* long, bnt va.rie* mncli m breadlh. In the 
middle it is iiuite nairow, but in other places it 
measures perhaps from thirty to fifty miles in 
width. Jt in quite atudded with islands which are 
the favourite haimt^ of reindn'r, esprri^lly in the 
winter months. The wind was fair and strong, 
■0 we made a good run and then oimped. We saw 
a Eeal. »m]c gulls, and a few docks during the day. 
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" Sufuhy, Juiy 27.— ^We rested during the day and 
had a plicjiunt nraclinR and convcfxation. There ift 
something nppdling and ^Irmn in i^^issing thmiigh 
lhe»e dewjlatt ii'KiuEis, Oiiy jIUt d^y ""*^ looks 
upon the ftame litll^ bind nnd heart the Mme few 
voiert. How wf'I! t« l<»ok upwnrd to Jesus who siln 
upon ihc tbronc^and to remember ihat one is never 
really ulonc if we xn Ha and He it oun, 

" Monday. July a8. — We reached the ftouth-cafltern 
fundary of the lake* atid Ibexi made portage into 
nmall river. 

" Tmsdtky^ July 29. — Wc pa£sc4 from the river 
into n ntther large lake, Th<^ river from which con- 
tinues iU cuurae to Fort Chimt>» Tho country is 
very moiintiiTimi*, Tree^ .ind w'illow^ grow by the 
Uanks of the rivers and lakes. Panridffes are very 
pumcrouM, Wr frequently $aw deer trackt from two 
to throe feet wide. 

" Wednfiday. Jitiy ^rt. — We continued out journey 
on a small river which m[i,< from the lake. It w;is 
very ^.illow. Wr had to lightm onr canoe by 
carrying ponious of our goods* TtiU is terrible 
work, tipc'ciitlly wHcti ctoiidi of mfVtt^iiitot*! attack 
one from trvcty qtur!i-r. The country h «tiU 
mountaino\i4, Fi^ are plentiful in the river, 

'*frid4y, Au^uit t. — Thecuirent wasstrong, but 
t!ie river sliaUow. Wc had to he very cautioiis, as 
our canoe hus htxn tm^kvu Uitev lime$ since sCurting- 
We had a nnn^w rw^.^pe once. We :^truck 3 large 
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stoat In passing down n npid, biif we were for- 
lunntdy^^Aiietl inio shallow water bfforr the cmor 
filled. Wc were able to pfltrh up om ^ihattcrcd craft 
ind |;rooei^ an our wuy." 

Enniiffh h»^ brrn written in the tr.insrriplion trf 
lh<T*« hoIq t*J iioiivvy soiiiL- inipi^ssioos to the mind 
of ihr nr.irirr, TJif* ;ippLil)ing soUiude» th*? niL'rrdiya 
EWanns ^f iiiEccU, tliu d^gcr, the tot) continuing 
tor three and a half wct^ks, must rouse a certain 
amount of !(>mFJaUiy in even ttie nvAi ap^itlietic. 
That it WAS .1 jonrniry worthy of consid^- melon from 
other tbaji the mi&sJonary point of vi«w is attested 
by the fact that It was noticed by the Royal Oco- 
^phical Socic-ty. and Mr, Peck's notes were n:pul>' 
lislwd in its joumab. 

At last, on Au|^at it, tlie travellers found the 
Itde flowing with such force in the aftcmoan thjit 
they were unable to make headway agmnst it» 
This was a dear indication that they were nearlng 
their go^'d, as the coast coiifd not he very fnr distant- 
It turned out they were twenty miles from the mouth 
of the river* and as the rise and fall of the wuter 
at Ung:iva Bay is about sixty feel, it can be readily 
understood that to stem its adverse torrent was 
out of the question. So they waited for the turn 
of the lidtf, and then went down the river at a 
twinging pace, Towanis evening Fort Chimo was 
reached. A hejirty wdcome wa* ^iven them l)y the 
olhccr of the lludbrjn*s Bay Company in chaige of 
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t!>e ftlatiofi, and iio tiicy ** were glad because tliey 
wrrc quiet, foi He bsvd bnnight thum into Uicir 
desired haven." Three weda were sptnl at this 
port, dtiring whicli tho Esktmoft wvre iostiucted 
and the few Europeans ministered to. And what 
was the restdt ? Mr Peck had written, " Our 
object in taking the joutncy was to reach the iL^k^mo5 
living in tho^. parts* and to Lay before them the 
gUid tidings of ttlvatiOD.'' 

Did they rtcdvc the tioi^pcl ? is the aJl-iinportaiit 
question from the mis^onary's point of view. To 
this we have the answer given : 

" Several of theM: people heard wjth amazement 
of that Saviour who came to s^ve and bics?}. &fany 
of tfaetn idiowed a great desire to learn, ^uid wjine 
of tliem rmwdrd in my httle tent and a^kM aver 
and over again various qu(.^6(it^iL> Ix^ring on the 
tbm^ of eternity. Not a few of them» I trust, have 
received into their hearts seeds of ^avln^ truth 
which will, under the influence of God's Holy Spirit^ 
draw them to Je»u3 for pardon znd peaj:e. Surdy 
this hicl ought to speak in no jdlent tone to the 
Church of Ood. Wltcrc \& our faith and self-denial 
If a people so eager to learn arc left without a teacher 
|g point th«in to Jisuk, the Fount;un t?i Life i " 

Tlicre arc, however, no pinicular deUiK givrn 
of tliis sojourn and the work accomplished, and it 
was not for >*ears afterwards that anything roore 
was heard of it. In 1899, after Mr. Peck h:td been 
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at woik for some years ia Cumbvrl^uid Souodj he 
rerclvtfl a letter (rora Ki^op Iji Trobe, of the 
Moravian Churdi. It is so impcrt^uil^Hiid «o Jull 
of mcourag^mcnt for the loody worker for Cod, 
Uiat >t U given here in txtemo an m €tJi[tplc:titj:i to tlie 
i^ojoum al Ungnvft Bny, 



"Moravian Mission Boabd. 

Saxony. 
November 13, 1899^ 
Rrv. R, J. Pfck, 

BlACKLEAD ISLAKO. 

Ci^uncRLAVD Inlet. 

Mv DEAK Friend,—! have a story to tell which 
is of special interest to you wbo have sown tlw Seed 
of Lff<r in Ungava B:iy, It st^cms as if Gnd will now 
give a leaping time. Having beard of "a gr<:al 
awakening " at Kang:Lva and Ungava.onr miH^Jonary, 
5teclcer,»t Ramah,went tliitlierU^t April by iavit»- 
tion of Mr. Guy. the Hudson's Bay Company's 
agent At iCangiva. tie wav acconip;iJued by Ludwig, 
a Christian Eskimo, and joined at Nachwak by 
Mr. Ford. ttiL- H.BX trader ^t Uiat post, and an 
Eskimo, who is sHIl hi^fltheiu 

I will not linger on their journey acip«s the lofty 
ridge of that northern point of Lnbrador, but onfy 
say that Hs cxjiorienccs wcxe of duily perils and daily 
preservation and mercies. A southerly wind brought 
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a sudden Ihnw, Pind pArt of the journey w^k thraugli 
roeltiag ^ow and tlowiDg water, infitcjH] of over the 
(rofen 4urfcic4? o( land and river ^nd sea. The men 
and dog« and sledge o{tcn sank deep into tlie auft 
*now, ftitd ^mc of Ihc strtams thry cainc to wr.ra 
wcll-nigh uupaisaUc, 

AiTi%-pd Hi It-ngih at KAngiv.'i, Mr. Steckcr found 
that there W3U a teal awakening, and that it is to 
be tfBCOd to the Divine blessing on your own work 
ut Un^ava. Fiuni Iticnce il h^s ^pit^ui northward 
to KnngivA, tht Uland ot Akpatok^nnd cvt-n to thr. 
Qtliec ^ido oE Uudsoa'ia Straits. It was soon plain 
to him— and he says it would be plain to every one — 
that the work is of God. No doubt some o( the 
E^iinos are ^oiiig on with the Hreain. but its How 
i$ towurd^ ChH^ti^ity. The Eskimos have fully 
broken with hcAtiicn practices and sorcery, and their 
countenances showed the cheerful cJiaracter ot the 
clidiige. TUey were quite candid and open with 
Mr Steckcr. Thc:y are cngcr to obsexvc the Sabbatli, 
counting the dAys week by week to the seventh day, 
when tliey re&t from work. All the Hskimos, even 
the old people, are IcTmitiK to rc^wl and wiile in the 
SyUabic character, and your extracts from thr, Bible 
and tlie Cutedu&ni are liiglily prixcd> It is astooisti- 
big wh.it progress the Kangiva people have m-ide in 
one year, since they began to leam froni those o( 
Un^va. They are diligently imtracting their 
childreEt to the beftt ot their ability. They ore hungry 
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lot iivtUudjoa m Uic tilings of God, and cuuld nut 
he«r f-nniigh from Mr, Sleeker. Tbcy rcpcat<vlly 
wd : " 0, if wv only had a inUMonaiy E " A^aui 
and again they iM^gged him to cximc -ipun nojct year, 
and he plans to do so in March, 1900, when he will 
visit UngAva as well dJi Kanf^iva. At the btt^r 
tlieie arts some 70 Eskimo*, ut tJic loinicr more« and 
a1*ui<wmi*In<3iniu]ivingacpanitcfmm,nnd some also 
ojnoiig, the Indians (rom the interior, and E^kimoe 
from Akpalok iUo come thither to trade, Mr. 
SiccikcT says there is really an open door He thinks 
tJngavn the best centre fnrafttnTton- KAng;tvn can 
be reached from thence in two or three days. 

Tile agents of theCompitny bf.ir witncv* that the 
Eskimos arc quite different to what they used to be, 
and really in eam«l to live a new life, T)ie tnidc^nt 
at botli posts would welcome and a.%^st a mij^ionnry, 
and think there would be no dif^oilty in his getlins 
provisions by the Company's ships. It remains to 
be >een how the H.B.C- authorities in Canada ^nd 
London will view the matter. 

The Eskimo dialect used in Ungava Bay diflcn 
in accent and in some words from that used along 
the Atlantic eO'ist, but not fo much ih.^t one of our 
muwionarics would find any difficulty, U lift werr 
olix-ady linn in tht^ l;i(igMd^ his ear would toon be 
accustomed to the new sounds. 

And DOW. dear Brother, who^e is the priviit^ 
and duty to tftkc up the work thus begun in the 
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Divme leading of Providence ? Personally, I feel 
thiit It is Uid on our Qmrch 2S «Ji extension of her 
enstinf work among ihc Eskimos, and T believe 
that you aitd tlic C.U^S- CoiiuuitU^e wUl ucquiifitce 
in this. Bdng in r^ondon in iA)7, t coll^ on Mrj 
B&xing-Could at Salisbury Sijviarc, and spoke with 
liim especially about Ungava. He expressed Ihe 
liopc thut lite way might be m&de dear for our 
Giurch to enter on work there. May God show 
us His wiU For Uu^dva. 1 do hope you are blessed 
and rherrrd in your work at Cumberland Inlet, 
I wonder ii you ever come across any tiacc of our 
Mis^onary Warmow's visit there in 1858, 
In kina^rc Chti<li*iLn regard** 
I am. dear friend, 
Youjs most truly, 

B, La TKOoa. 



in the end of the above letter h to a 
uoaary Hditied W,4iiaow, who wiulcivd 
on the nonliem ^lore of Cumberland Sound in a 
whiling ship b 1858- He was tent out to sec what 
opening! existed for miisionor^' work* 
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CHAPTER IX 



MARr-aAQE— Foirr geohce 

" Thy people shall be my people." 

MR. PECK'S sojourn al Ungava Bay lasted 
until the simvol of the Hudson's Bay Corn- 
pony's steamer. Then he embarked on the vessel 
which sqU^ to a port on the l^ibrador cocisL After 
various chsng« he reached St. John's. Newfound- 
land. Tlience taking passage in a ship sailing for 
EngUnd he anived m Liverpool on tlie 15th o£ 
October. 1884, to enjoy n sojourn in the old country- 
This Engh&h !>v))Ouni has uo place in dn account 
of work among the Eskimos save for one fact which 
inHuenccd th^t work considerably. This was 
^f^. PeeJc's marriage. He had known the Rev. W. 
Coleman, the present vicar of Moreton Morrell, in 
Warwickshire, l>efore he went to Utde Whale River, 
and when on a v^t to him after hi& return homei 
he found his friend':* *i*tDr, Miw Coleman, ready 
to sJiare his U/e of privation and d^mgcr for the sake 
of Chmt. They wt'M- married in St Paul's Churchy 
Greenwich, where Mr, CoIchlui wa» cumtc at that 
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time. Notlting nttd be said except that she was 
wortiiy m cvxry way to be the partner o( the servant 
of Gf>d, and to rfi«r his solitude. A braver And 
more devoted hcIiMncct w;i* never given to a iBao. 
" Fear did not cnt^'r into her c3lc\iJation5 w!\ere 
the Loid's work aiid Hh glory were the object/' 

" b it Hi-^ will thiit W1-. sliould prosecute this 
work i " would be the only questioa, and when 
the answer was aflimiativc : Then let us go for* 
ward ^\Strong in tli(2 strmglh wbidt God soppUcs 
through His ptrmni Son," 

We are reminded as we read this of tlie patient 
persieverTng f tli of the ftrtt woitijui who had .tny- 
thing to do with Eskimo missionary work. When 
Hans i-^e embarked at Vaa^n for Bergen 
before procwtling to Greenland nearly two hundred 
ycai^ Ago, his friends wJio had been estranged from 
him (or some time owing to his madness, as they 
dMmod it, in leaving home for unknown perils and 
hardship, found their love for him revive. They 
fiock«d in aowds to see th? ship s^l and to wish 
him Cod-spccd. This sympathy and demonstration 
of affection pioved almost too much for tiis stead- 
fastness of purpose. Then it was that his uife stood 
by his side bidding him be br^ve, play the man and 
not look back after havtni* laid his hand to the 
plough. And so it is that not only on the day of 
Calvary but all tlirough the history of ChrLstianity, 
wotncn stand doscit to tlie Cross of the Saviour, 
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In May, 1685, almost immMialcly after Iheir wed* 
ding, the ncwly^marri^ pdii left Liverpool for 
Hudson's Bay- Ihey travelled by way of Quel 
HoDtnal, through Like Huron, and a portion 0I 
Lake Superior as far as Midiipicoten, and from the 
l:ut-n4EnQd pbi:i.-, uboiit 500 miles to Moose, io a 
frail birch bark canoe. 

Movel vren the experienoes for the young bride 
almost tseforp the days of the honeymoon were over ; 
lakes and rivers abounded in rapids which had to be 
"shot." The sensations of many in theseposition&of 
excitement* not to mention danger, would have 
been &ucb ^s tliobe ex|>eriGnce *' who go down to the 
sea in ships and occupy themselves in great waters." 
The Psahniflt dcsciibcs them in the expressive wonL* : 
"Their soul melieth away." 

The Irtdiiui guide who uccompttnicd them, and 
who could spoak a qitiiint, broken English, hoping 
to amubc and interedt the travellerSt gai.-e detailed 
accounts of all the thrilling e^-ents which had 
occurred in the past, when voyu^er^ had ee^ycd 
to shoot these rapids. 

One place he called '* Dc Frenchman's mpid^" 
and in response to the question, " How did it aoiuire 
that name ? '* he replied, for Uie specif comfort 
and edihcation of the two travellers, that three 
Frenchmen had recently been diowncd there, while 
attcinpUng to shoot ttiat particular rapid. 
*'But footing these rajiids," writes Mn Peck, 
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"Ihoirgh Attrodcd with linngrr, h^ its peculiar 
cxcilfunenU, and quite ecstatic experiences, and 

[ten w^ a!mo-tt yelled with exdt«l delight* when 
a Uw minutes of breathless suspense, we 
suddenly found ourselves rmhing salely through 
tlie white, (oaininf^ waters at the foot of the roaring 
Tonml,'' 

After BU weeka of travel the journey came to an 
end on July 4, 1885, by the arrival of the travellers 
at Moose. 

Almost linniediateJy after ceachixig Ihe last- 
mentioned place, Mr. Peck found a small vessd of 
the Hudson's Bay Company sailing for Little Wiiale 
River. He. accordingly embraced the opportunity 
of paying a somewhat ilying visit to his l^skimos. 
Mrs. Pe<Jc had met with an accident and was unable 
to accompanyherhusbojid. Concerning thisvidtbc 
writrt; *'They gave me amost hearty welcome, and 
seemed so glad to sec me bade aguin sate and sound." 

" As rr^AnU the work^ 1 am gl;id to say that two 
of tiic native teadieni have done what they could 
to instnict their fellow-eountrymen dndni; my 
abumcc, <tnd on the wliole wc saw reason to be 
thankful that so much had been done/' 

This journey occupied a \'ery short time, and 
Mr, Peck's intention wa* to return to Moose only 
to take his wife away. Bui this proved to be im- 
possible. The doctor decided Ui;it «he mu&t remain 
where she was through the winter. 
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llAppily rhr rfVocts of the acodcnt moq passed 
off. On February S, iS86, Mrs^ Peck writes to 
BfiSH Tollty : " 1 am w> very Rlad to be able to tell 
yeu that through the blofsing of God, I nm qiutc 
recovpred. The fine bracing weather we have had 
hoi done mc much Koud, and 1 mn loukin^ forward 
with grrat plen^fi' to thr toihiht whm wr hnpc 
(D.V.) to go on toother tc our EakJmoe, who have 
been so long without their minisUr. ( am very 
happy out in this )one3y Land. The days puss 
quicfcly ^nd pleasantly with a little study of the 
tankage, a walk ajid work of some kind. I hftve 
expericQC^ for the 6r5t time the int<^se pleasure of 
receiving letters after a long ailencc. The whole of 
the day on tlie receipt of our letters wa» »pent iu 
reading them ?ind thinking of the home friends , • . 
On ttie aiiival of the amiual ship, we had much 
pleasure in locking al the? bale of things sent out by 
so many kind friend^^ Our pleasure wa^ a. little 
spoiled btfcaust wl^ knew we <tUoTild not distribute 
them ourselves, I hojjc next yc^ir to know all the 
people a little, and more aa y^rs pass on, should 
it please Gcxl to sp^ire me to work with tny buvbortd 
amongst his j>pople 1 nm longing to get to the 
work and shall try to leam both Indian and Eskimo, 
The latter seems the most difficult ; il is hard to Ret 
the right pronunciation." 

Nine days later, i.e.. February 17, i886» Mr. Ptck 
writer : *' As Mrs. Peck b now so wcD, I shall (D.V.) 
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leave for Uttle WItale Rivei in a icw days. I *haU 
have to w^lc about two hundr«l and Ulty miles; 
tile n^nuining thrwr hundrwl and fiUy will kive 
to ht! done with sledge and dogs." In this same 
letter we bear for llitj iusl tiiiie uf ilit prospect of 
eaitkr joiimf^ngs in the neai hitiirr on Account of 
a useful gift to the Mifi^on ; " My little steamer 
will, I Intat, be put together in the coming summer. 
I ^all (D.V.) ictum (o Mousu in tlic beginning of 
July» and shall, perhaps, use the steam launch in 
taking my wife on to our own little hume." 

The postscript to this tetter is: "The dogs have 
just arrived, and I start la-morrow mormiig early 
on my losg journey." 

It needs no words from fin editorini pen to enable 
us to read bi^twet^n the line&, of the patient s&li- 
doiial of both m,tn and wile, who in the fint year 
of wedded happiness give up oue anothet (or long 
periods of sep.iiation and of the faith that trust* 
God with ail that J5 deaiffit in privation and 
danger. 

The stay at Little Whnlc Rivrc lasted frooa 
March 18 to May 5. No details of thb ^-isit are 
forthcoming', but the general souumary is : 

" I wa« kept buAy teaching tlie Eskimos, I was 
glad to sec that many of them had taken care of 
Uieir httle books, and liad continued to re^d them 
during my ab^rnce in EngLind. Otliers, again, were 
as anxious as ever to hcdr the message of salvation^ 
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wbile £ome, I am sorry to say, have gone back to 
tlidr hfMlh**n ways, utid their hf-arts sewn clo>tcd 
against the truth. Bat to counteract this last 
saddening tact God has given us a mighty token of 
His pcwcr in the happy, yt^a, triumphant, death 
of one ol Christ's little HocIl 

" Having remained at Little Wliale River as 
long SLK possible, I took An Eskimo^ with sledge and 
dogs, and travelled on to Fort George. One remark- 
Mt incident ought to be mcntigncd licrc ui cunjicc* 
tion wtth this journey, WhtJi wc approached the 
Fort George River, the ice. which was very weak, 
begun to brc?ik np; but fortunately thr portifin oo 
whidi we were standing held together tmtil the 
people at tlie post came and t^ok us Away in ft 
caiige. Hie rush of water and ke near us was 
really alaiming, and nothing, bum.^nly speaking, 
could have saved us had tlie whole force of the 
current borne down upon us ; but, tbank &od. it 
was canted ia an opposite direction, and we were 
able to keep ftlloat until succour arrived. 

'* Had I known the real state of the ice I should 
not. of course, have gone near it ; but neither my 
Eskimo companion nor I had any conception of its 
weakness, and we thus unconsciously ran into 
danger. May thla remarkAble pre_'*efVfltion be 
written upon my inmost soul f May gratitude to 
God fior His goodness incline mc to rea} devotion in 
His service ! " 
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Mr, Peck «;.Tch«l Moo»P aRAUi somewhat earlier 
Iban he had at fir^t contemplated, en Juncr 23. 
Here he found all wdl and tlie steam launch within 
a few weeks of completion. So it was determined 
th^t the start should be m.ide almost at once for 
their own station. 

It should be mentioned that on his return from 
England Mr. Peck rcccivi>d instructions to make 
Fort George liis bjsr? instead of Little Whair Rivrr. 
They started, tlien, ior tills slaliuii.wliidi b about two 
hundred miles soutli of his old quarters. Mrs. Peck 
tiAvelled in company with a medical gentlenun, 
Dt- Dobbs, who was most kind and helpfuL 

" ! went on/* says Mr. Ptck^ " with our supplies, 
whidi were slitppcd in a bu^it, tlic gift of kind friends 
in Engl^ni^.wliich had been sent out in the anmiaJ 
ship the previous year. 

** Id due time, after my arrival, Mrs. Peck also 
otirived, and sbDrtly after gave birth to our fii*t- 
bom, a 6ne boy, who I tniat will himself become^ in 
God'sgoodtimc, a messenger of peace to the heathen. 
"Our home at Fort George was a ]og-hou»e, 
thirty-four feet Iour by sixteen feel broad. Tliis 
AT^ wms divided into three rooms, one being our 
dining, the other a sitting-room, and the third my 
study. Our bedroom was on the second floor, but 
b cold and stormy weather, wc found it pnidicolty 
inipoisibtc to use this upper room, and were glad 
to make any abjft in tlie bwer rooms. 
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*' The hoiiM wa^ warmed by m<!fljk3 of two large 
»lovc!>, uDe bemg fut use downsta^iis. the oUic^r up. 
Wood WAS burnt in these and a goodly supply wa^ 
□ceded to Ja&l us Uuongh Uic lung, long winter. 

" Tliis fud wa* obtain^ from the wcodn iMrdcrmR 
tliv kink qI the river, and was mostly cut in the 
summer time, made up into rait*, and Hoatcd down 
the river, to a. poi[it not n great wuy from our house 
From th^ rivf-r\ b.ink it was c;im>d up conveniently 
near to tlie liouau ^md stacked lu pilc^ for tbe winter 
contumption. 

" All food, sudi ss flour, oatmeal, tea, sugar 
and every other kind of sroccry ;uid kindred tup 
plies, had to be obtnincd from England, nnd this 
only 4mcc a year, by tl>e annu^ vessel. At Fort 
Ccoi^, however, we never saw this vessel, tot our 
supplies leached us by ;t smaller cr^ft, 

" Now it is a remarkable fact, and one for which 
I wuuld never cease lo give praise to our cuvcn^ut- 
kceplng God, that during the whole of our experi- 
ence at this isolated station, the ve^el uever failed 
to reach its dcfltination. 

" At Fort Georg^\ in certain more lAVourable 
yean, we were able to grow a few stunted, diminutive 
vegetables : we have even grown a few potatoes, 
tbougli It is not possible to say much about either 
their size or quality. 

" Turnips, as being more hardy, wer& our stand- 
ing crop. Our little daughter, who was bcm at 
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Fort G^or^ (and no m<?dical man wa* near us), when 
she wait hi^ eaough to toddlt; about, used to make 
brr way to the garden and puU up sl turnip, and 
dcvoiu it with tlie keenest relish, 

'■ An amusing incident in conneclion with this 
chiU antl htr love of raw tuniip&. occurred in iS93» 
seven ytare aftw, on my return to England. Wc 
Uad just Jujided, my wife and children and Diysdfi 
ujid^ circumstances that will hnd their own place 
later on in this narrati^'e. Whilu waiting at the 
nulwjiy station, prcviowt to the starting of the 
traiHi and having seen some appica at a fruiterers 
near by av wt; entered the ternnnus. J thought 
they would be a treat to my children, who had never, 
of counti, vccn an apple. 

" Ketnming to the cirringr. whrrr 1 had left them, 
I dropped some of the applet into the lap of my 
little iprl. waiting curiously to hear what remark 
she would maks concerning the (to licr,^ stnuige 
frnil. 

" With wonder in every line of her sweet little 
fftc«, she looked up into her mother's, and wiih 
beautiful, diildlikf aimplidty, cded ; * Ob, motJier t 
what big Curmpi these are.' 

"To return to Fort George. Be^cjft the food 
tnpplied from England, we could, in most year^ 
obtiUD 4 iiir supply of fish, rabbits, partridges, and 
fometimcn m little venison. But there were years 
when these things could not be got, then the anxiety 
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And «ilnib (o pmvldo for one's loved ones ift-aa very 
great and soie, 

*' Mra. Pedc did wonder? tn the way of maldog 
our Jog-hut bright uid ch««dul. Our litUe satting^ 
room WAS most tastefully arranged, and our meal- 
limes Vfcre ordeied with as much regularity u U 
wc hftd been living in England. 

'*Wc had Indian gids from time to time, a« ser- 
vants, and one of these espcdally became very 
useful and lidpfut 

" Mrs. Peck's daily life was somewhat as follows* 
Alter the Indian maid had lighted the fires so that 
the rooms were fairly warmed, the little ones were 
waidied and dressed, 

" Bn^Ucfa^t followed tbi^ consisting olten of 
fried lish, porridge, etc. Then came the morning 
family devotions, reading and prayers. 

'* After prayers, various domestic mattcra were 
attended to, dinner prepared, children's clothing 
looked over and mended or newly made. Then at 
I pjn. came dinner 

" After dinner, our little ones were amus«l and 
t^ugliU and during my ub&ences from the station, 
Mrs. Peck held school for the children belonging 
to the Hudson's Bay Company's employes* 

"* Tea came at 5 p.m,. after which our httle ones 
were read to, ;md put into bed." 

After (he IJttlr ones were tucked into bed, in 
that icy oorlheni home of the Pecks*, a few other 
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"inaliers employed husband Jtid wife until 9 p.iTi., 
then came prayers, and retirijig. 

"My lime/* writes Mr. Peck, "was taken «p 
with teaching b^nds of Indians and Eskimos who 
came into the station to trade, and who made visits 
of various lengths. School was k\50 held for lh« 
children ol the Hudson's Bay Company's people, 
while tuitinn was also given to one or two Eskimo 
troys whoiu we kept at our houfic. These were not 
onJy ]n*lructed, but Mrs. Peck did everything 
possible for them as rr^rdcU feed 3Jid clothing. 

" In the winter, we made ^ higli, thick, wall-like 
hank of snow (tbree to four feet wide) agaimt Uie 
walU of our house, which proved a great belp in 
ki?.>Iiing it warm, shutting out the piercing wind* 
and cn^iUing us to keep it snu^. 

"Out little ones were clad in warm English gar- 
ments, and in wintry weather weje. of necessity, 
kept indoors. To>-3 and picture-booka. which kind 
and thoughtful Ineads sent out tron^ home* with 
others which wc ordered ourselves, helpod to amuse 
them, and make tti-rir little lives bright 

*' When wc were ail in good health our lives passed 
very happily, but when sickness invaded our little 
home — with the marest doctor three hundred and /tfSy 
miki away — our only leal hope was m the loving 
mercy of the Great Physician, the sympathising 
Jesus, and in tlie use of the Lnulcd medical kuow- 
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*' The greatest strain wlucli Mrs. Peck fell during 
thtsc years at Fort George, was during my abwnce* 
when visttin^ the distant Eskimos- As these people 
vuited Wliale Kiver iii Uie months of Mardi, iVpnl, 
and Mny^ I IravclU^ from Fort George early in the 
mont}i of March, and sonietimes in February, to 
Great Whab River, and did not return until the 
b^^DKOg of May. 

" It was at these times that Mn. Peck found her 
miuionary life moat trymij- She was not ab&o* 
Intcly alone at Fort George, as Afr. Milf.i Spencer 
was In charge of the station. Botti be and his wife 
^trti in many ways real friends and helpers. StiU, 
for all tbat> the gcnefal monotony of life at the 
station, when alone in our little house, far from her 
English home, and friends, and ;L^3ociations. needed 
B bravp heart to face brightly the inseparable trials 
of such a position* 

This chapter cannot have a better finiih than a 
few extracts from diaries and letters which will 
enaUe the reader lo picture to himself the Uvea of 
Mr, and Mrs. Peck during the next year or two, 
whether they are together or in their enforced 
separations. 

On JsnuAry i6, 1887, Mr. Peck writes : " f start 
(D.V.) for our more northern station. Liltb Whale 
Kjvet. on TliuJKljy. the 20th. lliPtc I hope to 
sec many hnnds of Eskimos in the three or four 
months during whidi 1 shall probably rem^n tliens. 



■ 
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Id my iibavnce my biave wife is dctenrtm^ with 
God'fL hdp lo do what she can for the people hrre. 
May our gracious Saviour be Dear to cheer and 
comfort her in her tonelinf^/" 

On the^ame day Mrs. Peck writes: "And now my 
hnsband is ngain prp.pariag for his visit to Littlf^ 
Whale Rivtr- This is a veiy quiet spot, but 1 shalj 
not be quite alone, Oiir httle son is getting a very 
good compaaioQ. He has a great deal to say &omc- 
time), and *» v«y amtising." 

Thus wc SL*c the sympiUhy of the one and the 
ch<yrful patience ol the other malcin^ the best of a 
trying portion — a true picture oi union in sod for 
ChrisL 

Again, a year lat^r, wo havo a glunpee into the 
smig log home which is very charming^ It b in a 
letter to Miss Tollcy from Mrs. Peck, in which the 
annual bale of g^jods \s acknowledged. '' Please 
iCTcpt our most hearty thanks for all the presents. 
The davenport is very nice and so useful. My 
husband is quite delighted with it. And the book- 
selves too make a nice httle addition to our room, 
and so suitable, as all our things are Email. The 
room 15 tiny but quJle English looking, with C4fpet 
and papered walls. The i*nUl paper somHimes giws 
a very loud report, cau^ by the frost bursting it 
At the seams in the boards But in summer wc 
shitll mend it ag^nn* im wc did l:i»t yt-ar, and it mil 
scarcely show. I like our little home so very much 
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that I would not change ii- And Ihrn wc have our 
wodc out here. It is true 1 cannot dc mudt out^e 
work — I mean, I cannot help a grtat deal with 
teaching the pet>ple, but 1 try to keep the home 
bright . . . Our Christmas and >Jew Year were 
»p?nt *eiy happily. We had about sixty Indians 
come tf> see as and twenty Esltimos. Wc gavr them 
all coffee or tea and cakes. With that they were 
very much pleaded. They all like to shatce hands 
with u» And ki*» tiic boy. They My that he will be 
their minister by and by, go that they will always 
have ftome one to te^tdi Iheni. We should very 
moeh Ukc him to bt^ if it is God's vilL The Indian 
for little minbter is ' lyumchowoocbemasliisb.* 
that la what they generally call him. My husband 
ii called ' lyumeliowooche-inow,* ^tnd I am called 
' Ijrumehowoochemashwow.' " 

All this sounds cheery enough, and we can under* 
stand the need of chceriness ;tnd bngbtnott witliio 
that cabin home when wc read at the same time in 
Mr, feck*s letter : " Our winter here is passing very 
pleasantly* and we feel quite snug in our little log- 
botuc. True the vast expand of snow outside 
looks cold, and at times, perhaps, makes one feci a 
little gk>omy> Stdl we feel that we are spending 
our lives here for some purpo?ie, and th(.i, rtfter all, b, 
I think, the great fact to bear m mind. Lite spent 
in the Saviour's service is life well spent/' 

Id the summer of i833, Mr. Feck started on a 
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journey to Moose, and intended to be awny from 
borne at least six or eight weeks. His wife v/^s 
surprised, however, to ioxid ium rttuming very sooa 
after his departure. What had happened ? Was 
be m ? Had he dianged bis mmd ? No, it was 
simply that a sfiiious accident had happened* but 
b&ppily unattended by Any loss of life, " 1 had/' 
he saySfc *' rather a serious mbhap when going from 
Fort George to Moose in my boiit. Wc !iad ({Ot 
fiomc eighty miles on our way when wc were obliged 
tlirough stress of weather to anchor the veswsl 
on the lee side of an bland. Wr. then thoiight it 
wise to camp on shore, Shortly after 2 fcArful 
»tonn came on and drove the boat from her anchor- 
agv. She finally foundered amidst the heavy scac. 
We had a sthaU canoe with us on th^ island, and so 
when tlie wcatlier moderated wc were able to go to 
the spot where the boat bad sunk. With much 
difficulty WP managed to get her afloat again. Un- 
fortunately my box was on boitrd cont^uning ne^trly 
all my dotlies and several of ray booka. This was 
shattered by tlie violence cd the waves, and m^uiy 
of the things were lost. Some few. however^ were 
eveutuaily found packed amon^l tiic iieaweed aod 
sand. What a mercy that matters were no worse 1 
How Ui.^nkful one ou^t to be that 1 and all that 
were with mt should have been an shore when the 
atonu c;uoas on. Had wu been in the boat, not coc 
of us, humanly speaking, could have been saved/' 

13 
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aad Indians weie sUyiii^, Tiifsc were very pleaKd 
to see lis, and c;tme down t<i thf^ boadi to help carry 
our things to a suitable camping jjlncc. Wc had 
only a tiny tent m^de as ihen^ were no long poles. 
The woijU atjd wnist v/e tiscd had to be brought in a 
kayak, and, of course, was not plentiful. It was 
fitlitr awk*aid with jl young baby. The evening 
w<^ arrived was plc-isanl, and our boy enjoyed a 
game with the Eskimo diiklren, 

•* The following day, Sunday, my husband waa 
busy reading iind speaking to tlic ptMiple. We were 
kept in the tent on account of the rain which fdl 
almost continuously the whole day, Mond:Ly also 
was very wet .and w^; could not think o( lining on^ 
so we had to make the best of oux suiroundings. A 
poor htUe Eskimo child died on Sunday ni^xi, and 
was biiripd on Mondiiy morning, A grave hod to 
be made with large stones. 

^'The Eskimos are sueh cheerful people, Al- 
dlOU^ it W35 such dull w^atliei, they seemed to bo 
happy and contented, 

" Tlic following morning was very foggy, but w« 
llliought it well to tiy and get on our way. The 
poor peuple wen? itony to part with us, and w;ifclied 
imtil wo werr-- hidden by the mist whirh hung *o 
heavily over the sea. On our t«ntb day we reached 
our declination, after travelUn^f about sixty-eight 
miles in nine houre. Sometimes the waves looked 
as though they would cover us, but God watched 
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over us. The Indian we had as guide was very 
sldlfol in bis management of the canoe and never 
seemed the least daunted l^ wind or waves. It 
was to me very comforting to see him so brave. 
We stayed at Great Whale River two weeks. We 
were only four days returning to Fort George.*' 



CHAPTER X 



CHASCCD PLANS— HOUB 

*'I will call ibem my peopla which were 
not my people, o&d her beloved whiUi was 
not beloveJ, ' 

THE peHt>d to wliich we have very briefly 
Alhided in th^btterpoitkntof thcUGtchai>tcr 
was one of distinct progrf^ and hopcfulncsa. About 
the dott oi it Mr. Peck mentions tlie baptism of 
two adult Eskimos, one of whom h.id Icnmed to 
read wtUi almost no licJp in the way oj t«achingi 
He also speaks of tl\e triuTnphnnt death of another 
convert. In the hour of supreme Iriii he turned 
to his sorrowing relations and told them not to 
weep AS he was goin^ to hve witli Jei^us. 

There were, however, two matters which caused 
some temporary clieck to the work and necesssUted 
a certain re-iidj list men t of the Mission machinery. 
The first was that the Eskimos h^d been suftcnog 
great Io£m^ through Ihclr dogs dying. As a coo* 
tequeuce they weie unable to travel south (o the 
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tndiiig post. The fieconct waa thi^ d^ciMcm of the 
Hu^eit's Bay Company to iibcmdon Wtt (riding 
station at Little Whale fWvcr and conccntmtc oo 
Great Whale River. Although tliia w^ only aixly 
miles further south, thert wn* n^ prolwSiHty th,-»t 
thi^ Eskimo*, fcntpmc time ^t Ivast. would jouni«y 
there in the same numbers that had congregated 
at the more northern station. " Undn tbc cir- 
cuTnstanrjfl " write* Mr. Peck " I have, after prayer- 
ful consideration, made up my mind ^Wial to do. 
With God'» hlcftsing and help, 1 shiUl ^ to th^r 
Kikimos if tZiey cannot come to me. With 2 
Christian Eskimo iis rompnnion, and skdge and 
dc^, I !i}iall doubUt^ find many on tlie v-d«t fidds 
of 10% nnd Cifid, I am sure, will he with mc, and He 
vril tdes» me." 

But perhaps the mo^t eneourJ^finp feature in the 
work at this time was the (net that there was ft 
prospect of self-help among the Eskimo* thems^'lvet. 
Youths the:^ were comini* forward ready to work 
fcrOimt^dnd fit also to be trained u legden in th« 
evangeliftition of tlieir heathen fellow-counuyintti 
and instrurtor* m the Christum church. Of them 
Mr. Peck writes : — ** I am gbd to say that I am now 
able to do a little in the matter of preparing E^imo 
lads as teachers (^^V-) for their fcUowcouiurymen.. 
One, a very promising youth indcxd. was appouited 
teacher by oar Bishop, and I believe, with God's 
btoesing, he wilJ t^cconie a real help in the work. 
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Xlttvc anothnr with me nfw who is ablo to read nxid 
undetstdud i goodly portion oi St- Lukc*s Gospd- 
I chilli (DA',) go on tMchlng him. and trust that 
God will fil him for His own work." 

Tt should he bomc in mmd that at the same 
time ali tbii work wa? 1x-it>g done Mr. lYck wa» 
also not forgetting the Indinn Church, ;m<l ai rft- 
g-jid-i literarj- work hv say*. " 1 h^vv Ixtn busy cn- 
lArginf; onr E^imo gnunmar. This work VfiSi, I 
Inist. prove usefnl to olh<!rs who may come in 
contact with the Eskimos" 

Sbidl wc; now accompany oui inisMonory in onu 
of thost^ "journeying^ oftim" which b<*camf morv 
frvquent for the reasoo-s ^veu tibove } V/c ^lall 
find ourwlvcs the very 6rtt night in rather cold 
qtiartcra— no aoft leather beds, though it U tnic 
there i% a 6re in the bed^room. It vt on March 13, 
iSgij that wc hnivc to make onr gtiirt. Wc arc 
ofl by 7 ajD- It is dreadful Ai the very start. It 
hxB been snowing ?icavUy during the night and the 
diiftt are 50 deep that it 1* with the giratc^l diffi- 
culty wc cnn get OUT stodge along. However, we 
resolve to pusJi on with stout liearls lor we itre 
buoyr:d lip by the hope of reaching a tent in which 
we took refu^ a yoar a^. Mile after mile goc& by 
slowly enough. It la all we can do to keep up our 
spirits. 

" At last 1 there it is T* wc cxdaim as a dark ob< 
ject comes into view, '* No, I tm afraid then i» 
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toroetJiing wicag," sjiys Jdi. Peck. '^Tbctt is so 
tent thert.** 

When we approodi wc find to our dsnuy that 
tho tent txas b^n praffically deMroycd, Thcnt 
ar« goly a fc«- rcntains, altogether iovufficteat, oon* 
trivp. A5 wr will, to mnkc a shcHer for tho ni^t. 

"Well" contmutt Mr. Pi:ck ''this IS DO* dMrful, 
but wr must make the br-^t of tt. Wc wiS^make vl 
barnc4iJe." 

** And whit do yoa mtan by (hat '* wt ad: ^m-er- 
lug and iniA-ardly lajncntuig thnt wc have left our 
own snug homi^ for such ft journey as thb. 

" Oh, we will dig a hole b the snow about twenty 
feet in dicamference and then itot outkc a Uttle 
shdti^r with some tentdotb on the weather aide. 
And then, for I promised you z Hie ia youi txd* 
room, wc wfU try to find a little wood to light a 
flie.*' 

And io we did. Wh<!n we h.id completed our 
tniTicadc it was dLtk, We went in scaich of wood. 
Tt wus difficult enough to 6nd. But in time we 
niADaged to collect enough to make a fue, and then 
wc had the picture of drinking a cup of tea. Ob, 
the pleEi^ure of tlut cup of tea. It may not have 
been over strong ; it may have had a little flavour 
of wood gmoke. But it was hot tea. Nothing 
ever tasttd half sf> well. 

An American writer who tried the cscperiment 
cf cutting himself oS from his luxurious t^me and 
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private meana and »min^ hb livinft by manual 
Ubour tkclaje« thiit the ordiniiiry toon or womun 
ID thr environment of modem artificial dvilixation 
cannot possibly know the keen plaisuie 13 mt can 
be got out of eating and driaking. We eat when 
we are not hungry, we drink vAien we are not tbirety. 
merely beeause cnir me-il time is come round. But 
if we Ihnjw off conventionality, live on Gixpenny^ 
worth of bread and cheese a day, and earn it by 
onr physical labour, we shall gain a perfectly new 
experience. 

Probably our experience was similar that night. 

After prayers we mana^^ to coil ourselves up 
near the lire in our wann rabbil-sldn blankets and 
were &oou fast asleep. 

We fancy by thi3 time the imaginary companions 
have had enough of this trip, and so we will allow 
Mn Peck and bis faithltil friend to pursue thdr 
CQume uxiim|>cded. 

The next mcrnlng in spate of a strong wind and 
bcELvy drift they determined to fucc tlie io;td and 
try tortdch some Indians who were about ten mi)«s 
away, 

''After about three houis* battling with the 
blinding drift" Mr, Peck writes, "wc were more 
than gliid to meet an Indian who kindly guided us 
to the people we were in search of.'* 

On March 17, Cape Jones wa« passed, and again 
we might tind our sympathies awakened as wc read : 
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"TItf €mBarf ttbovt ttfr? h dmy fa the 
liinifi nrt A Inc or Imog ttaf to t>* «■■. ODdH 
inf bat coft vMt cspuMe of kr Md amr tt tir ss 
tiKeyeoncttcb. Bat tt b «dl to be bov xonht 



toipnttl the 



of A 



life fa As 



pcttftthrely. Tbe ine vt naJoc of 

Litli^ Wh&lf Rtvo- «u thr iMcnclBd Bflttt of 
tbk Jtip crat ion. Tbe naxd of Ae kH day's 
jottraey nortbv^rdt h, ** MMirh 15, we readwd 
the EafcJiDOS we wen in seardi of in ^»d tunc 
We fooad fcmr sdow boov*. rjkch miubtted by ooe 
tvnfly. Wc visited cban, afuf wbldi tbcy «U 
gitbmd tofetfaer in the Ui|ccst boose wben 1 
■rtniclca fncna 

"After »Uyn^ some time we passed oo to Ultle 
Wbak Rbcr. We got on nkely imta within seven 
n0n of tbt pcit. w4irn our w»y w«» ^imori biocfced 
«p wMi Yttrt boolden of irt. We knew, however, 
il wu no good silting still and kioldng at each 
otiwr, ttac oily way to get tfanni^ bekn duk 
wa# to pK« oc ; Ki uipng our dop ov«r tbe Iraam 
BUMS we woriced ^way with a will to keep the 
■kdp raoviag su tbe 6091 waded their way tbrov^ 
tbe ms^ road. After same three hotin' hird 
work we arrived ut LitUe lAliale Rivcf, where we 
found eome E^kimnK living in an old shanty. We 
pot up with them, and made o>u^sd^<es as comfort- 



CHANCED PLANS 187 

able as possible. Wc Jjad fehort service lor our 
friends, whf^n I laid before Uicm, as usual, the 
Gospel o( the graoe of God. 

One object which Mr. Prck hart in ww in vtsiling 
the noiihem stalion ^t this time, was not a cticer- 
ful one. It was to puU dnwn and rrmov<r the tron 
churd), which had been erected there with much 
joy and which had proved to bo of very Rreat 4m^ 
vice, Ovk'ii^g to Uiv chaiifp? uf pLiii of ttic (ruling 
cmnpany prrviouiJy menfionrd, thrrr was no use in 
allowing it to remain at Little Wbale River, 

On March 26, he is busy with thJa wodc and 
writes: 

"It was with f*«lings of sorrow thai we took 
ilowtt the house of (lod in whicli so many of the 
Eslcimofi have heard from time to time the mcsia^ 
of salvation, but we hope before long to gel it 
shifted to Great Whale kivcr» where I have no 
doubt it will be found mo«t u^ul It was my 
intentioQ to ask tlie Eskimos to haul it over the 
ioe to Great WTin-Ue Kiv:^r, but tht- rough slate 
of the ice, which was piled op in gre^t heaps in 
the vidnily of Little Whale River, together with 
the ^CJtrcity of dog>. made tliis plan enurely 
impf^rticable" 

So the actual removal had to be postponed for a 
kvounible opportunity. 

Good Friday and Easter Day were spent at this 
place (Easter fell on March 39) xniaistering to tin 
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trw p«oplc who were Ibect. We c^tmot do httter 
than take one duy as a. sample And follow the lead 
of the missionary hkoaeU and creep into some of 
the snow hou.sc3 with him. We mast get down 
lo4- en our bajid* .Tiid knoct in order to do so. 

"March ji. Wc rose caxly and went in search 
ol »ome E&kiino». These vrc had the pkasme ot 
roeetingin good time, and hearing that then were 
wvoe more of the people Uviog out to seaward, I 
SUrted tf> 9CC them, intending to return in the 
evening. 

" After a brislf-dHve. we saw our Eskino Msndl^ 
whose now houses were built in dose praxlnilty 
to some vast boulders of ice. Such a desolate- 
looking scene, these vast piles of ioe with the mound* 
like dwclliogs which look Uke lar^ balb ol finow 
scattered amongst the frozen mnsa. 

"Altera glance at the surrounding scene 1 crawled 
into the lirst snow house. I found three tnnuto, 
one of whom I discovered h^it tillen away from 
Christ. I spoke to him faithfully but affcctioiii- 
atdy, and then prayed with him. May God la 
His mercy turn hhn from the path of death ere it 
be too late I 

" Entered next iglo ; here t found a man and 
lus wife whom I had not met for year». They 
told mc they hiid been far out to sea somewhere, 
and had not been at>le to oome near tlie white 
people. Although tliey had been away so long. 



I 
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Xins mcpst plJNLscd to find how well they had kept 
np tbHr knowledge, and how glad they were to 
hear more ol Jesus. After pmyer with tlwm I 
passed on to the next iglo. IJcrc ! found some 
people whom I can hardly call encoura^fing ; true, 
they say they believe, but I am afraid thfir hearts 
are far from God> Exhorted them to n^iBy turn 
to Jesus I wc then knelt down together and I pmyed 
for them. 

" In the oext i^o I found occupants who are on 
the whole encouraging ; one man has given mo 
nittcli sorrow, but 1 trust be U now dctiroutt oC 
turning again to th^ Savnour who loves him still- 
In the last snow liouse 1 found noaiQ candidates 
for baption. These received me in a very hearty 
manner, and listened with much attention when 
1 spoke to them. After shaking hands with the 
people I returned to the Eskimos whom I had left 
in tbe morning. 

" On entering the iglo wher^ I lodged for the 
night, the hrst thin^ that met my ga;^ vnu a large 
seal stretclied along Uie Uoor, Tbia had just been 
harpooned by one of the Christian Eskimos, who 
very kbid]y^er«d mc a portion to feed our di^. 
I gathered all the people together before retiring 
to rest, and bid a very pleasant Utile meeting with 
Ihcm,'* 

,v.\nd in thiji way the llinentlon was continued, 
the lost and waodcnng sheep wvre nought out, until 
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after nn aWncc o( lwi> months Mr, Peck found 
himself back once more at Fort George* In a 
private Letter about thit time licnys: " I fooDil 
■one who wished lo follow the Savknir and who 
diowcd mc every kiadmes^ during my stay with 
them. One would boil my kettle £>veT hb oiJ lamp 
*o as to make tea to vnmi me : some would help to 
feed and otherwise attend io our dc^. while others 
would try aiid »tup up jU the crcvites of our ^ow 
house so 05 to make it as snug as possible/' 

Kt^viewing ia generaJ terms hU plan of tivbtg 
withthr people And gciingfrom iglo to iglo in order 
to teach them, Mr. Peck says: '^Thechildrcnlgener- 
aDy gatliered together in the largest snow house I 
could find- Tliey were then tiiught to rvad» in- 
structed in the simpler truths of the Chmlian Faith, 
and afterwards catechised to test their knowledge 
ol the truths they had heard. In the rv-ming, after 
the men returned trom liunting, general meetings 
were held. wheii« by the liglit ot nn oil-Ump, wc 
sang hymns, read alternately, had pmycr, and I 
then gave them a sijnplc Gospel address. Friends 
may, perhaps, think thfit such work is extremely 
trying and depressing^ True, the cold is v«ry 
intense, but then one should he willing to "endure 
hardships" for the Master's sake; besides which, 
strange as it may appear, the Eskimos arc the heart- 
ieitt and happiest of people, so it is quite uiy own 
fault if I (eel dull amongst them," 
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By August tSqi Mr. Peck ia able to report that 
tlw wurk hits nut Millc^rixl ito niuJi d» tie Itad tc&red 
it ft^rnild by the abiindonmrnt of Utile \V1ude 
River. The people began to come to tltc txion 
southem ftUtiom m Jar grtater numbers than he 
had cxpcctfd them to do. thou^b then: wen; inany 
who would not or could not move so far. Some 
owiiig to the Ion of tbcir dog*, mentioned ia the 
last chaptf-r, were obliged to Wvc their iunilies o«l 
tlie ice. The uien would then band togctlicr and 
haul their trading goods to the place. The mor« 
fortunate, i.e.. Uio&e who h^d a few dog», would 
arrive with what my Eskimo fnends call "loaded 
sledges" — ik very suggestive and appropnate nomo 
indeed, especially when one remembers thdt an 
Eskimo not only plle3 on hi& !i1edg(! his beddtngi 
doUtiug, ;uid trading goods, but tite yoxin^er mem* 
bcrs of Ehc family may often be found l^hcd on top. 

AJlogetliei it wmt mi i:ttL:uutJj;Ing ft'tiuapect 
which the mitsionnry w^^s ablr- to t.-iki? from this 
point of lime. " Tlieie have been " he ssys " (our 
adult baptiimA daring the present year. All of 
thc^e were in eamest about tJicir souls, and each 
one wai do^ly questioned regarding hid know* 
led^, faith, aud life befoie beiu^ admitted into 
the vhiih\ti Qmrch Iw iMptUm, Wc? tried, with 
God^s help, to give them a cl&ir koowledgi; of tJkc 
Saviour's work, and to teach iliem the depravity 
qE their faDen n^tture, and tltctr l^t, sinful stabs 
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before Cod. I am moro than ever coDviDced 
as the years roll on, that this is what tliey need to 
know. We should not, of course, nc^ect to tcac^ 
them to read, and lo do aU wc can in other ways 
to pour light into tl^eir dark roinda, but after all 
the fact remains that salvation is alone to be found 
in Christ. If wc am only draw our poor people 
to' Jesus, we know they will be safe both now uul 
for ever." 

And besides lliese hapliims there was great en- 
courag<^ment tn the fact (hat he was able to report 
two young Eskinwjs newly insUllsd ^ te^Lchmsto thdr 
own people and engaged in active work. It is the 
grtaUst possible satisfaction to the mb^onory to 
find a spiritual effective native ministry rising into 
being. For It matters not how able a man he may 
be himselE, how l^^im^ in their language, he ia 
always conscious of bdng a fordgncr and of speak- 
ing more or less with st^mraeriiig lips and a stutter- 
ing ton^e. And Just as the heart of St. 
Paul must liAve rejoiced when tlie time had coon 
to Ind Titus ordain a native ministry in CrDte* 
or as Elanntngtott, Parker and Tucker were en- 
couraged when they found the Uganda Church 
naturally expanding by the hirtli of a native minis* 
try, so Peck w^ able now to thank Go^ and take 
courage because (lie new wine was fermenting in 
ftnd expanding the new winc-skins of the Eskbno 
Uiuidi, 
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Unl whatever cauw« of rejoJdng there were, 
faith docs Dot go untriedH Sunshine and rain am 
for ever alternating in Uus life. And so we read: 
"One of otir students, who, I hoped, would in tim* 
be usrful m God's work, died at Moose la&t yr^r, 
I seat liim to this post for medical advice and 
tneatmeDt, but, sad to say, the disease from which 
he was suffering developed into consumption, from 
the effects of wliich he soon passed away. Al- 
though this member of our smnll community had 
pven mc rmich sorrow by having fallen into wn, 
yet I am tliankful to say he ahowed signs of real 
repentance, and it gave Die comfort to know th^t 
he passed away with a simple trust in the merits 
of Jeisus- lu connection with this Kid event 1 in^y 
say that the fearful mortality amongst our poor 
people retards our eSotts to ralne up suitablt! teach- 
ers from among Ihem, No less than three of our 
helpers have died during the last ten years, and 
their pla^rcft can scarcely be filled before others 
are cut down. We can only look up to Him who 
hoTd« ttie keys of death in His hands. He c^n 
help us in our seusons of difficulty/* 

About thi« time the shadow of a great trial 
was beginning to move ovi^ the waste towards the 
mis^oo. It wasjiowever, altogetixer unseen as yet 
by Mr. and Mrs. Peck, as will be understood by 
his wordii in which he is coutemplating fresh efforts 
in the sitrvicc of God and liis adopted people. "I 

>3 
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"The country atxmt hwt is drcjiry in the ex- 
treme — not a tree or living tiling to be seea, iwUi- 
la^ bnit one vast wtpaniw M icp and snow tvi far ns 
the eye can itMcli. Bui it Ik wdl to be here amidst 
these lonely wastes to sprend the knowledge of & 
Sftviour'ft love. Surrouiidinir* are nothing com* 
psralivcly. The use wc malte of our life is the 
gnat reality/^ 

Lltde Whale Ri\-cr was the intf^nded limit of 
this itineration. Tlic record of the last day's 
joumpy northwards is, "* March 25, wc reaehcd 
the Etkimofl wc were in seobfch of m ^ood time. 
Wp found four suf^w honses, earh inhahited by one 
bmily. We visited them, after which they ulL 
gathered together in the Urgest house where I 
instructed them. 

"Aiter staying some time we passed on to Little 
WhaJir River We got on nicely until williin seven 
miles of the post» when our way w^ Almost blocked 
up with vast boulders of icc. Wc knew, however, 
it was no good sitting still :ind looking M each 
other, the only way to get through before dark 
was to press on ; so urging our dogs over tlie frown 
masses wc worked away with a will to keep the 
sledge moving ;i^ the dogs wended their way tluoug^h 
the ragged road. After some three houis" hard 
work we armed at Little Whale River, where we 
found some Eskimos Irving in an old shanty. We 
put up with tUeoir and made ourselves as coinfort* 
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able as possible. We \wd tbort service lor our 
frioida, whim I lakl b«fon; them, na timul, thi^ 
Govpci of the giucv of God. 

One object which Mr. Peck had in view in viailmg 
tbe northern etiition at this time, was not a chttr- 
fnl onr. It Wiift to pull drwn and rrmovc the iron 
church, which had been erected there willi much 
joy and which had proved to be of ^-ery icreal jwr- 
vice. Owing to tlie di^nge of plan uf the tmding 
company previously motioned, there was no uw in 
allowing it to remain at Little WhaJt River. 

On March 26, he is busy with this work and 
writes: 

" It was with feelings of sorrow that we took 
dowD the house of God in which so many of the 
Eakimos have lieard Uom tinur lo time Uje message 
of ALtlviition, hnl we hope before long to fpel it 
E^iftod to Great WhaJe River, where 1 have no 
donbt it will be found most useful. It was my 
intention to ntk the KskimoH to haul it ovei tlic 
ice to Great Whale River, but the nmgh state 
of the ice, which was pUed up in great beap6 tn 
the vicinity of Little Whale River, together with 
the scarcity of dogs, made thu; plan entirely 
impradicable." 

So tlje actual removal tiad tu be postponed for a 
favourable opportunity. 

Good Friday and Master Day were spent at this 
place (Easter fell on March 29) ministchng to the 
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few people who wtre then;. We cannot do better 
thin take one day as a sample and follow the lead 
of th^ missionary himsdf and cinep into some of 
llie snow houses with him. Wc must ^l down 
low on our hands and knees in order to do so. 

" MdrcJi 31, We rose tarij' and went in seatdi 
of same Eskimos, These wc had the plen^rc of 
meeting in good time, and heating that there wcffQ 
some more of the people living out (o seaward, I 
started to see them, intending to retnm in the 
evening. 

" After a tirisk-drive, we saw our Eskimo friends, 
whose snow houses were built in dose proximity 
to some Vital boulders of ice. Such a desolate- 
looking scene, these vast piles of ice with the mound- 
like dwellings which If>ok like large balls of snow 
scattered amongst the frojsen mass. 

'•After a glance at thesurrotmdingscenelcmwfcd 
into the £i¥t snow house. 1 found three mmatcfi, 
one of whom I discovered had fallen away from 
Chiiait. I spoke to him faithfully but affection- 
ately, and then prayed with him. May God in 
Hi* mercy lum him from the pa.lJi of death ere It 
be too late f 

*' Entered next iglo ; here I found a man and 
his wife whom I had not met for 5'eare. They 
told me they had been far out to sea somewhere, 
and liad not been able to come near the white 
people, j\lthough they had twcn away so long. 
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I was most pleased to find Imw well they had kept 
up their knowled^, ajid h>?w glad they were to 
hear more of Jesus. After prayer with them I 
passed on to the next iglo. Here I found Bomo 
peoplf^ whom 1 can lurdly odl tnoouraging ; Irae, 
they sny they believe, but I am afmid their hctirts 
are far from God. Exhorted them to really turn 
to Jesus ; we then Icntilt down together and 1 pmyed 
for them. 

'*In the next igb I found occupants who are on 
the whole encouraging ; one man h^a given me 
much sorrow, but T trust he is now desirous of 
tumuig ^^ io Uic SoivioLu wlio Jijve^ hbu ^tiii. 
Id the last snow house I found some candidAte^ 
for bciptism* The&& received me in a very hearty 
manner, imd bstenfd with much attention when 
I spoke to thum. After shaking hands with the 
people 1 returned to the Eskimoa whom I had left 
in the mominfC- 

"On entering the iglo where I lodged for the 
itighl, the fii^t ilmg that met my g^e was a Urge 
scaI strrtrJiPd along the floor. Thw had jutt been 
harpooned by on^ of the Christian Eskimos, wlio 
very kmdly oGercd me i portion to feed our dogs. 
1 giithcrcd all the people together before retiring 
to re»t« and bad a very pleasuit little meeting with 
them." 

;«And in this way Uiq itincmtion Wiu continued, 
the lost And w&ndering ^cep were sooght out, until 
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aionAry Society report* himseU to, and i* intCf^ 
viewed by, the Committee id Salisbuiy Square. 
The worit and prospects in the misuorury'^ pftiti- 
cidar spliere naturally come uiuLct diacusUoa. 
[n the present a&e wo have an interesting sum* 
maiy published by the Society. 

"The Committee had the pleasure of an inter- 
view with the Rev. E, J. Peck, recently nrtumed 
from Fort George » Mr. Peck regretted having 
been compelled by family cirrumstances to come 
home cadier Uian he had expected. He bad 
searched mil theE^kim<sto theutmoslof hiipowcr; 
140 adults were now under uistiuctJon, of whom 
eighty are bapti/ed. He hjid trained five Eskimo 
teachers, of whom three have died, and two are 
now at woik. He hud translated many portions 
of the New Trstamrnt into the local Eskimo dJa- 
lect< The Indians had l^en nearly all baptised 
brfon- lie went therr^. He nr^d on the Committer 
the spintual needs of tlie Eskimos north of Hud* 
son's Bay ; and expressed liis wiUin^ncss lo go 
amongst them in whahng vess^, if a younger man 
would tcilcc his present work." 

In (lie l;^ht of sub^fquent events we can see that 
his steps were directed lo England for God's pur- 
pose to be fulfilled. He was. aa a matter of fad, 
being ted like Abram, who was to go forth to & 
land that God would show him, or like Paul who 
was to be sent "far hence to the Gentiles.'' H« 
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was to be talcMi at his word. Fcr *omc time p«- 
vious to his home coouDg he had writtea : 

" In my last letter I alluded to the need of mon 
active me^nires being token by the Churdi of God 
at large for the cvemgclientioti of the ifhoU E«ktm9 
race. The most I can do ii to gnpple uilh th<^ 
people tiviiig on this coast, the extent of wlilch ia 
»x hundred miles. It is true tlic Eskimos do 
travel great distances, but there are ccrtAio geo- 
graphical features of their ccuntiy. or, I should 
nithcr say, emmtrie^, which confine them, as it 
were, to particular localities, and which make 
further intrroourse impossible, Thm we have 
the Eskimos of many regioDS out of reacli of our 
influence, vix, those JUvin;; on the northern shores 
oE HudtLon's Strait, Davis Strait. Baflxn Bay. tlie 
lends visited by Franklin, McClintock, Parry. 
Kane, and others, together witli Alaitka and por- 
tions of the northern shores of Russia. But, It 
m^y be ;L£kcd, how are those isoUtnL Kattexi?d 
people to be reached ? Tl^e answer b plain. The 
Cliujch t>i God must show as much teat and ^ent- 
vcraiue in seeking these Tost soule as others do for 
purposes of trade and objects of discovery. It b 
a fact that nearly all the places named are visited 
by whaling *vesseb, some of whicl; (I have been 
told) winter fai the oountnes they visit. Various 
Arctic explofCEs havg com« in contact with the 
people from time to time, and much mtgbt ha\Y 



200 THE LIFE OF E, J, PECK 

boeo done by ll»U af^mry, had God's people in 
i£n>[l;Lnd and ether CQuntiie^ been really in earnest. 
Again, surdy it ifi not too mxKh to oqtcct that In 
God's good Xmit we may isee an Arctic t!xp»di1ion 
filtrai oil! rxpr*^^ty for the object cf srrking out 
llie«3 poor lobl Eskimo*! Vatious criticism* hiivc 
bfH»ji m.ndc? rrgnrding the pmctical utility ol a 
Nortb-Wcst Pa£s^ge, ev^^ii if discoveicd by tfie 
brave men who from time to time have pressed 
uito tliese Eroien regions ; but there is something 
tangible and n^ in following the example of Him 
who ' humbled HimseU, and beoime obedient 
unto death, even the death of the Crosa/ to s«:k 
and to save tliat which W33 lost," 



CHAPTER XI 



A HBW VE^TVfte 



IT wa* dcAfly stated in Ihc Ia*t chapter thai 
Mr. Peck hdd strong views about the duty ol the 
Ghri^tiaii Church to obey the itimpk command 
of Christ and to seek and save Ihc last whether in 
Arctic wilds or arid d^s^rt. But when a man 
holds strong views and is himsdf perfectly earnest, 
it i* but a 6t«p EroR] advocacy to pntcticc, amd no 
wc arc scarcely surprised, although we adinifc, 
wheJi we ure told th^it Mr. Peck hiTn?.df brff-in to 
contemplate going further north among Iv^kimos 
who had never been reached before by any Christian 
effort. 

The posstbtlity ol doing this was pr^^nted to 
him by the impossibility for some years to oomc 
of his wife bdog able to letuni witit him to ini«- 
siomuy work. Thus hr argurd that be might 
luvc the old &cld for other workers and explore 
new regions where a^ yet no Udy could go. 

Under thedo drcnmstrtnccs Mr. Peck opened up 
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bis mind to the Rev. David Ferni, on^ oi Ihe Secre- 
taries of the Church Missionary .Society. The Litter 
cnlereci with much sympathy into (he profxnal.ind 
advised him to write to the Rev. Sholto Dou^Us, 
mciimbeal of St. Silas, Glasgow, as beinff likely 
to put him in touch with merchants and others 
who had deadlines with the more distant EAkimoa. 

Thf result of this was that Mr Douglas ^ve the 
misuonary an introduction to a member of hi» 
congregation, who was intimately connected wiUi 
the shipping intetcst, and ultim^ttdy he became 
acquainted with Mr. C. Noble- 
It so happened in the providence of God thai 
this gentleman about a w^ek before had completed 
tbe purcha^ of a whaJing station, BlackJead Islandt 
in Cumbcrbnd Sound, and now he was pleased 
to offer a passage free uf charge for the missionaiy 
and his goods to this ^pot, and to allow him to take 
up his residence there. 

And io with this opening before him Mr, Peck once 
more went back lo Salisbury Square^ and there the 
Committee »nctioned llii* new departure on con- 
dition that a colleague could Im; found to ioin lum 
Id this newest venture of faith. 

li the work be of men, it wiU come to nought. 
We may say this with Gamaliel. And God showed 
that it was not of men, for He had simultaneously 
with the bappeairig of these events been preparing 
the ncccKoiy coUuague. 
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'Hie tuinivcfsary meetings of the Church Mi9* 
sioftary Society ia Extrter HdJ cunc od. Hr. 
Ptdc was one of the appoinlM ^pr.ikrr*. No 
wonder with all his fire of love lor tJie Arctic wan- 
derers, he put forth fl fervent Appeal for youn^ 
men, lliere wxt m the audience listeniug to hu 
words 8 former student of the SociHy's Institution 
ki CUi^iani, Ui. J. C. Parker, who had received 
a mcdlc^ training. He hnd fdt ran^tnuncd to 
;tbiLndon his intention of being a mis&ioaaxy on 
aceount of the state of his father's he^th. He 
had coiiduded thitt his duty was at home. But 
now thtn^ had changed. Since he had left CUp- 
hajn hb younger brother had grown up and was 
aNe to take his place. So when he heard the 
appeal. " Who will go for us ?" his heart responded 
with a complete surrender. " Here am I, send me." 
And so the la:Kt link in the chain was forged. Tlie 
pTQijcct waa acknowledged of God, and the Holy 
Spirit who crntudeA a^ had said, '* Separate mc 
Bamab-is and Saul for the work whcreimto 1 have 
called them/' sdd the same thing in equally dear 
terms now in the case of IVck and Parker. 

It was said that the last link in the chain was 
forged. But it must not be forgotten that the 
chain would have been useless without another 
worker who must not be forgotten. Tbii was Urs. 
Peck. She work^ and suffered as truly as 
thobe whom the Church was about to send forth. 
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It was no smiill thing for her in her ^f*jik oon- 
dJtioQ, ami wiUi hvi tilU^ diilJi<aj loimii Uei» 
beroicaUy to facx^ the prcMpect of w:p;ini1ton 
iuid her hwi band's uttvr isoUtion Irom the 
world. But she did face it, and arguod tlial God 
whu wait ojILLiig Ijl'I tiiUilMiiil iuitli would not oiily 
go with him but would also mmain with her and 
hcc faniily. Mr. Peck writes coiiceriiiiig tliis 
time, " I may truly «y that I nevnr rould have 
gone forward to prosecute tliis new work but for 
tho prayer*, the hcnrty sympathy, and tiic cordial 
oonseiit ot my dent wik." 

On May 8, iSf>4, the two brethren wcr« oom- 
mendcd to God by the Committee in Sidisbury 
Square, And on May ii Mr, I^cck wntes to thdr 
BUpportcrs: 

" M many friends have expresst^d a wi»li to lollow 
us definitely iu prayer when wc (D.V.) go forward 
to our new work ^t Cumberland Souud, way 1 
m»ition the following particulars ? 

" The vessel will leave Scotland on the 20th of 
June, and the voyage out will probably take about 
eight weeks. 

" After landing cai^o the vessel returns to Scot- 
land in the autumn of lhi& yeai, aiid tli^xt; i& a 
prot)abil]ty of our not tiuanng fmm the outer 
world until the vessel returns to Cumberland Sound 

in the aummer of 1S96, vi*,, in two years' lime, 

9 * • • * 
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Tn going forward into the very Arctic rrpons 
to seek out the scattered slieep in the wiLdenies^* 
we fcd we shall hive in a very 5p<rd;U mwinpcr the 
prayers and sympathy of many of God*5 dear people. 
Great hfls been the kindnesi and great the sympathy 
shown to me a:} T havi: gone to many .'l bright 
Christ];in home in England, and it will lie a tower 
of strength when far away to remember that one 
is eompa-y^ed about with a host of praying friends. 
And then, bc«t of all. ' God is with us.* His pro- 
mue shall never fail : * Beliold, 1 am with thee, 
and will kcrcp thee in oU pUcc5 whither thou gocst. 
and will bring thee ^gain into this land ; for 1 will 
not leave tliee until 1 have done that which I have 
spoken to thee of." 

The ship was, however, somewhat delayed, and 
it was not tmtil June 37 that Mr. Peck finally 
separated from hU loved ones. 

About the start, he writes: 

*■ At Euston Station* near the time of departure 
(8 p.in,),we had quJte a company preseni to bid us 
God-spe<xli for not only were my dear wife and 
her brother, the Rev. W. Coleman, and Mr Parker's 
dear onei there, but, to our great astonishment, a 
band of the brethren fn>m Islington College 
gatherwJ to spued our going »nd to wish us every 
joy and bicviing in the work^ 

" As the train left the station, tliese dear brethren 
nn along the ikle of the train :tnd cherred us roost 
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Itisttly, I do not. of ooarac, know what & certain 
titled noan, who had a stately saloon and a larp; 
retlniift of ^r\%-mtx, all to himself, thought of these 
strao^e proceeding, but certainly we felt greatly 
dseered and comforted by knowing that ao many of 
the servants of our God and King had fo^otten 
neither us nor our work — our work which u His^ 

" Once cliMr of the station the mighty cxpnsa 
swept on at trnitic spNxl cm its long journry north, 
AH that we bved and held dear were now left be- 
hind, and one's h^art grew full, and there were 
momoitfi which were overwhelming. 

'*Tliea one look up the parable against oneself 
and cried: * But why art thou dLcquietL<d within 
oie, O my soul ? For whose &ake art thou leaving 
all ? Ho^ thou in God. Remember the ex- 
CiVding love of Him who died for thee upon the 
CroflB of ^ame and for His sake checrfuUy bear 
IheCrobi*,"' 

The travelers arrived at Aberdeen abont B a,m, 
the toUowing morning, but they were doomed still 
to ftome days of waiting. The time of sailing of 
a vessel for a whaling station is not chaiacterucd 
by the predsion of the P. and O. or a gn?ai Atlantic 
liuv. It must liave been somewhat tr^'ing to tlw 
miftsionfirks to reflect that they mi^i have spent 
th«ee days with the loved ones Irom whom ihey 
had parted tn London, But there la no sound of 
a far-oS murmur ot sign of irritation. They went 
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on to Peterhead, and there made use of their time 
m making preparations, in prayer, in gaining in- 
formation and M50 in open air preaching- Of 
tlie Li^t Mr. Peck says, *' Iht attention was very 
nuirlced, and we have reason to believe that God 
blessed the Word to some souls.'* 

During Uiese days of waiting Mr, Peck wai 
mtef\iewed by a representative of the Scnhnd 
new^per. The report of this interview occupi^ 
a v/hole page and contained a vast amount of 
interesting matter, but a^ rt was taken up ahnost 
entirety with a retrospect of work cm the shores 
of flud^on's Bay, it is not necessary to reproduce 
it here. It is mentioned here only as additional 
evidence beating upon the fact which has beawue 
abundantly evident cl late ycaiB, vi*., that the 
work of lorejgn ini^ions has more and more 
Bssuined a poaiuon of importance in the eyes of 
Itie geoeial public. 

It was not until Monday, July 9, that the two 
inls&ionanes signed articles at the Customs House 
and so became members of the ahlp's company. 
Tlie vessel, whidi was called the AUrl, a whaling 
brig, registered to carry 129 tons, was only 
ninety feet m length and tweaty-one in breidtb. 
The crew numbered eight men, exclusive, we presoDt, 
of the chaplain and surgeon. She was not chartered 
to cany pasaengera and so Mr. Peck signed for 
Ihc \'Dyagc'a«*chapl;iin and Mr. Paiker as nitgcOD. 
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** On Tncaday, July to," Mr Peck writei, " cv«y- 
Uiiog being ready we w<^it down to the vcsud. 
We met ftevcnil frimf!* whfl wi*hH u* cvrry U^^^ 
tng CQ oiu voya^ and work. As tbe moulh ol 
the harbcnir is very narrow we h.id to ranploy a 
iu^, wliich liad not towed us very hx before she 
broke down, one of her bailer plates having given 
way. Thi» necessitut*^ oiu return to as near 
onr oM berth as we could gl^t, God i$ doiibtlcsi 
ovorruling all for His glory and our §ood," 

At brt on Friday, July 13, a forlninlht after 
the ELTTival cf the two nussiortarics at Pctcrboadj tlw 
Alert finally cleared the port. Numbers of profile 
gatlifrred to set them ofT, who sped them on their 
way witj] throe resounding British cheers. Nothing 
further could be heard of or from the tmvetler* 
until the return ship bruiight Icltcis in (he autumn. 

Mr. Parker's letter, which was written on Sep- 
tember 14, 1S94, is interesting u^ ^viiig the Irestme^ 
of imprisons made on one who had never sailfd 
tn Arctic seas before. 

•* We made a good passage, a possible average 
€f five knots an hour. August 6 gave us an intro* 
duetion to the ice in tlie shape of wme imnioiae 
bcrg«. A just description of them is btryi^ud mev 
Ihty fUl one with admiration by diy. but at night 
t?)i^ir presence creates fear. We met a pack ot 
kr m Davi* Strait, When in latitude 65* N. we 
came to an immeuM: field of it. A skilful na^ngalor 
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is required in Uie&e high latitude^ lor the ke is 
very unccrUin stxid tTt-achtroiis m the summer 
season- To mc sailing among the ice is very vx- 
CLlmg, und adda that Icding ul dk^niCy which arises 
Irom a sense of danger. How ahali I de^ribe 
to you the loud report o( the ice whtD breaking up ? 
I cnll it th;it of Arctic urtillery. Tlie snowKdad 
heights of the distant bnd, vrhcn bathed in the 
U^it of an evening sunset, were a fiigbt moat lovolyj 
and in their ever-var3dng iti;tdes of colour defy 
description. 

"On Saturday. August t3. we sighted and wcl- 
comfd the gigantic old rock:*; of Ca^H^ Merry. Aa 
seen frora o0 the sea tlie bjid here is high, bold and 
nigged, with much of tJie tron-maT look about 
Ht while the totul aUcnce of trees, vo ctsciitial to 
our English eyes, strikes one painfully. Still these 
have a beauty ail tlieir own at duydawn and sunset, 
besides the glory oE their prim-icval rug^^rdnett, 

"We dropped anchor otT Bhtckl«id Idand on 
August 2t. Hikimo boat* were soon alongside, 
and wc !iad an early introduction to tJie Arctic 
aristocracy^ The island, as its nnme indicates, 
c^mtaios the miner^ blacklead. It ib a sm^, 
bigfa. barren rock. It Lt a two hours' walk round 
it OQ the frown fesu Its vegetation is very meagre, 
1 ctn find DO shrub six inches high i there i« 'i little 
gras», man, Ikhenn. and the berry-beating beatb 
{Andromtda tetragona^*^ 





«o THE UFE OF E. ]. PECK 

Mr. Peck abo writ^ abtmt his first impreaadona 
ol lii* iww home. After talking of the voy^^ 
gTDrrally, and of his ministrations to the cxffw of 
eigbl haxids. h« gQ«s oa : " Speaking of the o^ture 
of the country ne^r Cumb<^rlancl Sound, it has a. 
dixidwliy forbtddiiig ^tiid dt^iuLitc aspect, auid tb« 
rugged mountain tops rise hundreds of feet above 
the level ci tlie ftea ;iiid are still in nvwy 
places covered with a white mantle of wncfw. On 
landing we had the pleasure o£ fiudiDg in the abel- 
tered spot* some signs of vegy.*iable llfei. Tbefte, 
however, were chiefly oE the n^ttire of grasses ; 
not a tree or a ahrab could t>e found/' 

First impressions were confirmed by after esc- 
perience, for a little later on Mr. Peck wrote: 
" In very troth thia island is a gloomy-looking 
spot, almost absolutely nutUing to be fcco but 
rocks, and the bones o* whales which strew the 
place everywhere, Sometimtis in a poitkuLuly 
aliellered spot, one may come across a ttrft of 
coai^, stunted grass/' 

After landing the missionarica and their property, 
the At0ti mailed on Monday, August 27. for Kikkcr- 
lORp another ulialing station belonging to Mr. Noble, 
on the opposite side ol Cumberland Sound. To 
avoid delay, howevw, and possibly to retain hi^r 
ballast, she did not discharge the coaJ beJonging 
to Mr. Peck, amounting to fifteen tons. The 
arrangement was that »he sliould return to Bbck- 
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lead TsUnd a little Inler, deliver the coal and pick 
up her crwn stores and cargo for the return voyage. 

She came back in three weeks* lime on September 
20, but in a sorry condition. During a heavy gale 
she had struck a huge piec« of iix.and it was only 
with the greatest diEficulty that slie was kept 
afloat long enough to reach Blacklead Jsl.ind. 

The first thmg now to be done was to lighten 
the vessel in every powible way, and Friday jthc zist, 
wasa busy day with everyone, Eskimos, missionaiics, 
and ve^'s crew unloading the Alert of all that 
could be taken out of her. The (Utecn tons of coaJ, 
among other things, were aafeJy landed and slorrd, 
nnd with a burst of very natural gratitude, Mr. 
Peck writes in his dlaiy. under that date: 

"To God be the praise for Hia exceeding kind- 
ness to usward in this matter t Wh^t a mercy Out wc 
were not left without fuel in this miserable region I " 

On September 22 they were aljle to get the AM 
round to a place on the mainland, called Niat-nlik. 
In a few days she relumed titt«d as far as vtas 
;M«iible for the voyage to Scotland, In this in- 
icrval Mr Peck writes: "We have now to spend 
some lime writing our home letters,as if is more than 
pnjbablc that we sliall have no otiiet opportunity 
for two yc^m, *o we must make (he most of this," 
St. Paul spoke of loneliness junong tlie Iriak that 
he had to undergo. What word* can de»cribe 
the «)lttude and isolation of Blacklcad Island r 
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On Scptemberag wc find the eJ^try^ " Alert sailed 
to^y. We went on btxind, jnd bade {irewcU to 
wroyonc. M.iy Ofxi bless them u.nd pvc every 
one Hu prcsciicL' and ^ safe pas&agc- What thoughts 
crowded into one's mind aa this one last connoclmg 
Uiik witii the huRwLmd .ind dear onv% wojt i^^v^uvd 1 
But God fc near. He is true .ind fnithfiiU" 

And so when i\ie Atert had brou^t those home 
letti^i^ to thdr dcstinsition, thi^ r»icdvers imagined 
th^t the cuitain had fallen upoo that little ojnier 
of the g;rcat vineyard, and that it would not be 
lifted to reveal tlie fnjit ol tlic bbour or any deLtils 
of the Hvfs o( the solitary workers untU two years 
sbould h^kve rolled by. 

But on Octoljcr lo the unexpected happened. 
Two whaJing vc^ssels called at the stntioHi and the 
miiBioiuiic* ¥f^c cniljkJ to *cnd later letter* by 
them. By those, a^ well a.5 by those sent on the 
cnTlier date, we have a ^wA insight given u£ into 
the commencement of the work. 

It luifi been remark'^ in an eirUcr chapter that 
the languag£i of tlie Eskimos all over their wide 
ranffeof tern totVt from Beliring Straits to Greenland, 
is the same with only slight dialectic diffcrtnccs. 
Happity, on going among the people on Btaoklead 
Inland, Mr, Perk found the truth of tins. He writes 
ill his diaiy : '* Tlie people seemed perfectly ini.ijcd 
to find that I could »peik their language, for 1 found 
pnctiodly no difference in^tlic sp«edi of tlieiie 
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peoj^c ud Ihflt <A those to whom I had miwinrd 
In Whak River and Fori George. 

" 1 &hook hands wilh niaity of thrm ((or The>' 
do not rub nooea now as they did when lint the 
white man discovered them)< I «xpLaiiied why 
we had come, not a& tradera, but as teller of God's 
good ncwK. 

'"Hiis was too wonderful (or thtm to compre- 
hend, but tlie time was ioou to come when tbey 
would imdenthmd our meaning." 

On the anivdJ of the two niis&ionaric& a hut 
belonging to Mr. Noble was lent them. Il con- 
tasted of (wo rooms, cadi about ten feet vquiuc. 
One WAS used as kitchen and schoolroom, the other 
U2 bed, aitting-room, and study combined. Mr. 
Piirkcr wrote (hat their firal work was the rcpAiring, 
fitting up and ^rningement of this abode. " Our 
aim," he adds, " has boeo to make it throughout 
as bright and home-Uke as pcasiblc The newly- 
faUcD mow lies on all the sunoooding hiU»^-ftweet 
emblem of purity and of the ^-deaased soul 
thrtingh the btnod of the Lamb. So now we are 
looking for God's blcaing to rest on us » we bcyb 
this real Arctic HiHion to lliev ''other sbecp" wlio 
belong to Jesus in tliLt codd, hme hind. Brethfcn, 
pray for us, that our faith fail not " 

Tlie list of stores needed to start their houso- 
kccptng i« at lint «i^t w^mt^liAt appidling. It 
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CcnU i; 10QA. 

Wood t ton. 

FVitir [ loiL 

Su^ftT t cwL 

T«ft iSolb*. 

Pnsoffvcil Rioat. with ckdocatcd 

and preserved wgcublc^ , 800 Ibo, 

Ofttmntl 6 cwL 

Sliip's Buciul .... I too. 

J>flU f ovt. 

So&p .... 4 • 1 cwL 

Pinilin Oil ... i t barrel. 
MethylttTfld Spidts. 
Antdci ol barter, such u knivoa, plpo». (oboccc^ sclwnv, 
etc,, etc 

Some items in this list may seem to be exces&ive, 
but several ihings liavc lo be bomc m mind. Firstly, 
everything, even down to the sticks for bummg, 
had to be iniported from home. Then there was 
tbe prDbabilLty that they would be cut 0^ from 
home for two vcat^, as i1 was not thought likely 
that there would be enough produce from the 
wJiale fishefy (o justify the vessel coming from 
Sootland to fetch it oftcner than every other ycar- 
5o tliey must be provisioned for that time at lea^L 
l^ir*tly, there was always the possibility of their 
liskinio friends being actually in distre&s from time 
la time from scarcity of food. In such coaes the 
mifision^riesmust liave the nie^nsof succouring thcm- 

As vKfTi as they had taken possession of their 
hut, tlie two brethren settled down into a systemt* 
tic life. The usual routine, Mr. Peck tells us, was as 
follows: Ri^ 6.45 a.ni., li^t fires, prepare break- 
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^t ; brcftkfast 8 a.m., prayers S.30 a.m. ; study ol 
Eskimo language with Mr. Parker from 9 a^nt, 
to 10 ^m. ; visiting and prep^nng Eskimo addresses 
from 10 ajn> to qoojIh TIk^ came tire preparxtiuo 
of dinner. Dinner 1 p.m., private reading ftnd stndy 
from 2 p.m. to 3 p.m., school for children froan 
3 p.m. 10 4.15 p,mH, viiiting and cxerdse froro 
4.15 p-m. to 3.30 p.iii., tea 5.30 p.iD. i alter tea, 
prepare for evening meeting, which is at 7.30 p.m. ; 
after ttie meeting, study of Ulc language with 
Eskimos ; family prayer at 10 p.m. ; ihrn pri\*ate 
reading ^nd devotion till io>45 p.m. This ended 
the day and bed had been eamcd. 

"God blcs5c;» the days.'* Mr Peck continues, 
" 9A they roll on, and om? feels time too short to 
do all that ought to be done." 

bchool for the diiHren, it will be noticed, occu- 
pies t recognised place in the day's routine. ThU 
was one of the first things t^eo ui hand. As 
euly as September 9 thb entry 15 fotmd in Mr. 
Peck's diary : *' Visited several of the tents, and 
asked the parents if wc might have the children to 
t«ach thenL To this propovil tbry rc;idily aswnlcd. 
«nd to our dismay the little ones came in such 
numbers that we could hardly 6nd room to stow 
them all away." They prm-td to be very intelligent 
and eager to kun. and the missionaries H-ere Jiiudi 
encoumgfd. Frfqiiently noto arc found to the 
cifoctthat the children were very attentive, learning 
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thrir hymn*, rqmtinfc verxa of Scripiiire, or at- 
deH&vounng to nustrr the syllabic character. 

M fin «&r]y date fifler their amval the mt^ 
sionaries took u ceit^us of the populatioo of B];idc> 
lead W^inil- Thry innnd Ihcrr wcf** forty timta, 
and the people inhabiting them numbered 171. 
Perhnp* ihe reader will r.xdatm, Whnt a handiul 
of pci^ons to »U forth two men from hocne 
comforts to the dreary ^rronndinfis of an Arctic 
whaluig station, Surety there is wa^te of eaei^ 
and time and money here T 

Well, the fewer and more degzuded the people, 
the more is oiir admiralion compeUwl for those 
wIjo will go forth to care for Ihcm. F[?r they are 
(ar remox^d from any hopw of honour or distinction 
in this world. Anyhow, weshould bear inmind that 
Jesus Christ l>efore He came to earth was not moved 
by specious argunipnts about waste. He left count- 
less re^ms of glory to come to our poor, dark, 
fallen comer of God's great universe. Mr. Pedc, 
too. did not view lus position as wanting in im- 
portance. Hl^ exclamation about the 171 persons 
is, *' Qnite a number of precious souls for which to 
give an account to the Master! May He fiU me 
with a tnimmg zeal for their salvation ! " 

One thing the new mission stood in need of, and 
that was ^ place of meeting wliere the pf^ople could 
assemble for worship and instruction and the 
children could come together for school. This 
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tirant was snppUifO by the E^kuiios tli^n^ves. 
As early as Oclober 3, Mr. Peck wrilti in hi* dhiry : 
"Two Eskimos aie busy making the Erameof a tent, 
whidi wc hope to have ready by Sunday '* : and two 
d^ys later v/u hear of its progress, and of the gnat 
interesl which the imen arc taking in its constnic- 
tion. This tnie ta^m^de of witness lo the presence 
of God in Ctimbrrlnnd Sfiund wa* ready in titne, ajid 
wheo Sunday, October 7, *as over, we read tJial it 
had been *' a x-ery happy but ik^caring day. We viwted 
the people from Imt to tcnU ntid invited thciu to 
come to our opening mrrting, Many came, and 
they joined tieartily in the few hymns they knew. 
On the whole we have much cause to thank God- 
Hw tent is about twvaty tcet lung ^nd ten feci 
broad. Two long scctts arr placed along ihr' sides 
on which the people fiit. The women, quite by 
choice, Uke to sit together on one side. 

" It is an encouraging fact that the tent was made 
and the greater patl of the material provided by 
the Eskimos thcmadvck/' 
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DAVfiltEAK IN CUHUIIKl^Nt] SOUND 
"Ibm Bhall he no nithl Iberc" 

WHEN the tM-o whaJets, that colled unocpetlcdly 
M BUcklead T^dnd on October lo, sailed 
away to monf gt^al dimes, 1)ie wealber began to 
wax more severe; the nights bcrune lon^rr> the 
days shorter ; the ice tonned and came closer and 
clcMr round the island, and silence, as far as the 
outer world was concerned, feU upon the little 
station. •'Quis separabit" may be a good motto 
for the largest shipping company of tlie worM* but 
the qoeslion will hardly brar a satisfactory answer 
2B regards the na^igation of Arctic Bcas m the winter. 

The lung dreary winter, the darkness that ovcr- 
duidows an Arctic station, and the complete isola- 
tion in which it is cut oft, might almost be taken as 
ftymbolie of the degradation of hfe of the inhabi- 
tants* oJ the spiritual darkness of the kingdom of 
Satan, and of the power of sin to separate from the 
joys of the Sun of Righteousness. 

And as the two messengers of Light faettlcd d<ywn 

to their work in this condition of things, we can 

111 
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readily suppose that !hp words of Christ after HU 
RcGumctioD, " As my Father hath sent Me, cvem 
so msid 1 you." must have been comforting lo Ihrm. 
Whether or not they recogniiol the likene^a between 
Him, Who left His home on high for a world of dark- 
ness, and themselves, it is possible for the onloolcor 
or the reader to do so. 

In Mr. Peck's diaiy we ftnd entries concvrniag 
the weather from time (o time, which c*^rtftinly 
would not encourage Uie plcn^ure-secker to shape 
his course for Comberland Sound. In the begin- 
jiiog of November we read of sue degrees below zero, 
tlien of twenty. Again, by November 23, twenty- 
ei^ht degrcf^ below zero arc registered, and then is 
the sigiuJicAnt note : " 1 aja told that over iULy 
degrees below rero is rot uncommon here." A few 
d»y» later the &ca was (ro;?cn over near " our isUnd 
home, and we can now walk on the \cc. Thb is a 
gre&Lt tieat, 4^ the walking on our rocky ialaiid i» 
really nvMt trying." 

The darkness and tlie cold ran a race together. 
It b a constant Ihin^ to read of lamps betng required 
nearly the whole d^y. In the latitude of Blackleg 
Island (he sun is not wholly objured for the whole 
of any one day m the winter ; or perhaps it would 
be more corrert tf* *ay that on the ithortest day he 
docs just cUe above the horizon, for he may be 
obscured by bid weather. OnDecwnbcf 19: "The 
day* are very *lwrt now ; the sun was hrst seen at 
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11.25 A-ni., and set again at 12,30 p.nu" And once 
more, early in th« foUowto^ fiionth> it b: " No sun 
to-<Uy. Wc do miss ha gcoiaJ nys. But Jnos, 
the Sun of Righteotianeea^doce not leavons without 
His tool -reviving presence.** 

Mr. Peck's notes on Dfccmbcr sT* «4Mn the 
weather happened (0 be bright and dear, «er« : 
" On this the sbcrtfst day I" was able to watch the 
course of the sun ^nd take obseivatious. At no 
time of day did we aee the full orb cf the inm. The 
upper portion could be seen ^together for about 
one hour and ten minutes ; the half orb was visihie 
uboul fiUcciL niinut«», and Lhreajuaitcn for about 
Ten minutes." The weather was very coM ; the 
themionieler stood about 25° below zero, and there 
waft a strong wind. During the night the $ky was 
ablan* with the Aurora and countless bnlUantsiais* 

But cold and ice and darkness w^re not the onJy 
trials of life in that little Arctic communTty. Want 
ol provisions, owing to the failure of the h&hijig, 
had hfOMght the ^kimfls and their dopi to a con- 
dition of starvation. There is, however, a joyfol 
entry on November 3 : " A whale has b«n cau^t 
to^ay. Thank God for it. This mon&ter oi the 
deep will more than supply tlte needs of alL** 

llie tot^ length of tbU huge creature was about 
50 feet, the height was fully 15, and the breadth Of 
the tail viivt V£ feet. The thickness of blubber in 
some places measured u inches* 
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Soon the dogs and people were fea£tiiig away tc 
their lieart*s content, and the latter were quite 
elated at the prospect of having many a good me:al. 

WhAloskiiu which i$ c^Ucd muktak, is considered 
to be a dainty dish, and when the whale was caugbl 
the misaicjnahE^s looked icni'jrd witli pJe^suic to 
their first meal of thi& delicacy as likely to give them 
an aurecablc change of diet- But the result was 
not app;irc:nt]y so pleasurable as liad been antici- 
pated. The oii^y remark Mr, Peck makes about it 
is ; " Mr Parker and I had our firai meal of mukuk. 
It IK about an incEi tliick and of j. iLuk coloui, \V1ien 
l>oilcd, it is fairly p^-Ualable," 

A little later, in the middle of Nijveinber. iwvcral 
wals wrrc caught- The Flskxmoia i^rrmed to be 
always ready to share tlieir good Ihin^H witJi the^ 
£nrDpe4n friends. On November 16 the diary says : 
*' Tliey very kindly brought ua scvcmJ pieces of 
seal's meat. We cut this up in steaks and then fry 
it. As it is considered u c;ipitaj preventive of ;;carvy 
we tliink it wise to use it freely, and when well cooked 
It is certainly more digestible tbun cannod ineaL<t.'' 
Dnt though the wants of the lv:bkimfv« were thus pro- 
vided for A time, the food supply seemed to bepre- 
canous. Bad weather did lU work conlinuutly in 
bringing tlie pirople to the. verge of Gtar\'ation. 

It has been mentioned that early in the year 1^95 
Oie sun faPed them altogether. Hie date of tliat 
entry in the dioiy i% Jontary H, VVcJI, for da>% and 
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wcdca after th^t there ;ire gtoomy rqnrtfl of the 
weather* " Bluwuig aud drjfling ug^. I ccuid 
not go far In the cfn^-ing snow, but m.-inag«l to 
crawl into four Eskimo dwcULngs wLidi were clo69 
to OUT houfic, and spcAk a few words for the Saviour " 
A^atn, on January 19, it is "a wild day. So 
he&vy was the storm that wc could not gather lh« 
people together. ^ we itpent the day in study and 
communion with God." 

Not only was tliis continuously stonny weatlier 
a hindntn^c to th« t^afihing of the peopk, but time 
i;ftcr time it prevented the fishing, and caused much 
anxiety to the mi&sionariea and gre^t su^ring from 
hunger to the Eskimos. It is perhaps difficult for 
us who dwell in the Unds of reie;ular sowing And 
reaping to realise that we live in dependence upon 
the promise of God that M«d-tune and harvest 
ahould not ccj^ar. But if our lot were cast in the 
icy taods above the latitude of 65**. we should pro- 
bably put our hearta into the petition: "Give us 
this day, and day by day, oui daily bread-" 

Who is proof, under the pressure of continued 
gloom. Against despondency ^ Eli|alL was not; 
John the Baptist whs not ; Timothy was not. Thus 
we need Dot be ^uipiised, but all our syiiipatliy 
should be aw.ikcncd wha> we rc^id : " From Sunday 
the 3oth to Saturday the 26tb was a season of much 
trial and deep spiiitu^ condict. We have had nuch 
a Dumber of witd d^^ys lately that our poor people 




DAYBREAK IN CUMBERLAND SOUND M3 

(some i;o being now <m the inland) were not afaie 
to catch seals* and conaoqucBtly were in great need. 
Some of theiD* wuiiing to propitiate Uieir evil 
SpMta, commenced thdr of)n|uring practices, think- 
ing their incstntations would have the dcsiicd effect 
of chJm^D^ the wf^atJier, I spoke to them at our 
mectuig of the power iuid low of God, and exhorted 
them to Tcprrnt and him to Jcmis if they desired His 
great salvation. Tltank God. some g-^ve heed to 
the word ftpok<m ; btsi no oiu {I inugintt) except 
oursdvcv CBJi fully understand our position. Wo 
ore here in the depth ot a trying winter, in the oUdst 
o[ d at4rving and hcathim people, without human 
sympathy or support, No wonder the Prince of 
Darkness tries to sliake our fatth. No wonder at 
time4 snvtouft thoughts msh into our minds," 

Again, towards the end of January, the people 
were reduoed to straits from hanger. Tlie mis* 
sionarics trought the needs of the people before 
Cod in player, and asked Him, wliu biuu^ht ttw 
6ahes to the net of the disciples on the Sea of Gahlee, 
to give the people of BUck)»d Island sucoos Jn 
hunting. " Wc had;* Mr. Peck write*, in conse- 
quence, " tlie joy of seeing hve seals brought home.** 
But the joy wos balanced by anxiety of a fresh kind. 
" To our great sorrow and dismay vn were told that 
some of the people had beien driven out to se-i on a 
fidd of ice^ We ate praying c-^iniestly to God for 
them " But a trial of this kind was tnil the leading 
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of Cod for those who were in dAngcr They rr> 
nijUDcd on their ic£-Soe all night, and one Qf (hem 
at least, fts & rvsait, waa thus Itfd to pny to the God 
of whom the mijS£ciigbi> uf thu Gospd hiid spoken. 
Hi* pnyer was repealed: *' O God, Sflvc mc, for 
I am in great danger/' In th<! mombg tlicy noticed, 
to thrfrgrrat joy, th-it new icr h-id formrd hctwwn 
thorn and Bhcldead Isla-iid, and altiiough it actually 
bent nnd^r their weighty they Hucc<x-dE^ m ettcaplog 
from thdr pcrilom position. 

During this time of |>nvation the misaonancs 
adopted thi; plan of inviting one family to tea every 
day. ThiA abnc mu^ havr made som^ con<rider- 
able inroad upon ihrJr sIotts. and shows ihc need 
of a plentiful supply such as wikstosomo extent incn- 
ticned in detail in the last chapter " After t«," Mr 
Peck writes, " I take our lat^ En^li>J) Bible and 
explain to them th«t this is the Book which God has 
given to teacli men tlje way to heaven, A i^uitablc 
portion is then translated and explained. Before we 
pait they kneel down, and we have prayer together. 
l\>or people I they do seem so grateful, and we may 
wcDbclicvcthat their heiitts are being drawn to Jesas.** 

The Efikimos were not the only living creatures 
that suffered from hunger. Their dogs as well were 
brotLght near to starvation. This the missionaiies 
found to their cost. The dogs had not been invited 
to tea with their masters, so they Itiought it well to 
help theiust^vcs- 
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On January 33 "wc wcrc slartJed/* wrilM Mr. 
Peck, '* at about 3 a.m. by a pack of hungry dogs. 
These cit!:ttLirc!j£ h^id in^uugttl I0 cbmb u[> on the 
roof of our skin church, and to our dismay were 
tearing the tdific« to pieces. Hastily »Uppiii^ on 
our fur coats, Mr, Parker and T nwhrd out tn the 
bitter cold. Here in tht dim light wc could make 
out our position. We were literally besieged by 
do^. and tbey must in &U luve numberod over ft 
hundred. Most or them were on the roof, soino 
had ^en tbrou^^ others were devouiiug pieces d 
<<ealskin, and Altogether such h cxtnixtttd man of 
dogs — young, old, bruised and wounded — it would 
be hard to find anywhere elv. AJter a ^arp battle 
wc trunsgcd t^ put these unwelcome visitors to 
flight, and then we had tlie pletisure of contempla- 
ting the miscliicf the titarving bmtcs had done.'* 

Wc liave hcdfd fairly oEtcn of churches being 
destroyed by fire or tempest, or even by earth- 
<iuake, tnit probitbly this instance a unic|ue when 
one was devoured by do^. Some years after, when 
tht incident was told to a claM ol girU ui Scotland, 
one hssic remarked " Now that we have heard of 
a kirk brin^ eaten bjr dog»,it is aot hard to bdieve 
that a whale oould tave swallowsd Jonah." 

Happily the damage was speedily repaired, and 
the diiirch was, at least, rendered suflidently 
proof against wind Aud cold for veivkts to be lield 
there on the next Sunday. 
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Ihotj^ Uie darkest day« ol the ytJU were days oj 
tria]» thrrr wn« much c;m«e f^r lh;mkfiiln[r*K. Th^ 
people had karaed to rf^rd the missioDanes as 
fncods ; they had t^k^n in a ir^^t den! ol imtn»c> 
tion, and some at least had, as Ur as the cyv of man 
tould v^e» b^n drawn iwartr to tiod ia Climl. 

Of a party of Eskimus who Idt BladJcuii I^dand 
on Febninry 25^ Mr- P<*rk mmt^ons one. a lAVMnAn 
DaiQMl Padlo. who had heeti a regu]at :ittendant at 
the services, and could read in her own tongue 
poniona of God^s Holy Word. In her c^sti be ex- 
presses the earnest hope that slie may become a 
missionary among her tiwn people wherever her 
joumeyingi^ may take Iter. 

A tilths later, loo, we .-ir<^ told of iht- progiCM 
the children i how several citn ivad and 
correctly when <iue?iioned about the leading traths 
of Christianity. And so, ast days lengthened, h< 
was strong that the trvr spiritual light that light*- 
clh every man that cometli into the world was 
really «huung. Even though the night« were long, 
yet Arctic darkneee bad its special hope, aa an 
March to, a f^torioua nielli, when an edipie took 
place. After that phenomenon " the i^iarv shoD4 
Willi a wondrous lustre. And the northern lights 
(Auroru Borealu), which were ol every c^rtceivahle 
tJDt of the most exquisite colour), ilitird acrou the 
heavens/* Such a scene as this seems to tpeak 
pronu&es of the time when there shall be no ni^t 
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over the froi«i vnutrv of tlie Fskimo^, wlwn the 
p«aplc whg ^it in lUrkncss and the ahadowof <kath 
lAinW sfy- a great liglit, whr-n tlio4« who are hlindcd 
by siti shall have their eyes opea«d lo Iwliold Him 
who wid, '' I nm thi" Hnghl and Morning Star " } 

By the «nd of April Mr, Peck felt that Hi. I>^kcr 
had mad« ^iidi progrvaa with the Un^Luicf^ and in 
knowledge of ttic pco]:dL< that he could be left aJonc. 
Accordingly, he madr prrparations for ■ journey to 
Kikkerton, Mr. Noble's aecond wtioliog station. 
Foprthonght wa* very ne«wKiry, for many things 
were wanted to make a prolonged absence possible. 
The hit i< given by Mr. l^k i-^ 

" Prquring for joumi^y. As 1 shall have to live 
m lh« cpeti-air for tome considerable time, I have 
to provide various requisites? (l) A tent. This we 
arc having made vi cuivat, iind will be about 8 lert 
long, 6 high, and 6 brmvd, \2] Pmvisions, (j) 
Cooking appUancrs, As tlierv is no firewood to be 
found m ih^ti ]>^irts I nm taking a ^nall himp And 
vinw mrthylatrd spirit, {4I Coihing and bedduag- 
Thcse consist of a complete suit of fur and a ^ee^ 
in^-bcig, tlie uiMdc of the latter being m^c of rein- 
skin, and the outndc of ncal^n. (5) Slodge 
dog^, li:^clhcr with supplier for my Eskfaao 
ipanion." 

TIte «tait wa» made on May 4, sdthough tbcnt 
was n rtrong wind blowing from thrr north to impede 
progrcEK. Huwcvei, alLet a kiid diy'tt triivel a 
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group oi snow-hf>ii9CS bctwoo) Mmc rugged TOckM 

with .-ui oM mnn and hi* wifr, "Dirir iglo w.iu hoipt* 
table* but doI pU-a&ant for ^ lu^^tidioiis UisXe. Hio 
hciu^ WHS in a mo«t ftllhy sfalf^, blood, blubber, 
und pieces of seal's mt^t bcin^ thtown abuut id ;U1, 
dircciiona. " I made, however." the miffiionj 
vLys, *' the best ul my not ovei-coinforiat^le ;dMxle, 
and tried to make the portitm of thehotutc allotted 
to me as cleiin £ls possible," 

Experiences among the Eskimos, as was teen 
wheD we looked into thctr homct in Hiidbon*5 Bay, 
were not always pleasant ; nnd ,it a later date 
during this Kikkerton journey, Mr. fisck again 
fcmarks : — 

" I witness strange si^ts in these Eskimo dwell* 
iiig^-^in Eskimo least, for instanc?, bcin|{ by no 
means ijncommon. Imagine a seal, freiih from the 
tea, laid on the floor ol a hut. surrounded by a nuin* 
ber of hungry people an armed with knives ready 
for the fiay. The seal » cut open down the roiddle, 
Uie skin taken off, and the carcase roughly ait up ; 
picoes of the gQty flesh ^nd blubber arc tJien de- 
voured with the greatest avidity, and soon the mans 
of iiicat vanishes away," 

Simday, May 5» was spent in wortcmg among the 
people of ttiis village. There were six hou&«ja in all» 
and we are given some description ol the inbabiiants 
of <?ai;li oi tbem i 
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"Spent tlie day in work for my Saviour. Six 
Sfiow4ictiHM fonn»l otir Eskimo viUagi*. Thfi in- 
mates of the hQiiM in which I hvcd fihowed little 
duire (or inatniction. bul I tri«l to lay before thiMn 
Ciod's message ol love And mercy- In the next 
house a conjuror with his wife and family rrsidcd* 
Spoke to them about God'a love and soodne«s» Tliey 
listened with some attention to our message. The 
Dext dwelling oont^ined four inhabitants ; one, a 
yonng woman, was very encouraging. Tlie mother 
of Ihis young p*;rsQn also spoke vety ntgely, and 1 
feit really thankful ta Cod for inrliDtng their hearts 
to listen to the Gospel. In the next house I found 
a poor m^n with his wife. The former is suffering 
from a painful and incurable dbiease. I tried to 
pomt tiini to Je«u», the Fountun oE life, bicutng, 
and comfort. In the next hatritation 1 found 
another conjuror with his wife aod family, and 
fjttke to them oj the Savbur^a love. I pcuned into 
the next dwelling, where 1 (ound n rn*n with hi« wile 
who were very favoumbly disposed, and who listened 
lo our word» with evident Inlerenl. I i^thrred 
the children together during the day, and found 
them briglit, inteUigent, and most eager to Leim/' 

On May 6 Kikkerton was reached about 7 p.m , 
;ind Mr» Mutch, wtio wai stationed here, kindly 
received Mr. Peck- He had, however, no sleeping 
accommodation to offer him, so it was a case of 
living m tus tent during bis stay. 
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The visit to this station was (distinctly oioou- 
raging aud inti^irr^lijig. Tlic pf^>p)i; came tu^Uiet 
m tsirgii ntimbr.rs to btar tbf: Word of God and for 
mstnicUoD- And there was unlimited tuom in th« 
chtiTch lor all 10 gather togclh^M' who wotild. It 
ccTtSLinly vf<i% C^ttholic in Hie sense that itooe need 
bo shut out. We have looked into the iron churdi 
at Wliole River, 4iiuJ we have seen the skio aixl 
whalrhnnt church f>f Bbrrkk^d !sUnd, and we have 
read tin: fate Hut overtook il. But at Kikkt;rlaa 
we see one whicli was more commodious tlian dther 
oi thusc, clieaper to t-rect, amd pnwf agjinst attacks 
of dog^, or ftrr or e^irthquakc, Wc will h^-ar Mr, 
Peck describe hh own edifice : ** Hnvin^ no houKo 
in which th(- people could asft?mble, I requested 
some Eskimos to build a larg^ circular wall of snow* 
about 6 (<x;t hiflh, to keep out the picicing wind. 
The sejits — if such I msiy call them — were made of 
squarv blocks of saou, which were placed dew? to 
thr snwwwall. Tbiii was our Arctic churcii. Our 
service consisted of hymns and prayer, and 1 thai 
told them some simple Scriptural truths- What a 
stnmgf? n^U ttioc walls gl snow, with Dothing 
bctwrcTi us in an upward direction but the blue 
heavtii^l Truly (lie angeU of God might look 
down upon surh a ^th**ring with wondrr and joy." 

Here thai the people met on Sunday. " Many 
cunc. and we had a grand time. Services gene 
rally lasted about an h(jur. Some friends might 
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pcrtiaps be disposed to bhmc mc for rcm^uung m> 
long in the op<^n-air with only a W4l1 of snoir for 
protection ; but there is no alternative. Tlbem is 
not 2 fra^i^mcnt of wood or anythinf? eUe here 1o 
make a more suitrtblc mcctin^-placr ; bat God h^ 
not failed to strengtlicn me wonderfully to bear 
th« culd." 

But it moat be admitted thft^ rhnrdi of thiji 
kukd even lias ;t^^e disadvajita|>e. for on May 37 
It w.is snomring jail d.-iy, 

*' 1 could not, therefore* hold muvtings in the open* 
^, ftnd so vUtted from house to house. In cmc 
dwelling I h:id the pleasure oE meeting; one of the 
Efikimog who b^ Ue^rd ttic Gospel at DUcklcAd 
IsUnd during the winter. When I spoke to the 
people he warmly *«::>n<!«i my loiwrku, and spoke 
very kindly of our work-'* This is not a solitary 
in&ijuice of the effect of work pieviously done. 
For on jinother day, " 1 wiW cheeretfl by meeting 
two of the people who h^ heard mucli of Jesoi 
from one of th<^ Bladdead Island EakimoG." . . . 
'* Tbere are wonderful «ign» from lime to time of 
God's blessing and ready help, and one would be 
(aiiU'hiMrted iudeed to duubt the power and pr^ 
lence of our God/' 

The mia>sio[Laiy had t>oen taking iiis meals with 
Hr. Noblc'3 agent. But aft<-r some days Ur. P^k 
wnLu»: "Mr. Mutch left to-day, uj 1 am. in a 
measure, thrown on my own resoorocs. Had tea 
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ID tent this eveoifi^. Br^ad 14-^5 froMO qiuto hanl> 
so 1 hftd to dicp oU pieces, and altoB^ther 1 made 
bwl A poor meal/' 

But tlic next day " 1 had a more &ati«faictory 
meal than that of previoiii day, f.xperieiKc having 
tiiu^ht nic A Icswn- Tfi€ froun bread J wrapp€d in 
a iintd and took to bed urith me ilu prancus ni^ht, 
ami through tht heal gcner^tid in my fur hag i$ vms 
quiic thawed by the mprnin^^ Snow wns mcEtnd by 
one of the Eskimo and brought to oie; this was 
finally, by means of my mctJiylaccd -spirit lamp, 
hvougbt to tlic boihng point, und 1 soon had the 
fdeasurc of drinking a cnp of hot cocoa, whidi 
bevemgv. by-thi^byu. b moit sccept^u in lUe«e 
oold FCgionSt It is certainly preferable t^ Hther 
tea orcoftee. on account uf it^ sustaJnini; properties." 
Towards the end of May : '* The weather b now, 1 
nm thankful to say, getting warmer, and 1 slept 
quite coinfurlably last mght in my lent. The br^ad 
in my box is also beginning to thaa, so there is much 
to U ihankftd f»r 

Ic is inde^ well for tlifi dwcUfifS m Alttic regions 
Uiat thir kingdom of heaven is Dot meat and dhnlc. 
So the nights became ihortCT, or practically did 
not exist, for on May 2d th( sun 'w^:^ actually shining 
about ei^btevn hours out of thc^ twenty-four, and 
thcrcm;iinLngsix hours wcrr bright twilight, scarcely 
diEtin^ishable from day. But this roe&at wtak- 
nes«» of ice, and consequently tlie ueoLr impouibdity 
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of tnivdling ;u:rt]ss the scsi. So on J uiu! 6 Mr. Peck 
had to make a start od his return journey to BUck- 
lead Island. 

His account of tlic joumry i* as fcUows : " Wc 
made our way ovtr the vast ice-field which stntch» 
right across thcSoimd. We followed in many pUoes 
the track of glodgc^ which had po^'^icd o^'c^ the same 
ice. But at b^U to our di&uuy, wc stw that the ke 
h;id he«i carried away, and that Uie open water ci- 
t«iKkd ID a niore northerly direction. We were 
theffdore obligt^d to alter our counc, and ;iftcr a 
hard day*> tnivelluig we &uccved<^ ui readia)^ tlie 
edge of the ice fioc on the opposite side. Hen* we 
found two bonis, the crtws ot whidi were eaga^;ed 
in the whale fishery. The boats were «rcuTvd to 
the edge of the ice. and we were almost inclined to 
go and sleep in them for the nighL After prayerful 
consideration, however, wc thought it wiser to go 
to some Cskimos who were encamped dose to the 
land. These people received ua very kindly, and, 
with the hdp of our methylated -spirit lamp, a cup 
of tea was soon ready, and wc attacked our c^'cning 
meal with an appetite wlucb only an Arctic traveller, 
perhaps, can underatand/' 

<)n 1h^ next day " there was a ttnsn^ wind l4ow* 
ing from the north. We looked for llie boats we 
had seen the i>tir\ious day, but the ice, to which 
they had licet] fastened, hod sH disappeared. What 
a mercy we did not cairy out our intention of siay- 
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ing Id the boatu r l-'or, :ilth<iLif;h v>v should prabal^ 
hftv« hem sale cn^^ugh, what wuld Uiive become ol 
our riedi^e ^nd dogs ? As tbe wind was strong vre 
rigged up a sail, and drove ^long bebre the gale m a 
brutk raitr- Aftrr going »omc di^tAiioe, however^ 
we had to haul close to the wind and keep m ntskx 
to iht knd, as we lound th« ice weak in many places. 
Wc almost caught a seal which w;Lt Ixi^kiiig in Hw 
sun. The creature was aslcrp, And allowod iis t*> get 
nearly within gun^ot belore it awoke. When it 
nl^cd its head my Eskimo oomp-inion began yeDine 
tn a most unearthly manner, and the seal, quite sur- 
pnsed witii the noise, and looking about to act wlwit 
was the matter, almost forgot his own means of 
safely. Hyu-ever» he %Upptd into hbi hole in the 
kr jtist as the dogs wrn- on top of him, 

**We did not reach Blackleod Uls^nd bciow two 
ajn. on Saltirday mornings I whs siirpriscd to sec 
nuuiy peo]>l*; out and about, and they ^^vv uie a 
wann welcome. Right glad 1 was tn meet my 
Jnend and brother, Mr. Parker, and to hear good 
accounts of his wdfair and work.** 

And 6o this tour and ^joum oi a month't dura* 
tion came to an end. and there is a plcaHng retro- 
spect : '* 1 Uiink ol my stay at Kikki:!itup witIi 
stings of gralitude to God. Mnny have hr-nr^l the 
Gobpelt a few can read, and eevoral have reading 
stieeta in tiand which Ihr^y have promised to Leam 
dunng my absence," The gruat difficulty in deal- 
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jng with F^ktmiw, as with td\ pe^plr, i% to overcome 
the first obstacle, and convince the people that they 
are &uuners who at&nd in ncod of a Saviour. 

"Often when t &pcak of man's ]oHt< Udica state 
to the Eskimos they make rcmnurk^ which show thai 
they— if any people under heaveii — auglii not to 
be placed in the list of sinners- Some Temark, whm 
1 mention the v^ioiu sins to which they an; addicted^ 
' But 1 do not steal,* ' I do not commit addtory/ 
etc., etc, Olbeia, a^aia — not, 1 must confess, with* 
out just caust— refer to the sins of white men who 
have vifiitod them from time to time, and Uiey 
natundly reason that )f they are specimens of the 
religion wc have oomc to teach the Eskimos might 
)u*it as weU remain as they are." 

Happy it Ls for the mis^ionjuy to reflect that all 
things arc possible with Uod, and that it is not hia 
work to convince of sin, bul the work of the Holy 
Ghost whom Clirist sendK mio the world tliiouj;h 
(he medium of His willing messengers. 



CHAPTER XIII 

rLOUGHlNG AM> SOWtKC 

" Most ^6ly tbtrtion will I rather 
Kkvy bi my InAnniticB that (he power oi 
Chriti mfty r<9l upan mc. llureforc 1 tak« 
pICMuro in inflrmltkca* in rcprcMcho, !□ 
necrxtiri«>, in {ivrwroutloriM, in <ttttri MC I> 
fair Chrisi's VLko." ^ 

AX th^ «nd of June, 1895, if was doddod that 
Mr. Pdrker should st.irt with some Eskimos 
who were going to visit 3 whaling station near FrfK 
bisher Bay, ajjd on July 2, Mr, Peck accompanicrd 
bim to the Imat to say farewelL Wc arr rcmiodcd 
of 3 sc;t-shore scene pa-iitted in the Acts cf the 
ApoGtles when wp read : "We had prayer together 
by thr bc-dch. I fed lonely hen now, witli not 00c 
mil to speak to in my own tongue. But Jcaias is 
near, and why should I repine while Hut promises 
arc true and faitlihil/* 

Mr Parker did not return until August 27, 
One result of this journey wa* to *how that the 
movements of Eskimos seenncd to bving many dis- 
tant pUces near to one &nother>and Mr Peck was 

brought almost into touch with bis former distrid^ 

tm 
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For the truvcUcr had met E»kimoft who had joni- 
ncycd from the northern and wcsttm shorca of 
HiubojiV Straits, aiid " we may wrll beheve ihal Uw 
Oospd of God's gmct; and lostt will won «prrAd 
o^-cr t}iR»c Arctic wa^ntes, and tlut God's name will 
be glorified nmongst the Eskimos/' 

'ilttrt L4 «oi:i^tbin|; pathetic in words which n^ord 
some of the smaller trials of life in Cumberland 
Sotindi aod as we read them we have to reuieTiiber 
that after all life U madi^ up generally of apparently 
petty details of daily loutine^ *' The weather is 
now (in the middle of July) very warm, and the 
scanty ve(p=LalJon b begiuoin^ tu Wk green. I 
have planted some mustard and cress, together 
with other vegetable ^eeds, in two boxea. I man- 
;iged with d:fEicul1y to f^t ftome Knl, which I worked 
up as line a» possible, i hope tlicsc efforts may be 
successful, one does miss a few fresh vegetables/' 

In due time a small liarvc^t was reaped, for on 
August 11: "I had the plexMire o! citing ftome 
musUrd and cress ; the other Hjods I planted are 
coining on. but slowly." 

On August JO, thcrvwiutKittitexcitemeiil, "While 
having dinner, some of Ihr pcopir rushed into our 
Little house* and cried out, ' Oomeokjuak I oomeak- 
juak V CA ship t a thip I ']. / coutd hardly €rtM 
th$ ncwx /or joy. Went out, and saw a vessel bent^ 
ing up for our isJand home. She )iad evidently 
been driven to lecwaid of the uJund during the 
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fttortny weather we have hnd lately, and wa* now 
(iLS Kailors ^y) beating to windwiuct. But, :tlas f 
whm ^hr w>t4 almost dosr to us a thtrk fog vritlrd 
ever everythifie. and the wind begiin to blow with 
ipeaf hiry. Wc knew the veuel cooM not m<-ikr 
ttu- l^nd, so wr rrtnm(>d tQ our wliUr>- ilwrlLing 
wd ccmmitted the shij> snd her crrw to Cod's care, 
amd then fdt quit« ut reirt." 

Thr n^xi two days the wcathe^r continued vr-ry 
foggy and stonny and nothing could be seen of th*' 
ship. However, on the 23nl the fog cleared away 
and '* WG had the joy of seeing her ag~^. but toma 
considerable distance 1o leftward of the isUnd, 

*'T1w vessel, which on •tpjnoaching wc found Co 
be Mt- NoHe's brig, the Alert, succeeded in reaching 
her anchorage in the evening* I immediately weot 
(Hi bupird, -lud, of coiine, our fint ia<]mrLr» were con- 
cerning Iwed ones iai jiway. My heart overflowed 
witJi tlriink fulness lo God when I lead theii lettet». 
Mow gnvit His mercy in having krpt my dt^r wile, 
and our four little children* in health and strvngtb, 
for it i* now over thirtei--n month?* ^inee. ! heard a 
word »bout them. Truly our God it a covenant* 
kee])ing God, who will fully keep thnt vhuh am 
commit to His inat. Qthfcr letlen, both frorn the 
Society and dear friends, arc fnll of comfort, and 
ooe feels more than repaid by such tokens of lo%'c 
and iympiithy for leaving all to come to Ihi** desolate 
place/* 
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Beyond the joy of receiving letters from home, 
ihff miiuiouarica lind the i^lea^ure of uupuckiuK tlicir 
AiHiiiul supplier, Amonf^ th^m v/em n latf^ mitnhcr 
of tuwdjg and a quantity of fOAp, Alluding to 
thwe, Mr IVck remarks: "Won't our Eskimos be 
clean by ^nd by" And in a private letter htj 
writes: " 1 am trying to tench the children to be 
d^an. At first they came to ra«* with bair ;i literal! 
mat of filth and grease, so that it wa5 difficult to 
tell which W3« hair and which wa» dirty grea^. 
Tlicir ikins were thickly coated with cakes of dirt. 
With the towt:!^ and soap qcw iieDt ua. ^ind which I 
have served oul to thr rhildren, wi- ;4re givinj^ 4n 
incentive to cleanliQe^ by ofEering tliirteen priicA, 
at the next Chn&tmas f^tiv;^ for the tinifomUy 
cleanest children .** 

Towiirdv the end of SeptembfT the Al/tt left again 
for Scotland ;iiid wiiiter once more began to encircle 
Blacklead Island, A time of ipiriluAl ^varf;l^e 
followed, concerning whicJi 5omc intcresling f1etnr1« 
are given, Perb-ip* it may have itmek sujiie 
m^crs thut, a« b uji tc4cfaiug by tlic missioDaries 
and the reerptifin of their te^tching hy the E^mo« 
were conoenieil ttiero had, up to this time, been a 
rrmarkable absence of conflict. Well, we mu»t 
expect that this state of things cannot go on for 
ever. Even in eartlJy things mnovation^, bovrcva 
good, inr%'itably *ttr »tp opposition. How much 
morv must tbe mc»enger of Christ expect to 
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be opposed whm h^ wkn to rarry Christ right into 
tlifi eneniy'B gttongholcL Indeed, probably no 
miutoodiry ought to be satisfied witli hu woik until 
be sees Satan fi^liting for his own. 

And so wc Arc not ^irpri«rd th;ikt the couTM ol 
the Gospel did not run aliogcthei smoothly dmon^ 
the Eskimos when ihe ooniuron bcgjtn to lind out. 
like the sHviinmiths of Ephcsua in fonncr days, th&l 
their cnUl wji in djjiger. 

In the early days oi October. Mr. Parker had bcm 
allending a ^ck man, but he did not improve ito 
rapidly tu he had hoped he would, Thi^ then was 
an opportunity for Uiose who h.id been ousted. 
The tgnonnt sJdc man ia aeldom aatU^ed vrilh nny- 
tliing short of a nurade ; he caimot bc.ir to wait 
fur tlir iiow development of nicdicAl science?. So 
one of thf^ conjuron wa& aJlowed to come in and 
pr.LCti»e his art ttifough onr night. These prectioeft 
have br*n more or less deseribed elsewhere^ so notb< 
ing need hcji: be laid in dct^tiL. Mr Feck deter- 
mined to speak to the pr^splc about this matter 
when they v^ould conte tO({elber for instruction. 
At llic evening mrvting, however, but few were 
|irrwciil when tbt instruction comin^ucnl. " I 
w^\ thm^fore," he said» " liajf Inclined to leave 
tlie matter tor wlut 1 tliougitt would be a mon 
favourable opportunity'. But 1 w;ta moved by a 
strong inward impulse to speak from the Pint Cooh 
mdndment, and {nst a^ I commenced, who should 
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cnlcTOUTineetiii^biit the vprycoojurotwliolkaj prac- 
tised hut danonhrr an. After ! hurl f^anc on «ame 
lime he inlcmiptod mc by saying that we were both 
conjurore, or. In other words, that there was no 
diiTcnmce betwoeii my pnuiditng the Gospel und 
his heathen inointAtions. I was led. ihercforo, 
to speak to hiai very plainly and to point out. ui [lo 
unkind npifit, I Jiopc, th<^ nv;l difference bctwi^.n 
our objects. All the people present hsten»i with 
the greatest attention, and I felt sure that God by 
Hia Holy SpiiU was spesLldng to thmi." 

A^in, Inter in the «amr month, the weather was 
very atormy, and liurtttng was oonw^nently a fatli:re, 
Th^ hcathrn M^ktmo^, then, hr-idr*! I>y thnir eon- 
juTore, organized a series of heathen a1x>mlna(ions 
10 connectiou witJi their wonhip of Scdiu (or S^-nna, 
HI the name socidi to be pronoimcnd in Cumliedand 
Sovtnd). Tb(«e ceremonies svere to propiluite the 
^oddesa 9D That expeditions for |i:ame might become 
poxnble and (uccesiiul. An hasi been mcntionc^d in 
a former chapter, som^ of their practices in this 
woralilp are 0/ a terriUy inmiorai nature. So tlie 
mlsitonariea stt their iaoes tgainit tluim iind opposed 
them an in their power. Thi* incrn*ed many of 
ihe people very greatly, and, as Mr, Peck expresses 
It. " thinned out our aony*growtd hearen," Many 
stood fimr under this trial. *' but in others I was 
tadly deo^wed. I cannot, however, but rejoice iq 
God. Satan bevtdGnUy stimng up his agents, and 

16 
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tliit is in itxeli 3t Kign o( life. Aji^un wc ste the real 
state of people's hc.^Tt^ ond shoU be abk to deal 
with them, I tiuat, vrilh more wi^oin. Last, bat 
nol leut, thfi peo]>1e are rfalixing that to follow 
Christ inroiu more than ft mere asMot to the truths 
they hear." And yet once more, a lew days later, 
concerning the tMoc matter we are told i ** Some 
of the heathen appear utterly &<thamcd of their vite 
ways, ajut will not, tlierefoie, come to our mcctiEigS. 
Indeed we have had r^uiie a thinning out of Utc. 
I am waiting patiently ^nd »kiug God for special 
guidanee." 

Therv was yet another lotitTumenl which Satan 
used during this season, one which is always power- 
ful, especially wiili barbarous peoples, i,e,. drink. 
One of the Europeiint was gieatly to blame for 
having supplied it to the Eskimos. He, however^ 
promised Mr. EVck to be more careful in the future. 

The winter set in with unusual severity. The 
journals speak continually o4 "storms ra^ng/^ of 
"a week of stormy weather." of gales, of heavy 
snow and such like, 

From SuDday, November lo, to Sunday the iTth, 
it was *' a fearfnl week, wind blowing and snow 
drifting. Tho people are in want, and ^uritmdly, 
there h.ive bp^n some discouraging events, On 
No^'c^^be^ 19, we had our house banked up with 
snow. A wall of some five beet thick and ten feet 
high was built all round. This was the work of 
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some twenty Eskimos who cut out and hauled 
several lar^e sledge loads of frozen blocks of mow." 
And thi^ protection wa^ nrrangrd not before it was 
wanted, Coi thtj next d;iy u wry lii^avy goW was 
blowing, indetd the h^avieit " we h^vt experienct^d 
Moce landing here. One of our fires could not be 
kept aligbt m we were nearly <iu0ocated with sulphur 
and smoke. So wc tpcni n miseraible d^y. How 
we should have fared I hardly know if wc hod not 
b«n l<-d uio*l jjiuvideoliaily to eucirde our house 
with whnt provrd to bc^ n rcrJ iheltcr, A mow 
waU, five feel thick, keeps out not a little wind." 

Christmas approached, but it did not come upon 
the Bdisatooary Station without preparation. Work- 
ing parties of one sort or another are the correct 
thing in every ttvU-ordcrcd pimsh. It is tnic Ihcy 
are generally »et on fool and mana^fed by ladift. 
But the f-irt that no btlies were pr«cnt at Black- 
lead Jsland was not ^ing to deter so ortliodox and 
«ncrgrtic a pastor as Mr. Pedc. He had organised 
Ills workmR party some time before. Il wjs really 
a knitting class- Hr found some Eskimo women 
who ha<l been taught to knit years ago by a whaler's 
wife. These were appoEnird as instnietor*. Wool 
and needles had been ^-nt out by kind frieruU in 
England. The class h;id bc«n regularly attended 
by thirteen vrumen and Ihirtetu giils. Tlie result 
was a very nvipectablr ont-tnm of artirW, number^ 
tog 4a woollen capSk iij paira of mitteaft. ^tod ^5 
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paiis of glovi:s, and alJ these ttuDgE wvrc to be 
ftS Cbristm^is presents for the Eskimos. 

So CluUttnua Ihty cuint:, the day iA dll the year 
for rejoiring, trmprrrH hy fiomfr sad And ^enui 
iL^oUections. '' The dear ones it home were vciy 
mtiiih m our llioiight^, on our hr4rt^ und m our 
prayers. How Dcar, and yet how fu they ftccm to 
u& at thU b:LUowcd teason. 

"A Lirge number of £»kinio friends guthcicd to-j 
gcthrr to-day, SeveiaJ brought prf^ients of thli 
wliidi they liud kiiitttK] and deaircxi me to take 
Ihrm for my own it«r, ^nd thUJ^ br Abl« to show 
thou to the kind friends who bad sent the vrooL, 

" 1 was very pleuKd to see mch a kind, thoughtful 
spirit among them, and the prcj^cDts were An utter 
surprise, as I had no idea they had betn makioB 
tlits^ flpeciat artide?i for our use. 

**Aftet friendly greetings wc cntcitAUicd the 
donors of the gift^ with coffee and caVf, and T 
pointed out to Itiem tl^e tiue ivasuu why we ^luuld 
re}oicc or thb day. Poor soiah ! ont^ docs «o long 
to see them lake a firm hold of Jesu&, 2S a living, 
personal Savbur/* 

^Thur^day^ 3O/A.— Docidcd to giv« tltc m^inied 
people a treat to-day. Each family was supplied 
witli flour ;jjid gitfu^e, wliicb they cooked hi tlKir 
own dwellings over Ihcir bmps in pans, or in other 
ways. 

'* In the evening wc had a naagic Tantem lecloR 





A o»up or wvano ciau>ku% orntiih iit%>tc»i. 
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for arfdts in our little churchn Th^ plao^ wu 
crammed to suffcnraOon, 3nd the malodours ansing 
from the grea!^y clothing, and the filtliy fyrr^ons of 
such a congTc^tion. baflie^ all <Lc!Scription, Hoi«r- 
evcTj we got along very niocly. Mr, Parker » a 
splendid mantpulalor of the [anteni, ;uid I gave a 
(ew words explanatory of the passing slldf^, which 
depicted scenes in our Lord's Life on earth ; and, as 
ever when the magic lantern is shown, the people 
weul iiway lull of a deep df^Iighl/" 

*' Friday, zjth. — Children's day. Tried to mfike 
the little ones happy. Gave them a feast at 5 
p.m. This consisted of pltim pudding;* cake, tea 
and coffuu> Oh 1 how those little d<^an^ did eat I 
Oh ! what capacious stomachs thfse Eskimos have V 
Bui, at l;i3( they had to * cease firing/ and then I 
adviftrd them to carry off the fragments that re- 
mained for their mothers and fathers ; a hint, by 
the way, which they were not slow to take advan- 
tage of . 

"At 7 p.m. came the great event of the 
season — distribution of the prixci and a dhfi^ay of a 
Christmas tree. This latter, raadr by Mr, Parker, 
was a great success. Wth the hoops of a flour 
barrel, tastefully decorated with coloured paper, 
vtc, and arnmgrd ingcniouidy on 2, |}ol«, whldi was 

i]a»hcd top and bottom, he contrived a very pretty 
Affair. Tlie gifts were in nice little bags (the begs 
also the work of Mr. Ehttkei** mgrmoui lingers) arid 
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hung oo th^ hoops, around which lightvKi cmdles 
were distributed in the most orthodox Chrisi 
fashion, and with the further aid of vaiious littli 
ornaments, our trw. when lit up, looked quhe a 
grand jJfiiir. 

"Mr. HaU (Mr. Nobk's agent here) took the 
chair at 7 p.m.. the plac« being crowtled, ior 
every one was anxious to see so novel a flight. 

" Aftrr «inipng and prayer, the distnhutioR of 
prices took place. These wtrc, ibst, lor some of the 
most rental attendants Mid best behaivcd at school, 
and S£€ondt for the most clcnnly. 

" Fourteen pn/es were givtn to ibe most teguhir 
attendants ; one gJH named Roopmwak, had not 
missed a diy; another n;im£d RopvidlJak, had only 
misaod one day ; while a third named RUlukvuk, had 
only missed two. Fourteen nho won prices lor 
cleanliness, and I had a Angular pleasure in handing 
these to tlie recipients, as one does :ippredate cleanli- 
ness amonfi a people of this naturally filthy typ*. 

" After the prizes had been distributed, the tree 
was stripped and each member of our tiny floek wa» 
pre£cnted witli s^mic nice article. 

" After a closing h>-mn had been sung, and prayer 
oflered, we separated, thanking God for tlie happy 
lime fie had given n% ; and for the mstenaJs 
supplied, which are also His ^fts. and i^ced at 
our disposal for Kis glory/" 

Hiere is very much for encouragemrni in this 
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ftCCouDl of Iht gTtai fMtal season ol the Chmtun 
year, and even lowing for Mnne being attracted to 
thr MUsion from false motives, there is a solid 
foundation of Christianity and an indication of 
progress. 11 h then very saddeiung to find 2 note 
of thv worst kind oE discouni^m^jnt soon after, 
discouragement such as has hfcn experienced too 
often, and with which every missionary in pro- 
bably more or less familiar. 

" I felt constrained to speak to a white man 
who is here as to tlie immor^ity of hb life. He 
listened, but got no further. How much one longs 
to «c hini, aod others here, ou the Loid's side. It 
secTQS almost u hopeless task to do any rral good 
amongst this people while out fellow whites exhibit 
such a terrible example, and thus wield so awfuJ an 
influence on the »ide of Salaii. 

" However, we are not here lo fight God's bAttl^s 
in our own strength, neitli^r shall we prevail by any 
so-eahed wi«dom or mi^ht of our own. The Lord 
Himself is fighting for us, and we know thJit He 
will be victor in the end. So we go on patictitly, 
and. ! tniat, cheerfully witlj our wuilc/' 

We ittm able to wad between the Itnci of Mr, 
Peck's notes. We picture ft man who comes 
lo these inhospitable re^^oiu for money making, for 
his own ^ggnndiscment ;md ultim^ite cast. In- 
Buenced by no high motive, but pure1yselfi«h in his 
aims, he makes the nattve Eskimos minister to bn 
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tvtry vice- CtrclLng lower and lower in Uie iDdul- 
gcnce oi his pas&ions, he becomes a centre from 
which radiate hellish forces. He len<U himseli to 
the devil as a Satanic agent. 

Wlut a contca^t Id ttus is pa-'sentcd m the picture 
of thc! Christlikc life of patient endurance of the 
messengers of tho Gospel. Like the Master thty 
came nut to be iniiiistcFcd unto but to minister, 
and to live not only among but for the people to 
whom Ihcy arc scntn Soon alter the occorrence 
above mentioned, tx>th Ur. Peck and Mr, Parker 
Tindi-Ttock a tonr on the ice in the neighbourhood 
of Kikkerton, to work Among tiic Eskimoe of tbat 
station and any others they might find- It h int- 
pobsible for us at honie fully to giasp wbat th««e 
miaaionary Irip3 mean, Tlie c?oM re^stercd was 
often from 30* to 40'' bdow aero. When oight 
cajnc no hut of any kind would be found 10 wdcome 
them. The frozen sea was their flooring. Tliey 
would pile up blocks of fro^rt snow and spread their 
canvas over the open top and thus &hat out the 
dements as best they could. " When the shelter was 
completed our spirit-lamp was lit, our kettlt 
filled with snow, and patiently we waited till the 
water boded. Parker made some cocoa, and in the 
midst of a vapour, which hoz^ as soon <w it reached 
our canvas roof, wc drank with avidity the wurm 
and icfrohmR bt-vcriK*:. 

*' Ailct shutting up the tiny hole, which »« lud 
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used for A door, with st block of snow, w^ maxui^^ 
by the light of a tMndle lo wriggle into our keeping 
ba^ and thn^ to vnirt? ^ fronsid4*rab1t- rumher 
of shiveiy little doies lluDugh the uigbtj ia spile 
of til* exoeaaivc ccdd." 

But when wc reaul details of this kind wc slioiik! 
have aug^tod lo us boI merely a contrast bclwcon 
tlu; ucaiM^ugei' of tlie Gospel 4nd tbt gcxlit-»:» ti^idcfr. 
We .should also in rdatian to our own Mvt^ coa^df-T 
the meaning of >uch sacrifice as this. If wc .irc 
true in the contcmplalion of our own lives, wc ahal! 
dbicovei tliat tlw viut majority of Xhoic thinic« 
which wf h.ivf been acaistomcd to regard as necr*- 
flary to u^ were at lit^t moxe luxunes, Lind by du^rees 
they have infidiouAly wormed themselves into our 
lives iw 08 to ^ccm IndispensaUe. Every thing will 
acquire a new aspect md will begin to cry, "ilow 
much ow<^t tlioLi unto thy Lord ? " 

Qui tables loaded with ft variety ol costly foods, 
of delicacies to tempt a pampered taste^ of choice 
wme», will cry out agaiiut lu, " How much owcst 
tbou?" 

Oui curtained walls, our easy chairs^ our deep 
carpeted floors w31 take up the cry and cc^ back 
the words, " How much owc*t thou ? " 

Our soft warm beds and downy pillows^ so different 
from ;in Arctic coudi of fto£<;n %now and ice, will 
cause our dnsm palaces to resound with the cry, 
" How much owesl thou ? " 
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To retrtm Id Ihat Kil:krr1on joum^. Af*ftr 
some time it was decided that Mr. Porker (hoold 
retuni to Bkck!»d Island, while Mr. Peck rftmaiccd 
to xninbier To Ihe E^kiiDOS around him. Hv x}\r.n 
look up hn trmpor^ry abode in an Eskimo village. 
Flia own prn gtvcs a description whkh b worth 
TfcordhiK aa Rtvinf; n vivid picture of hi* surround* 
ings and his life. 

" A skHch of my prcsmt forroimdings etc., may 
be of interest, cEpcciaily as, by ^o^Eaphkal com- 
putation, I BID now situated idmost on the Arctic 

'*ItCTn mf. i* the Eskimo villAgft. Thw cnnmls 
of fourteen sno^'house^t. These are built amon^t 
hiifii^ boaldm of ice, a.nd look like Urge bee-hive 
shapEx) piles of snow. This peculiar little * town*' 
the inhabitants of which number in all bfty-fivc 
snils, is situated on the frozen sea, some foni miles 
from tbe mainland. 

"T^e coast here is nigged in Ihe eiclrcmc, and 
the mountain pcakx rt»c coveted witli a deep whito 
mantle of snow, sharply silhouetted against the 
clear blue ftky. 

"The whole picture is one of utt^r desolation, 
Ihougli not devoid of a certain bold and rugged 
grandeur, which fills the soul with a solemn and 
wondrous sense oE awe* as one Tvmembrn tliat all 
this 13 ' the work of His hands.* 

" My snow-hotel is inhabite<l 1^ three person* 
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besidf^ myseli. My host, who is, or rather has been, 
a noted conjuror ; hts wife. 3 young penon remaik- 
ably cleanly in htr p^non for an Eskimo ; and (he 
third pei^on is a IjUJc foster son, »bout ^ yeat« ol 
a^ a nice, hearty little fallow. 

"They are all vfry kind to me. And as I do not 
notice thdr not over-inviting hal»1s, we get on 
famously together." 

" Thursday, Aprii 2. — Very tnisy teaching and 
visiting all day. A vtrikinK illtistnition of C^'s 
power to answer pmycr wns given lo-day. The 
Esldmo in wbo^e house I an) living asked me quite 
spontaneously m pniy with hSm, and lo ask God to 
1^ him succ^'^s in bis hunting. For some tinw 
pa?it he had not oinght a seal, and was therefore 
^orl of oil for his lampfi. God answered the praytTr 
for the man brought back with him with great joy in 
the evening two se^ih— just the number ve atkcd /cr^*^ 

" Friday, %fd, — Pniycd again with oar friend ; 
and he relumed this time with litru scal&" 

Mr. Peck continued hiH ministrations at this 
lime under great difficulty for he vayii " My old 
throat trouble is very bad. But the Lord stands 
by me, and strengtiiens me, giving me to realisa 
that my reasons of weaknem arc His timeji of power 
and blessing/* 

Sonur sirtiple extracts from the joumftl will best 
dose the choptcr. 

**S^Hrtiay, iiU,— Started this morning to vntt 
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another Lund cf lukimos living somiwha^ on the 
k» floe. After a drive of wmc hours over v«ry 
humnic^cky ice, 1 IouikI our fricitdv- They reocivtsd 
me with rrmch jriy, put my kettle ovpr their oiJ 
6t«?v^. fiH«l it with sncw-vpdter. which Ihey had 
pnrviouily made lor their own use, and indeml tbcy 
were altogether mc»t kind tmd hospitable. 

" Having mndr a kettle of eoflee, I invited ihestt 
to have a cup wltJi me, and a right jolly party wc 
were as vfc. eagerly dex'oured icotni> hnrd hiii^iit tind 
wanned our chilly frames with th« coficc. 

" Towards evening it came on to blow and drift 
furiously. One vf tlic men who has been gone 
early morning to catch seals has not relumed, and 
with thi^ g^e abroad tlie people arc somewhat 
anxious rc^rding him- 

" During the night the ^torni increased, ^nd our 
Uttle dwelling seemed almost to rock with the vio- 
lence ol the wind. Fortunately the aiow-hou«e ifl 
sitoatcd on the lee side of a large boulder of loe 
some eight or ten feel higli, aail tliis acts as a break 
to the wind- What would become of us should 
the ice — the froren sea on which we are encamped-^ 
break up. I hardly know. For the season is advanc- 
ing, and there can hardly be mote tlian three feet d 
ice between us and the sc.t bene^tth, a thought which 
does not add to one's couifort when trying to ^eep 
m the cowhouse, four naieR frftm the land and with 
a g^n oi wind raging wiUiout/' 



* 
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*^ Smndmy^ i2th. — Slorni mixlctatcd^ amd the 
mmlng man arrived ahani ti-n fl,in, BnHi dog«, 
^edge ;ind ilriv^r wi^rc litcruilly covered wttli drivca 
snow. He told u» IhAt he had quite lost himself in 
Uie hioim. aiid wa» obliged to leiiiaiii in Uitr snow- 
drift dining tlu! wlidt? of th:tt bittrr night. 

'* Had a profiuWc d,iy with Uie people. Taught 
ihnm several times, and caught the Lord's preftoice 
for my own conifarl und support. 

'* Tuesday, i^h-Tk-^rons to lAstc a new phAse 
ol Eskimo life, aud to be one mih the peofde wboto 1 
seek to win, 1 started vdth one of Iht- R^knon wlia 
wu going yotag 8tsd catching, 

" Our oooveya«« was a snial! slMije. drawn l>y 
four dog«. 

"After niching the adnal hunting ground, the 
dog» were continually drivi^n m a windiAjrd direc- 
tion. If they wyntcd a (cni-hok, they meed itway 
for it at full &pecd, for thoy know as wcU as their 
owner*— sometiows even better — how to 6nd the 
game 

" When thf dog* rtrri\'c nt a wjil-hou«ie, which m a 

t cavity m>'kde in the snow on top of the ioe, the driver 
i«ip*i off tht^ ^led^e, and then, aa Mvtftly as po«ible. 
brvakK tJituugh the crust vf snow which forms tht- 
roof of the >xiiing wyvl"^ rrtidenoir. Should the 
young seal be liuidi.', he U aooa hauled out with a 
hook attached to the end of a »tout stick and it 
r 
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" But dicsG little cir&turcs are very wary, and Are 
by oo nie^ns e^a&ily c^uijtit, Evoi oo the cUy of 
thdr birth they are able, if obmicd — nxid their hear- 
ing is remarkably acute — to s\ip down into tike sea 
below ; this acutcncss €f hearing makes it exceed- 
ingly difhcuJt to get near thai UwciUn^ without 
bfring hcard- 

'^Tlie mother seal, also, uses every precatttion 
lor the safety of her h^by ; and should ^he heir ttny 
now on the top of the snow, as she wtll probably be 
In tlie vicinity of tJie little dwelling, if not actually 
inside sucklinj^ her little one, will take hold oi }wT 
baby with her teeth, o* a c-it will cany her kittCTi, 
and ijJunge down thiougti the escape hole into tho 
sea, She then svims to ^mother hole-, for die has 
ses-eral others in the neigUbourhood, constfucttxl 
as means of retreat in times of danger. 

" Young seals that are captured are generally 
those which the mother has left for a short linw 
while she b diving in search of food ; or a^ain, otherB] 
Dwy be captured when the crust of snow 
soft by mild weather or the mid-day rtys of the 
sun, and Iht^ iiuntfr i* ubk then to remove the ?oiow 
loof of the house noiselessly and quickly. 

"Tlie Eskimos use the skins of the young seals 
for tlieir inside coatit and trouitei^, and the fle^ is 
ccnsidered a delicacy. 

"As regards the trip on which I went, nottdnfj 
cube of it; we were quite un*ucce»fui. SevenJ 
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Kol'houscs were broken open, but the cry of my 
compaiuun w-xa invariably the same — 'Aklcuigmut! 
Akkangmut 1 i^, * He (fhc soil) has gone down, he 

" Thursday, 2^rd.— A fcarftUdayJ Heavy siorro. 
Could not hatve the prople tof^thcr, bat maiufccd 
to crand into ^vcml of their abodes ajid spoke to 
the Inmateft conc^muxs tii^i^ »ouli. 

** But this visiting in hid wcatlie-r b no joke. To 
enter the snow-house one li^s to fttrugg^e through 
a tnass of growling, anaxUng dogs, who generally 
congiugate in Ihr outer p^tssage or |>orch whicJi 
lead^ into the main building. On getting in^de I 
-4m genoaJly covered with fenow, which llie Eskimos 
kindly ttd vigorously try tr> knock off with tl^t kind 
cf sticks whidi they keep for lliis purpose. After 
a good ' lamboftiinK/ and m^riy effortu on my own 
part to shake off the xtuss of sticky soow, I xliaku 
hand« with them, and have a fn^ndly diat lor n 
minute, before pitmghig into tlw matter of (he 
Inching. 

" As the knowLedge and intelligeoce oC die people 
varies very much, one hast to be careful to uae the 
Tight matter for their Vitriou* noods, never, of course, 
togetting to put Jf^us Christ bKore them as the 
Savbur of saimera, the One who cau tn the fullest 
Knie of tht word save thtm from the guilt :Lnd power 
of sio. 

" Z generally stay about twenty miout^i in each 
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house, and tbeo, after m hearty shake 
round, T oonnnwDce my «3dt, once nkotc cm 
oa laocb and knees, »nd am bcaitily glad wben 
haw iiffiiD safely pasvd through the growling 
^nd hav-<; rvudird tht* outer worid.'* 

On Mondjty, May 4, Mr Prrk left the Kikk^rl 
Dcighbourhuod. ScrvrraJ vl tlie people bcoughl him 
A parting gift ni youn^ seal ddns bdotit he starlMl^ 
"Hitui as th« ^edge movtd ov«r tbc frozen waste. 
be writes, " I heard some of the Ihtle band I 
left behind ringing hynuis. Wliat a joyltil 90U 
to licai in this Irofen land T 

" Otir dog^H numbi^big fourteen 01 all, puU< 
away with a will, and we tpt^Uy last si^t of 
fthitkin and itn inliabitanis. Two men acco 
owon tlii^ occision, whioJi i« umisu^il. seeing that 
onttUy help with the sledge on oU my joumeyi 
thuM VKviag tlie use of a second m;in." 

There » a toneh of dn^lciy about this aAnir thitl 
makes it worth reconSiog. All tbc Able-bodi^ 
men were at this time in the bo&ts employed in thi 
whale Ashing l>v Mt. Mutch, Mr. Noble's ;>g<^t. 
consequently there had l>ren ft dilTiailly in finding 
A wildly situnti inatt to drive and ^uide the bJedgi?. 
Thr man who ownrd thr larger number o( the dog^ 
wus almost blind, he therefore nocdc'd another man 
with good sight to point out the way. The only 
other iTt;in available at Ihe station was lame in 009 
leg. it was nrceuary Ihetefore for the fwo men t^ 
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accompany Uie sledge, (or the bine man could not 
drive, and the blind man could not guide, but be- 
twesi them both they maoaged to do the work of 
one sound man. 

After txavdling about thirty-five miles, they met 
a pcirty of Eslcimo* Uvini; near some islands, and 
Mr. Peck essayed a visit to the " chief rtsidcnge.*' 

" Bnt." he writes, " the smell inside was » awful 
that I was compelled to beat a hasty retreat, and 
fixing my tittle eaavas tent, was glad to make tho 
beiit oE oul-d^r quarters rather than attempt to 
pa.^s a night in such an infemo as that which I h^d 
begun to enter." 

Tuesday the joumey waa omtinued. and a^n 
on Wednesday, Jn spite of the bet that It was snow- 
ing hravtiy throughout the ^rc;ttcT part ol the day. 

"Arrived at Blacklead Island about icn p.m.," 
writeft Hr. Peck, "and was most wannty received 
by the peoplr, and was thankful to meet again my 
felloiA--labouicr and loved friend, Mr, Parker, who, 
1 was delighted to find, was well and hearty. Thank 
God lor His upholding and sustaining grace shows 
90 freely to us both." 
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A COKM O? WKUT 

NOT A great 6ta} hu bttn said about Mr. Pufar 
in then pap^ ^^ roiuon, of coune, b tlut 
a youEkg mBOOiivy cannot, m the aaturr ol thin^ 
at fim figtin in the active wwk of the Mmon m 
pTomiiKntly u hb elder cbtlcagoe who tias had 
many yean of expcnence. Ru lime la aece«arily 
taken up with Icinui^ the hnfaace, the habits, 
aad vnyc <A tbs peopla to «1»o he is sent. 

Mr Parker, liowever, had raaide very rapid ad- 
v-uio!. On Mr. Pedc's return from Ktkkc^rtou he 
tdls us that his companion is Uirly i>roficKQt in the 
hnguage, aad » aUe to take ilvc meetings and 
injttnict the people. 

He had previously won Ua way to the hearts ol 
the Etkimo* throu^ hU medicdJ skill aad sympa* 
tfaetic manoci. They called him " Lukta,** wbicli 
vn% Uirtr cormplion of our wfwil Doctor. But 
mofe than this, as he w^ somewhat short in stature, 
they had b«towed upon him a diminutive of afle^ 
tion, " tuktakuluk," which b" the kind Uttle 
doctor." The native childrto had also become very 
much attached 1o Idm. 

Altogether, he sf^cmed to be t>ecomm( now daily 
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morp uBefn] to his conE?a^c and mon: noccrssary lo 
the MLB&ion. But God ^es differently from nutn, 
and His ways an; not oiir w^ys. It was quite 
iiDpca^ible to foresee the blow that was about to (alL 

Everything was looking bright* the dark and cold 
of winter w*ic things of the pEist, " We spend as 
much time as possible in the open air and enjoy the 
sun'5 geniai rays. Grasses and other unaU plants 
in sheltered nooks are looking beautiful in thdr 
summer garb. How I do admire them, and thank 
Cod for giving us these tokens of His bounty and 
goodness/' Tlie night was is> bright a$ the d&y, 
and sometimes even tlie heat would be excessive. 
The longest d^iy came and went ; every day was 
busy. Mr. Parker wa.* working eAp*T-inlly hard 
upon an Eskimo dictionary. In the begiiuiing of 
August an opportunity for a lioUdsy and recreation 
was oflcred him. Mr. HiU« Mr. Noble's diief 
agent, made arrangements to go to a river some 
twenty miles away in order to catch sabnon. It 
w;is proposed that Mr. P&rker should join the 
fi&bing paity and really enjoy =i holiday expedition* 

Mr Peek cordially endorsed the proposal. "As 
my dear biothei reully needst a change and rest, I 
quite agrre with him thnt ihe trip will be (D.V,) 
beneficial, and I gladly oflcr to feraain and tiold the 
poftt while he is away." 

On Sunday c\-eiting, August ^ Mr. Parks' addressod 
t very attentive gathcnog, i^nd the foDowing day 
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** Oa TMdv. A^^ n. «« na Mdy. ud aftar 

iftfw. 1k« poftm of Gof » md iar te aixMC 

«M take nii, fcmi voie 51 to the end d Ae 
chapter^ Tbe bit vcnr i> tke aolcnB obc wfakb 
hen •«««» b> h«v« & pecoliskr >d>pt;iHo(i, " Brbold. 
yoDT faoBM ■ lelt ODlD joa dnokte: md ^mky I 
ny onCo jroo, Te tfuB boI «e ne aati Ibe line 
cone wfaeo ye itttll ny. Bland ia be that cometh 
to the fuov of tht Lord." 

TIm boat wu nady, um) "I woUoot to see Mr. 
l^uktt turt. There wu e frob bfeett Uowiag. 
but DOthtnf to djmt uudet)'. After a beany shake 
<A the hand, ftnd vntching the bott oat ct tight of 
ihe ttUod, I rrtun^ to oar UtUe home. Tbe 
peMifr of Schpture which came that d^y m my 
ordlouy oonNcatire study h^ppcDcd to be the 
aoth chapter of the Acts of Hie Afoitk^ wltich 
^Koki 10 touchingly of Paul'* forewdl to the Elden 
of th« Ephetian Church. ^^*hPe reading tht» portiofi 
I waa idmoet overcome with a stnmg^, overpowering 
enotloQ which I caiinf>t dcv^hbc, but which par- 
took of tho nature of a hallowod but awfully solemn 
end tfti<lCT wti*e of love to tiw Lord Jeius, ;Lnd of 
ftraui^y drawu-oul oHection for Mr. Porker/' 
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On Wednesday the wrAthcr became cold And 
windy, but on Thtmday it calmrd down flgainjAmJ 
'* 1 went to see Mr. SlierJduu, Mr. Noble's agmt, 
who ranaincd nt thn pmt. He hod intended to 
go with tlic others on tli? «dmon-fishiiig c^cpcdition, 
but be chon^d hia mind at the hst momrnC. as 
he was fe^LiaR unwell. Tlitre were conwqucntly 
seven men in the. boat inntend of eight, viz., Captain 
Qiaby, Mi. Parker. Mr. Hall, and four Eskimos. 
Tbc object of my v^aU to Mr Sheridan was to arrange 
for a trip to-morrow to n plaoc call^l Noujakhalik, 
some three miles from here, 

*'T1iti peo^ile were uudoui to ^et some shell (lah 
which arc found in the fvmd nt low water nt Non- 
jakhalik, and ! was felting the need of one da/s 
rfiange, 

'* On Friday, August 14, the weather wu very 
fine, and we got together a crew of Eskiinos and 
made a s^lart- We rsLclied our deattnation. and 
had bpen ashore about three honn when an R^imo, 
who had been to the north in his kayak huntins* 
came to iL-i with ttie awliil news of bin havinf; found 
it bgat with <i dead body in^dc ; he also stated jnmi 
positively that the boat was the vefy one in which 
our frinida bod sailed on the Tuesday. 

" I wa* utterly overcome with the horror of (he 
new^, and could only kacci down and try to ca«t tbf 
awftd burden upon the Lord. 

" Gathering the people together, wc pulled some 
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iiiil«s ta a northeriy direclion, and there vw Cound 
ttifr Ol-fatod boatn Ttcti bofiom up as wt expected to 
had hrr, but quite apriglU and ^dniuttt full of water, 
with ft <]eAd body, face riownw^rd*. ncro^ the 
tbwarU. Tlw body was that of Captain Clisby. 

" As the weather wak ralm, and the boat did not 
qvpcAT much dama^, 1 got one or i%^ o( the men 
to hdp mc bale her out. After some time spent 
in hafd baling we got the water under, aiid in^uiaf^ed 
to plu^ up some o£ the hoW in her irith o^kuni. 
Then talking her in tow, we succeeded m readiing 
Blacklcad IsUiid laic in the evening, 

"Our arrival cau9ed, as may well be ioiAgined, 
great coiutemation ajid grief. Tlie reUti\<e« of some 
of the men were on the iskndj and then aQ the 
pcof4e knew what a fiiead they bad io«t in Mr, 
Parker 

"Captain Sheridaiit a Capt^tin Maraliall, and 
m>'5c]f carried the body of Captain Clisby up to 
Mr. Noble s store. 

" Here, nn examining the body, and from tho 
;Dark5 and wounds discovered, together with Uie 
position in which we fonnd the dccf^sfld, we are 
Jed to bfer ibat after the boat left Blacklcad Island 
(the wind waa quite fair whtn she started) the boat's 
booiD'end^ tJ^iuugh the motion of the craft* waji 
roUcd under the water^ and while the boat was 
tbns held down the sea rushed inio her. 

** In this emefgcncy Captain Chsby, knowing 
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that the only way of ^vtng his comp^inioiu was to 
get the bo;it upright^ bmvcJv rushed forward, cut 
the halyards of the ^il and the rigging qd one side 
ol the mast. He then evidently iiuiiagc<l lo get 
to the other side of the boat, ojid was cng^^f^ed tn 
clearing aw^y the remainEng stays which hHd the 
ma&t when the bo^it must have suddenly ti(;hted 
heraelf, the most toppled over, tore awAy the socket 
in which its hcd was held, caught Captain Qisby 
[on what would then be the lee side of the bodt), 
and there the bruvc, dc\'olrd fellow must hare been 
hrld, pinned down as in a vice by the weight and 
pn-3sure of the raait, ctc^ and sc perished, paitly, 
we think, by the tnjuric* he hnd rtMUvcd, and partly 
by the cold seas which must have washed coatiuually 
ov«r hiin. 

"Ihc others, as wo sarmtse, mu^t ha\T held on 
to the boat as long ;ls possible, but wexe finally 
overcAine with the cold and washed off. 

" Ob, the utter sadness of the awful catastrophe t 
What can one do in this tryioR !iour ? Our rdnge 
is in God ! Wc know Hii^ love never fniJsl ^Vliat 
He docth we know not now, but we shall know 
hereafter.'' 

On Angntt 15 " I consulted Captain Shrrridan. 
and it was dedded that he should take the few 
men now en the uland, and look Jor any further 
ngns of wreckage. Wc also thou^t (althou^ the 
chances are sli^it indeed] that some of t2ie party 
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mii^ht possibly 'iuve reached one of Ibe fisLuids 
&bout here. 

" As CapUta Shertdun luxnra all the laud there- 
Abcmt, It was AirangM thAt be should take the 
icarch puty, and th&t 1, with tlw help of oa Eskimo, 
should ouk« a oofl^ for tb« retnatos of ouf friend, 
OptuD Qisby. 

*' Oiptain Sheridan rctiuncd in the cvGQmg with 
tlie sad mtelligence that not a vesUge of anything 
or any onr hnd hctn seen." 

'* Sunday^ ibth. — the remains of Captain Citsby 
wtn laid to rest. Nearly ail Qic people attMided 
the funcraL Two boats were manned, and the 
coffin being placed in the siem-sheets of one. we 
then proceeded to an island some fmir or five miles 
frcrni here. This island has been used as a burial 
plact for many years for men wha ha^^e died in the 
country. J counted some twenty-five ^fravM, 
se%-cml of which contained the iv^mains of men who 
had died on board the whaling s1iip». 

" Some of the graves had boardii erected owr 
them, giving the name, age, elc.» of the deceased. 
One I particularly noticed gave the names of three 
poor fellows who had died of scurvy. Another 
board gave the motimful record of two men who 
bad peruijed in a snow-storm. Altog<;tljer it waa 
a sad and touching sight to sec ^11 the«e tokens of 
loving remembrance in tliis burreu and Itriely spot, 
It was a acenrr which thrilled one's soul with a 
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Mfemn &m5e of the nearness of God ^ud of the grtat 

"After the Eskimos had cleared away ^uflkleot 
sand and seme large stones, the body w.vt lowered 
into the grave, 1 then called them together, and. 
standing dose about the open pave, we all san^, 
'Sale in the arms of Jesus.* 

" The Burial Service was n^^d in English (Ciptahi 
Sheridan being present), I then nr^ul ^ purtion of 
the sanie service in Eskimo, ;and afterwards spoke 
to the people of the need of our bdng ever rcndy — 
througli faith in Jeius — to meet our God. 

"Poor people! They seemed deeply touched. 
May the Locd «peak to them and to ua all throti^i 
tills pressing sorrow ! 

"After n-tuining to Blackleid Island a boat's 
crew of Eskimos arrive*!. They had picked up a 
few articles t>rJ^ii{;in{; Lu Uic Lx)at, but nothmg had 
b<*n %ern of any of the. bodice 

** Captain Sheridan is ending ofl another ^arch 
party OA soon (is poftslble, thou^i witall feel that there 
is little hope of tinding citticr of our friends alive^ 
for the cufTcnl where we l>elieve the boat waj 
swamped is so rapid, hnd tlit: water $0 cold, owiny 
to the immenae quantities of looae icr about, which 
has rcEnaiited with us this samaur, that no one could 
possibly have fiurvived." 

" Monday^ iTiA.—Wind too strong to despatch 
the March boat, as intended. 1 feel the loss oi my 
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brolhei Parker fnt<-n±«ly. He wu » strong and 
reliant a cximpanton, eo useful with the people, so 
ever willing to tJc anything. How koiely the Littk 
dwdling looks and fecb now 1 How eveiythhig I 
look upon and toncb i«iaind» mc oi him who u now 
al nst with hb Lord. I flee unto Jesos in this 
tr^ring, lonely hour I Thou loving Lo*d Jcsus^how 
Steadfast Thou art I To whom should I, to whom 
cooid 1. go but to Thee I" 

"' TuMday, the 18M.— Gimbed the rodcs that I 
might be ^ilonc with God. Had ft veison of very 
special prayer for support and guidance. Lofd, 
let Thy will be made dear. Yea, Tliou wilt mako 
it dear. Thou has never tailed me )*et, and why 
sliould 1 doubt Thf!e now ? 

" Search party started lo-day. Tbcy arc to go 
alcng the coast and islands and rttum in a week's 
time" 

" Saturday, 22nd. — The Aitrt arrived to-day. 
AU on boaxd wciv much distressed to hear of the 
death of our friends. The arrival of Mr, Sampson> 
whom the Sodety ha^ &ent to re-infor ce, and make 
ll possible for me to go home and we the translated 
Goq>d6 IhrDU^h the prcsE, greatly diecrod my beait 
and strengthened ray faith in God. and gave me the 
asBumnce that God wished this wcfk prosecuted, 
Ub has heard the petitions of our many praying 
Mends, and has guided the committee to their 
dfidsion. 
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" I gave Mr. Snmpwn a IiciWty »L-kwnt, Jiid U« 
firat thing wc did cm reaching our little hotwt: wrw 
to commend ourselves, tJie work, and the people to 
our covennni -keeping God. Surdy Me wiU keep 
that which wo commit to His trust 

"Liters from loved on« and friends were all 
mragbg, ^ there b mucfa to tJonk God for. I 
naturally rnnch <-x«Ttsod in mind, now that 
Ueaf Parker lij.3 been snmraoned home to his Lord» 
to know what the wiU oE God b regarding myadf at 
this chttotl time. 

*' One fact the Lord seems clearly to have im- 
pressed on my mind, vijt,, that He does not will my 
going further North in whaling ves&eU tuJii year, 
which 1 had hoped to do. 

'' li [ go home thi» year, I have a lUon^ dniie to 
ftt^rn to Mr. Sampan next season. But before 
deciding aiiytltitig I muvt kuirw irtuie ol my dear 
brother, and ascrttain if nrT^ingrinrntH can he made 
with Mr. Noble's agent heie, thai. If necessary, Mr, 
Samp&on can li\-e with him, before ew-n I can con* 
template leaving him even for the winter. 

" Of course, I dare not forget the great rc^mi- 
bility connected with my dear wiie'9 licalth, and 
what might r««u1t from a tmtfacf heavy mental 
strain, especially considering die terrible nature of 
the complaint from which »he prcvioudy »n9ered. 
Our God will surely guide me I 1 afik Him for an 
absolutely ungle eye for His gk>ry. 1 as k for wis- 
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<I>om. aod wc hxve the 



Uuit if 



promiM Uuit ti we conun 
<wr works (ways) lo the Lord, cor ihemgkts shaU be 
OTfaM Oi rf - 'Id «a thy w»ys acknowMge Him. 
and He shaU direct thy j>aih3/*' 

For the next three or fotu wcelut (Air nussioDvy 
was oft^ii Alonr^ in prayer for the very special guid- 
uce he Deeded, while at the same ttmo he bud lonfc 
consul taliona over the position with hb new col- 
ica^c, Mi. Sampson. 

The people had taken tft Mr Sampson, and bis 
nu^ioil know!cdf;e gave him at rewly «cceM among 
thrtn. Thm, too, he showed a mftrfced tingotsdc 
capability, aiid be^an to study the bngufl^ with 
much diJigenoe. 

Mr Sheridan r^adlty agreed to board and lodnJ 
the new young mLv>icjna.iy ti neccnaiy« ^id to bj^l 
him m every way possible, if Mr, Peck fin^iy de- 
cided to go home. 

The Alerif wbirh would be the only known 
mians of return to England, was, however, much 
hhidered by suocMftivc galfca, and it waa evident 
tlut »hc would be unsualiy late in ftarttng on her 
return vo3'age. 

Then, whilt* i»till waiting upon God ior guidance, 
the Divine hand was shown td our MLuiorury fn a 
r^maikablc manner. 

Atwut 9 a.m, on Thursday, September 17, (here 
were sounds of excitement outside Ih'f iitllc )iousc> 
and news was brought that a sttamff was close to 
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tfai Uuid, dfld iha.t already some of her people had 
c«nw tahore. 

The steamer proved to be Ihfi Hofic^ with 
Lieutenant Feary and his Arctic exploriii^ party 00 
board. When the leader of the expedition Icaraed 
thepositioo of aHain, he verv kindly offered Mr. Peck 
a passage in the flo^, which was bound for Sydney 
Hjubour* Nova Scotia. 

From thence the tmvcllcT would be able cttstly 
to get to HalUmc or some other large port. %od from 
there could ?ihip }yy liner ior home. 

After renewed prayer, careful consideration, and 
A final consultation with Mr, Sampson, Mr. FVck 
d<?ddcd to take Lieutenant Pcary'a oSiar and 
rtlnm home, three special conaider^tioiu weigliing 
with him in ;il] bin delibcfrations over the matter: 
First, the absolute and pressing need for the Gospels 
to be seen through the pms> that the people mi^lt 
have the Word ol God in tlieir hands ; te^ond, the 
condition of Mn. Pcck'is health ; and, Mwd, the 
critical condition of hU own throat, which, if not 
treated, threatened to stop all his work by actually 
rendering him onablc to live in the Und. 

It was on Thur^ay that the H^t arrived off 
Blacklead Island, and on the same afternoon she 
iteamcd into Nanyaktalik harbour. 

Od the Friday. Mr. Pock, havingnowdecidcdtogo 
home, went to Nanyaktalik to see Lieutenant Peary 
and the conuiiandeT od the H<fpi, Capt^iin BarlLett. 
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The Hop^ wu jist starting lor BUddead h 
snd Ur. Peck returned in her, budiDg at 6 \_ 

Prom that moment until midnight be wa£ 1 
pftckin^ <tnd rntcrlaijiing tbc nnmeroos callers. 

After a few hours' rest, rising again at 4 ajn., hm 
had to go on board the Hope. u5 she wa» to start 
euly tlaut monung. The two rvKxntly united col- 
Icn^rncs commended each other to God ftod stArled 
CoE the ddp. 

A touching and interesting farcweO then took place. 
TTic arrowing Eskimos, fearmg that they would 
s<!e the l^ce of their bdov-cd t^^acher no more, 
crowded on board for a sad f^ood-bye. Some ol Uie 
old women produced kaives, and requested Mr. 
Peck to cut thf^lr f!Mh deeply, v) that ihey might 
aJwayv h^vc a scar to look at and remind them of 
him. It is only fair, however, to ^y that they did 
Dot mean or expect tlieir fritrnd to t^e them at their 
word- It w^% TOPTply a form of expre:ttbig their 
love and sorrow, and an indication of tlic wound 
that the sqKu^tion would cause in their hearta. 

It is nee^«ss to say that Mr. I'eck wa* dccj^ 
touched by these tokens of affection, and ftill of 
madness as well as bright hope, he walcbed his i&laod 
disappear as the steamer fargixl rthe-^d. 

We do not know that Mr, Peck ever had any naL 
intention of saying a final farewell at this time to 
his Eskimo friends at Blacklcad Islimd. We do 
not think he seriously contemplated such a tt^. 
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though perhaps a sentence m his diary might lead 
lo mch a supposition. But whether he did so or 
Dot, the death of his colleague put il quite out o( 
the question. Ue reoo^ruxe* this when, in speaking 
of his luture rcluni> he remarks, '* the path of duty 
is the path of safety" He saw his path of duty 
plainly marked out for him ; he heard the voioe of 
God teiUiig hiiQ that bis sojourn in England would 
be brief, no matter how the ties ol relationship and 
eartlily afiection migbt seem to bind liim to tlie 
old country. 




CHAPTER XV 

BEARING &VRDSN3 

We Itm vhftt <» oiuvdvo* we q)»d« 
We U«v« aa inann witboal end 
WbAtevtf, LonL to Thtc ve lend. 
Who givtti ftIL*' 

WE need not follow )lr. Peck in hiiwork dunog 
Ute months he was permitted to spend in 
En^Und. The chief thing that concerns thtt wcord 
of his missionary- cifc^rts h th^t bu liad bmught 
boiue ia nifuiusciipl the four go^nb ia tlic Eakiiiio 
lang:iug«!, Thc-sc were printed by tbc Bible Society, 
and when he rotiimcU to Bhicktcud Id^nd in the 
somnier of iSg? he was able to place these invaluable 
aid« to hi« work in tlte binds of Ute people and teadi 
theiD to read them for thcmsdve^L 

The AUri sailed onc« mor? early in July. The 
voya^ waft a pnrliailarly bad one. Even on old 
sailor like Mr. Peck was troubled with liea-uckncss 
for days together, and the n^cr of hb joamals 
mdiood to think tbut thcce w^ a con^identl 
tittount of danger for the brave hitle ,^ip that izi 
the Arctic seas. At last, however, on Soodaya 
August 22, Blacklead l5}and was si|^hted» aod th«' 
oe^dayMr. Peckwasable to land. A very wurm 
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gnetlng and welcjine awaited hun from Mr, C G. 
Sftmpson, whose coming;, a^ i^cordcd tn the kutc 
chapter, bad enabled the sfnlgr musionaxy to ^ 
liom*? the year Wore. 

The report Mr. Sampson was able to give oi the 
work of the past year was most cncoumgtng^ and 
hb himself had made such progress in the language 
that he bad been ahlt^ to o^nduct meetings and teach 
tlie people regularly. 

When Mr. Peck and Mr, Parker fint went to 
Blacklead Island, a two-r\>0Tned hut, as was inen- 
tiontd in a prrvimi.^ chapter, had been assigned 
them as a dwelling- place. Now a more commodknift 
dwrlling had been brovi^t out, and the first work 
was to find a site (or it and fit it together. To 
find a site among the rough rocks was no easy task, 
and the <:Tcction of the building in the absence of 
all skilled labour occupied the two missionancs 
many da}*s. aided as they were by Eskimos only. 

They were at this time working daily, in various 
wa^-s, seventeen hours out of twcaity-foor — a fairly 
high presstire. 

But when their nice new building was ready It 
was devoted to another purpote. It had be^n 
Mr. Peck's intention to move £nlo the new abode 
and Iben adapt the okl house Uk Chnrdi purposo, 
Bnt there were so many EiidauM at thb time oo 
the i&land Uiat '' we have decided to me tlie btuldin^ 
which was intended for our dweOii^-bouie lor a 
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rhnrdi, and btrr on^ wh«i wv can ^.t the house 
which we are dqw living cnkigcd and pmperiy 
fitted np^ we %hiU bt able {D.V.) to go to oar more 
cocnfortabtc and capacious quartcn; Ccctvioly I 
caonot aay that I look forward (speftkiog of one^ 
own bodily coinforl) witli any fediogs of plesunic 
to spf-ndin^ iinolhrr «>a«on in a brtlrtxim (for two) 
not tea Ct^et ^iiate. There b ncatbei room for 
privacy nor cmnmdn doc^ncy in such a place. 
But these facts must Dot weigh ogaiiut ttic spcritoal 
good and comfort of the E^moa. ADd Mr. 
Sampson and I will, throu^-h God's ^rjce, be able 
to live at least for one winter in our limited quartenik" 

Wlien we read on extmct of ihis kind in any 
inan's diaiy, perhaps we undcrbiAud why the houaa 
oocupies so prominent a poatioo in the prohibitioQ 
of the Ten til Coimnaiidraenl- 

The opening services in this buildinff thuft freely 
given up wert; most eocouragmg, Mr. Nobls's 
agent and the crew of the AUri were invited. In 
the morning more than a hundtcd Eckiunt were 
pn?scnt. In the evT!ning about the same number 
IfAthcred together and oU tJie white men as wcU. 
" Tt was Tndeed a happy time, mndcsoby the pee- 
soiceandblessingofGod.andby the fact that seven I 
of the Eskimoshcld in th^ir hand« And read with me 
a portion of our Saviour's precious words from the 
gMpels wliicli had bwn pilnted b^- Uie Bible Society." 

And 50 in settling down to their winter wodc 
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there a«^£med to be a bright prospect t>Gforc the 
mission a ries. 

But once more the devil showed thfin that he 
did not intend them to have things aU thdr own 
way, and by tiU opposition he fia^e ihem the satia- 
faction of knowing ttiat be considered their wovk ;i 
serious invasion of his own dominions. 

DtSkulties ojofic, chiefly tnna an unuiswUly 
Ktormy seaaon setting in and the conseqaent scarcity 
of provisions. Time :itterlimeweruadof a" ttj'ing 
week/* and that the people on the island were 
"ahnost Blarving" bcciusv they were unuble to 
catch any seals; or again it is *' no whales «cn, 
and the outlook is anything t)ut pleasant" 

The t;fFt?ct of this continued hod state of thingi 
was two-fold- Fust, numbers of the Eskimos 
" moved by the powers of d«rkncu, comniifnced 
their heathen practices again/^ The coojmx>rs 
met together and started their incaulatioriv on 
behalf of 5ne weather. 

This was on a Saturday, and they kept np their 
ceremonies during tht foUowing Sunday, nuking 
the ifcland " moie Uke a p^uuJcmonium than a place 
where Christ's Gospel had been preached-" But 
even ttiis was a crisis not witliout its encouia^g 
tide. For the; missionairic^ determined that Satan 
ibouJd not have it all his own way, summoned the 
people to morning and evening services, and tbair 
IwarU were rejoiced to lind that many Who had held 
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•looC from tfack heathen aeighbours. and had not 
bowred the kn« to Baal, rfftpond^d to the odL 
Then again a scoiad result wos that the men had 
to be away so much oi tiieir time, Sundays included, 
seeking for their bare means of subsistence, bunting 
seals, that they bod but few opportunities of moetiog 
together for instruction. H they did return at 
night they wejr too wcAry and tirod for anything 
but to take such food :^ was available and turn in 
for a night's reskt. We Jmd Irequent laments in 
Mr. Pack's diaries that Sunday wils not better 
observed by those who had attached thenudves 
to Christian teaching, but in the face at dire nece^ty 
he found it quite impoEsibEc to forbid the men 
gomg. It certainly wa^ a ca^ of codeavouzing to 
pull the ox or the ass out of the pit on the Sabbath 
day, and the action of the huntcis would oomc under 
the sanction of our Lord ;*' To do good OD the Sabbath 
day is lawful/' 

But there i$ at leait one note of thankfulness 
in this connection. On one occasion " the weather 
«a& nice and bright, and -tome of ttie men refrained 
from hunting go as to join us at our mcctin^p 
Thank God for this token of His help and t^casins,** 

Great perils had ut titnc^ tu be faced iu hunting, 
as wc have wen in previous chapters. And genenaDy 
k might be said that the greater the scarcity, the 
greater Ihc dartger. For natnmUy the men in their 
need would go funher afield and brave all kinds 
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of diflicutt poMtinnR ior thr sAke of itupplying tht 
wauts of theuuidves and their families. 

One account is given of a parly of Eskimos who 
arrived at BI^Lckle;td Island in a atosi famixUed 
condilion. Their safierings had been very great. 
They hod tiavtUed ioliiud, b^iure wmtet hud set 
in, for nearly a month and succeeded in reaching » 
lake called Au^maknilL Hore th&y found a coD- 
Mtmhic number of reindeer. After a time they 
rttxaocd tbdr «tq» to a pLicc £ocnc Utile distuice 
from the coast where they had left their boat. 
On Uie fctum journey they saw no rcbdccf, jind 
onJy succeeded in keeping themselves alive by the 
greatest economy in using the limited supply of 
doer** meat they h^ *jn hand. Un reachniA the 
coast they found the ice had formed there, but 
it was not strong enough to beai the weight of 
the boat, so that they were imable to convey it at 
once to the open «ca. It took them ten days to 
overcome the innumerable diificultiea and laundi 
theix boat. During this tune they were compelled 
to eat their dog^ At last* in a sorry plight, they 
^^ inv&agcd to reach Bladciaad UUod. 
^H At another time Mr. Peck records, ** I saw two 
^1 men on a |>iec« of icc whidi they used as a kind of 

I boat, and on wtiich they made their way to a large 

I body of ice near the uJaud. it ia by no means 

I unusual for them— m the event of a scaI being shot 

I in the open water — to break oil with tbeir harpoons 
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a laxigr fkt pitct <4 ice Irocn Ibe num tloe, ainl on 
this they mskc Ihdr way to tbc seal, often naiiig 
the butt ends of thdr^uDS for paddle*. Aa miglit 
be expected terrible aoddcnts aometimcA occar 
ttvoogli these dAngerouc exploits. Sevenl mco 
have beat carried out to flca by the forco ol the 
wind 3iid havr iln}% N-eo kdt." 

The d^y following this lost entry tn the diary 
there oocur^ anottier ; " A few Esldioos arrived 
to-day fmm the rvorth. They brou^t sad newi. 
No lesft than iour of the band who kft here tc» go 
to the i fin de er eountry have been starved or 
to death."* 

Hunger tt-as not the only sufferinu that (oUow 
the faiiurc of scalSt CoH also was a rcnilt. " A 
line day, but only one «e4 caught Some of tlie 
peorple keep b bed nil day, ju they have no ofl to 
wtam their sncyw dwellings. "* 

One*3 synipalhy is called forth by these records, 
and one fcel> a ^reat vorrow for Ltioes: wtio eke out 
suchaprerarionspxistmocasthatof thrw^irr-dwrller^. 
At (lie ^ame time, however, it U pebble that the 
inhabitants have brotighl on thenuelve* to aotne 
extent the triaU which Ihcy haw to suffer. For 
in a time of plenty Mr, Peck mentions in his diary 
that " the people scetn to Iia\-G got what «v might 
almost call the ^eal fwer. Morning, noon and ni^t 
tbey seem to delight in ^a>'ing these creatures, 
and sdthou^ in some ca^es the nwftt is actually 
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lotting in theii teaU thvy go on d»troyiiig anylhing 
they can Uy their hnnd.^ on. I spoke to some of 
them pretty pLinly, and pointed out thdr ingratitude 
to the Giver of every good gift.** 

FcrhupK aftrr thi» wc are not very much surprised 
to read in a later ootc, " Here wc find that the seals 
tie pretty nearly exteiminaled," 

&3 probably the spirit of kill, kill, k£U Lh b^ned 
ID man wherever he lives, south or north, wut or 
ea^t. Laws for the protM!tion of the Tower creation 
over which he is tyrtnt are nt-rdcd aiuvcrvdly. 

It is not to be supposed thiit the mtasionftrics 
sat all this time in thdr hut with their stores around 
thrm unconcerned at the Hifferings of the Eskimo*. 
Wc have, in the course of these pages, learned to 
know Mr. Peck und his coil<:a^'xii;:i better than that. 
If a brother or a sifter were nakod and destitute of 
daily food, they cbd not say, *' Depart isi peace, 
be ye n-armed and fLlIed/* without ^"ing them thOM 
things that werr needful for the body. Tlicy both 
preached and acted the Goapel. 

There was plenty of use for the »«cmJcig abundance 
of stores that we saw in a former chapter had been 
laid in at the MIsuooi station. *' We made ^ tarfje 
kettle of porridge and gn.vt. the veiy needy ones a 
good mc^d," is a note that seems juit to latroduoa 
a coming time of dbtreis. Tt becomes more seriotu 
^H l»beu " a derp ^nd swft coat of snOw maki-s tiavcUiog 
^V about almost impossible. Wc did what wc could 
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by rnakuig l;irgt; k«ttlu5 of soup, and fctxling in this 
manner about tv^cniy fam%k(S a day, I tbink th« 
people, in some cases at least, approciated our 
kuidncM, Id any cue VtX must do wbat wc caa 
for Girist. Too often wc expect to be, as it were, 
propped up by \ht good wishes And gratitude of oi 
fcUow crcaturc^H But it is wiser to look to Ji 
and to do wbat we do for Him, He certauUy 
dia-ippoint" ua," 

Times of rcil iijinety wi^re not unkno-kvn lo 
misMonarics lest their own stock of provisiotts ahouki' 
fait. This waa not At all imposbible, humanly 
speaking. For it m\xM always be bomc in mindi 
that tb^ food Eupplie« depended upon ttM 
arrive of one ftmall ^4ilmg vessel^ vrhicb had to 
accompliiib a perilous voyo^ If by any diaoce 
she failed in her miraion^ the season \tould be too, 
fax advai]ct:d wiUi ice for any other to mokii tba 
attempt. So the diary says: " Wc hiave a heavy 
drain od our limited stock oi provisions, and alto- 
gether our surroundings are far itom pleasanL 
However, u'e seek to stay our minds upon God, 
and to take our cares to Him/' 

In 1899 U16 danger just spoken of s&^meA really 
to threaten. In May, "the people on the island 
wore vciy much in need of food, Wc can do lil 
for them as we have given away acatly all oui »tock. 
The weather has been most changeable of (ate, and 
the distress is great. May the Lord in aoswei to 
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prayer soon stay th( uriods and storms. I am, at 
this season, remlndul often of the greeii Mds at 
home. Here we sac noihing but rocks and snow, 
aisd we soem to live in an everlasting winter-" 

Au^iut ;it length camif, and when it was well 
advaiiccd> " wc are now beginnmg to look out lot 
th^ AUtL May God keep the little ves^l And 
biing her safely here with oui supplies." 

From Sunday, August 30 to Augxist 27, aJmost 
every day " we climbed the rocks and gaied at the 
[ homon anxiously expecting the AUH witJi our 
supplies, and news fr:>xn loved onc«^ The poor 
l^cople on Uic i^Und aje iu a sad state. Mo^t of 
thrtn are living on the shell fu(h which ihey di^ 
out of tlie saad. We can do noticing Jov them ; 
pttT stock of ptavmons k fxh^usUd" But Mill 
day after day «^ent V>' ^o that they wc^n; almost 
fearing the worst. At last, however, on Scpt<mibcT 7 
(lie joyful news was parsed round that a vessel had 
htcn i>^ighted in the di.ttanflc, *' We can juj^t make 
out her masts. God be praUed* The Lord is 
graejous and kind to us I " is tlie entry in the diary. 
Two days btcr, on September 9, tJie Akri was 
saCdy anchovod ofi the island, and discharging h«r 
^^predous cargo. 

^"^ We have seen enough to und^nttand that a!t*v 
1^ gethet the Six^ond sojouni of Mr Peck at Cumberland 
I Sound was a time of great trial and one that called 
I for a great amount of faith, as far as the things of 
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world 



conccfDcd. 



wrrc conccfDCd. Sut wu know 
trials iii tbingi l^nporel ftnr intendfd to teach 
to look more awny from them to the eternal. 
«« Afk what vns the progrts» in thni^ spiri 
during this period. 

"nut the people were united to the nunioturi 
by ti«« of afEcction there could be no doubt- Wi 
hav« seen the farewell that they took of Mr. Pedl 
when he yna Icuving for EnghmH and the love that 
was shown him then. We know something oi the 
watm welcome that waa invarkbly shown him w^eti. 
he vtnited tiie people in their home» and was enter- 
tamed by them when on tour for days together. 

We know that these ojrds of per&onaJ attadmient 
must have been drawn tighter when he ungrudgingly 
gave out las stores of provisioDS for tlieir relief in 
time of ne«i. But we also know that in theM 
clo&er bonds of affection and a^soetation be was 
always finding more and more opporluaities of 
pressing the claims of Christ upon them. 

That there was response we can see< A str^w 
will show which way the wind b!r:*ws. and so when 
we read of men abstaining from hunting, althoujjh 
the weather was favourable, in order tliat tlicy 
might attend meetings for Christi?Ln instmction, 
we can infer a great deal. 

Besides this, a mm named Kukknk, who had been 
inslnjcted first some two years j>revioiuly, began v^ 
the spring of 1S98 to show signs of spiritual lift^' 
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H^ was overoome by a sense of his sin in tbc past, 
ajMl had a d*aire to know more oi the Saviour* 
Mr. Ptock met him at this time during a jcurntiy to 
Kikkcrton. 

Again, at tlic? cit<] of Apnl m^y of the men left 
BlacJdead I.tlnnd to go to the «lgc of Ihc ice floe, 
about 18 miles distant. They were to be away 
some time, u the obiect of the exprdltion was to 
CAtcJi wtidkdt. A few words in the liiary oeem 
to bring the accrue before us. "The whnting boats 
which were to be taken to the open Ma were pUced 
on larRC sledges, which were hauled a3on^ by all 
the dogs on the island, ntunberiug, i should thinks 
0ytf one hundred. Tbc tntai remain at tJie floe 
edge some two months, and aboudd any whales be 
seen, they start in pursuit Iroro the edge of tbc main 
body of ictr 

But wti^t concerns us bcre >s that tbi» seenwd 
lo be .t point for marking progrrss in spiritual Ihin^ 
The night bclorc the men started tJic meeting wai 
very full, and the note in the diary tells us that they 
were most ^itlrDtivc, and seemed mudi impressed 
as Mr. Peck »poke to them of the power of the Lord 
to keep us aayv^en and everywhere, and exhorted 
them to place their trast xn Uim. 

Towards th« end of 1898 a blew Cell upon the 
Hixeiion, but at the same time it was one of rncoumge- 
ment. For it spoke of n wul lavcd and tnistiii^ in 
Christ. Mary Ikhcrah was a wcanan who, when Ut. 
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Peck boded Id Cumfaeriand Soood, vns sunk in 
most degraded U^ Gradually, bowrvcr, but &u] 
Alb became iatercsled in tbe Gospel Ceacbin^ 
Xhib Holy Spihl led h^ ;it l^i to the true 
She nts then always rc:ady tohdpthc miasii 
ia any way she could. But God »aw fit thftt stie 
glorify Him by ber death nxdicr than by her Uf< 
ConsomptJon set in, and sb^ m^as on h«r dcatU-l 
" Never sliall 1 ft>rgct the day,"' wrilo Mr. 
*" when Mr. Sampson and I drew near to her 
couch. Weak as she vfnx sbe tried to mi^ hi 
tnd lookinfc up in our faces, and thinking of tfa 
message of God*s love which we had broii^t, said 
* I love you, I love you ! ' YeSp it it love tliat wins 
Jcaos, the gn^iLtcst couqucror the wotid ha^ tvc 
known, has woo all along tbo liiu by the powei o 
His love. Has Hh wonderful love C0Dqu(^<cd youi 
hearts yet ^ If not, why not ? " 

And what a picture of desolation is that whid 
tlje funer^ pr^t^uled when the body was coouuiited 
not to the gniv(>, but to thr rocI»; for there 
nothing but these and big Mones to be found, 
9oil aiiywhere. A rou^ coffin , made from old 
and bo^u:d», had been put together by the lo%-ii 
hands of the missionaries, and the corpse was 
on an empty stcdge. T\m wa« hauled over 
snow by many ol the men who had come 
to tlie spot ^ected for the las: re6ting-| 
" During the morning a snowstorm had been Ihj 
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etitn^i^Dd portly aft^r we started it buiUoutinftill 
fury, and in the midfit of the blinding drift wc hurriud 
on. The people joined me in spying the Lord'* 
Prayer, and we then returned battling again with 
the funous wind and driving «di>w. Such a picture 
of gloom and desolation it is quite hoyond my 
powers to descnbe. But one thought that &«emed 
uppermost inmymindwosihis, Christ the King who 
rules over death U ^5 reil ^uid loving and gracious 
here u ftoywhere else. It U not for the ^n^ant 
to question the Master's will n^g^rding the particular 
post which b allotted to him. Enough for him to 
know that Christ is near and aU must be well I ** 

AD the people felt kfrnly the \o^ of thi* onr 
who was practically the first-fruit of CumtxrUnd 
Sound. It wu fitting that «s the fir^t-frait she 
should be given to the Lord. Mr< Peck sunu 
up all by saying, "She being dejtd, yet FpeJiketh " 

By March 16, 1899* we read tlie encouraging not« 
of audietioe« being wry Xlttl^n1ivc, '* I am murJi 
chei^ed by the improvement in some of tlie people 
who attend oar meetings. God, by Hia Holy Spirit. 
h touching some hc^irtK." A muntli Uili^r Ihcrv is 
more hope, " The Word seems to lay hold of some 
of thcar hearts. How surely tl^e tune is not ^r 
away when some will come out boldly for Christ," 

But still the seison of sovring the seed hod to 
be prolonged ; the lime of h4rv«st wu not yet 
come Mr. Feck's second so^oun nt Cumbcrtnad 
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Sowid was to tonnmate by h\$ ^hatxag for 
OB Ociober 9, 1899, and it waa not till hu 
sojQuni w-44 ia piognss Uut ciauy albeav^sf wc 
^(hcrcd in. His h$x note on tho subject waf 
written some weeks beCore embarking. '* Haxty, 
of the people/* he writes, "left the station tcndayj 
They nearly all came to sec UG before they leff. 
Some 9eem«l evidently sorry that I fih-ouJd be' 
going homv thU ytm. They rcinmked Uiat tlM 
words they had hcjird were good And true, and that 
lliey were vei-y gLul to have heard ilieiu. Certainly 
our vrotk 'imQn^ wORicn and clitldren ipve^ 
cncoiu^gcmeot." 

T}ie time ol retre^iJng was certain to come' 
and the missiDnnrics could wait m f-iith. When 
It did come, taking a retrospoct of the period 
now under review, Mr. Pe-rk could mm upt hus ; 
*' Wlien I went home in 1S9& 1 took with me the 
four gospels in Eakimo. These were printed by the 
Bible Society, When I nrtumed to Bbdchud Idaad 
ID the following year several of the people learned 
to read the^ preuous pages. Following our usual 
plan erf work, services were held night after night 
iu our little church, ^nd each gospel wa£ expounded 
from beginning to end. Now the people began to 
realise the wonderful character of Jesus tbe Son 
of God. A picttira of moral power, love and mercy 
stood out befoie them. Nothing iu their old tradi- 
tions or religious ideas could equal the words of 



CHAPTER XVI 

BEHIND TH£ SCENES 

" I win come in to him, *nd will sap with 
him, and he with Me." 

WE have seen a great deal of the outward di 
cumstances surrounding the lives of tfai 
missionaries in Cumberland Sound ; we have alsc 
seen something of their work and influence upor 
the Eskimos. Shall we in this present chapter loob 
a little more closely at their own lives, penetratioj 
into their houses, and, more than that, into the 
thoughts of their hearts ? 

On August 28, 1898, the two workers, Messis, 
Feck and Sampson, were reinforced by the arrival 
of Mr. Julian William Bilby. '' Great was our 
joy. Truly we have not been forgotten, nor has our 
work in these desert wastes. How delightful to 
clasp the hand of a brother in Chnst and to feel 
t! at another of God's light-bearers has come to 
illuminate the darkness." 

There is a note struck in this simple extract from 
a diaiy which ought to awaken a responsive chord 
in every reader. '* Truly we have not beoi for- 
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gotten/' Is there a danger of this ? Perhaps so 
on the part of too many people* At any rate the 
solitary worker is apt to thinks, as John the Bap- 
tist did when he was in prisi^n ; especially if he is 
in a veritable icy prison which is penclratcd only 
once a year by rays from the outer woEld, and he 
nay be excnscd in having his mommts of dcsponrf- 
«Dcy which call to tlie Chnstian Cbuidi lor the 
support of pniyer. 

On the other hand wc can look into the heart 
of the messenger of the Gospel and se4? how, in bis 
moment:; of confidence, he is upheld by tlie know- 
led^ of prayerful sympathy. One summcr.on tJw 
departure of the annual sliip, Mr, Peck wrote: "The 
Aitri hit {o-day. I have written altogether about 
. 120 letters and have afeo scot quite a number of 
ciiculai letters. Thank God for tbe iiuinbet of 
^prayrng int-ndit in the homt^ land, I^briUicd wc 
^tinly are here, but £rom a spiritual pobt of view 
we art oompftued about with a boat of helpers. 
Cut off we are indeed from loved ones, with no po^ 
aible opportunity of hearing from ihcm for over 
Ivleven muntlu». United, however, we are to a 
nevCT dying Friend, whose presence more than fill* 
lip the gap and void left in our heaits by the loss 

dear one«.'* 

At other times frequcat notes arc found ooo- 

;^€efTung the 24UX day of eacli inonth and tbe GOID- 

frt wtiicb it brings, " To^y is tbe day of dky$, 

"9 
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Tboniuidi juie pnyng lor i». . . . ICmy a» nM- 
fol oT Diy bntlim. myKH and the voric-** Thn 
tiKMigbt coma to kn ^ud umJ Afui ttfaetiier 
bo b OB tb« tncMrt dMp or Ibtvsyi^ to or fnata 
C ow b eiU flJ SooBd. or in the iiiiillinii d tofl and 
dufer endoivd for Cfarat in Uw Miaakxt Aod 
thr r«ftiOQ k IhAt thjit b the day Appninl'd m the 
Q)urdi Iffhriooary Saddys cj^de ul pca>«f te 
pethkMu to be oflrrrd lor the vait cold and dark 
regioDfi whtdi exioid vtihin the Arctic drdr, aod 
lor the ffiaaionarica atsoog the R«d Indiaiks aod 
EafcinMn tl»t they may br supported in tbar gnal 
huddiipi and IodcUimm. So oa that day m cftdi 
month Mr Pcdc and his oolkapies wen coniCocted 
because they wttc sun that some Cncnds, at any 
mie^ wen holding op thdr hajids fcr the fi^M. U 
vrogld tie an ontold lilcuiDg to the Churth of Chrift 
and the world, if many more wtrc fomd to me 
that c)^ nod nake it a bui» also for acquiring 
inforxnatioo nnd taking a t^yslcmatlc imerest hi the 
evangrtutttion of Wte lutioui. 

The Atm which brought Mr, Bilby also brought 
a quantity of timber. This was sent tlirough Mr. 
Molahcr nnd the Hia^ioriary Leaves .X^sodation. It 
w^As mo&t acfeptat^. ^ it tidpcd the missionaries 
to airangifi their dwclUng sitisfactorily for tiie 
eoining winter. They were able to enlarge the 
old Iniildmg in which they had boen living and 
tn make il ht for tlie meeting* of the Ef lumos, and 
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new building, which lh^ had in a spirit of sell- 
ileniii] ^vtm up iai thai purpose, they were now to 
Ukc pofscs^QTi ol And nuke thf^tn^clvcs a little 
more comfortable than ihoy had bgcm, 

Wc have in former diaptera peeped behind the 
socncs and looked at ilic duily routine of tha ms- 
uonary*» life. It i» consequently now unnccesaary to 
do £0 *if;-uii, but it may bt; mentioned ilvM Mr, Ptdn*^ 
tun« was to frame rxtrnt occupied by infrtnictin^ 
the newly arrived coUeAguo in the Eskimo language; 
Each of the thrve bretliren was more or Icfis 
proficient in the an o( cooking, nnd they took it in 
lUtirWeek ajidureek about, to be re»puti,siblu for the 
flry dq>artment. Sometime* there was not 
rSudi in tlie w^iy of meat at any rate on wliidi the 
chef could display his talents. Thb uras rather 
dyhg. "Wliut would friencb at home do 1 won- 
der/' writes Mr Prrk, "if they h;;d no butchers* 
tliOp« to go lo for their Qiristma^ dbner.'* With 
this ff^ivc ^fnscin in the near pro*p**r-t he ^nd Mr 
Sampson h^d been searching for game some five 
mile* out, but alas ! the sight of only a few tradv 
tvas oil that nrw^inlcd their e^rt. liowc^'cn faiinn 
tliis time made them morr vntry another Christmu, 
Tjine was indeed taken by tlie forelcrck. " Whit 
did wr have for dinner ? ask* the cunning missiontcy 
in triumph, '* Why, jugged hare and plum pod* 
ding—quite a royal repasL Tlie plum pudding 
wag ft gift sent out l}y a kind friend in England. 
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And the hMn ? W4I foov iPedcs ^o we pil it, 
nd bans ^ * tmaiti coctditim wt sav«d it ov^ 
faHy fcr QasdMU. T«d diys ago 1 litiag it op 
Bcsr dw stovt to thAV. Bddrr Ukk it wu frotcn 
as haxd at a ■tooe.'* Ax foctitoe wcmld tare it, 
bowwcf, Ib^ did nd aficr aJI depend opoo thU 
pirtkiilar bifi% far aa Chrictom E\'e sn Eskimo 
had bm^i Oicni fai aaotha. TUs mcidail of the 
fn^KXi b^re rasiDds os ol uxitber dkh which vms 
Ur. Peek's Ofwn *p«i*lity- Wc can fancy him ay* 
ing : " Now I hat'c u> be stanug caily to-momm 
pocntng to look up those P^^*twM oo the icxw So 
I mart mtke a good supply of Afdk hUK" 

*" What do yon mean by Arctic balb ? " we can 
iniBgmc uic new ajiivaJ asking* 

'*Oli, they are a sfJendid duh lor a fouraey. 
ToQ makr ibnn of pratrvtA meat, bread^onmba^ 
cooked praetved poUtoca, aad a UttJe Ootir. AH 
theac ingiedknts you ronsi mix tip into a mash and 
then drvide thom up into balls of oonvenicnt nte. 
Let ihcm frcttc (n.b.. there is no dif5ailty in thi&) 
and tbcy wiU ki^p tDde6uutdy. On arnvnil at 
snow houses nil ymi have to do b to put them into 
a trying-pan with a liltk greate or water to 
them .-itidcmg. and in a few minntca with the aid 
yovJ [QcthyUtod ^dt lamp you thaw thcnu 
proceed to make on i^xcelLait meal." 

This recipe mi^ht be recommended to Englnh 
boQScbeqwrs, hut they hA%'c not ahfaysgot a free^ 
ing house at band. 
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Sometimes the QfTicc of cix>lc vfojt anythuig but 
a sinecurf!. Th» wm cspccJAlly Ihc ctim* whrn 
missionaries were keeping open house for their 
Eskimo friends, cither at imch a sensGn as 
Chiiitinaa when large gathotings came togctlicr 
or during timea of acarcity. Again culling from 
Mr. Peck's diiiry we read: "This being my week 
as cook and grncml hou3i>kcrper I spent a ^'^'Ty 
busy tkne, especially aa we fried (0 help thceo 
poor f^UTving people. Largf krttlc« of pea loup 
were made three days in the n^Gck, which hdpcd 
bi some measure." And we have fteen in (he Ust 
chapter that scnietimt--*( in thin way tlicir rehef 
work amounted to feeding twenty families daily. 
Ib oiMonaiy ficlda it la more poadble than at 
borne to realbc that the word mmsttr means s«r* 
vanL 

There is 0[ie note concuming the day's routine 
which should no! he forgotten, It i* that after 
the t o'dock dinner there waa alwa>-s a Ume allotted 
(or recre-itive rrading. The ahip brought out an* 
nually a supply of newspapers and periodicals. 
These were <:arefiilly arranged hi chronok^tcal 
order, Uic oldest being on the top and the Devest 
at the bottom of the pile. This was the order in 
which tliey were to be re^d. So tn November 1898 
Mr. peck writ": " We srcrcAdingnowUicnnmtieTs 
for Kuvembcr 1897. and somehow we seem to enjoy 
them as much as if tbey were this year's Issues in* 
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stead of being i year old." After aU, the 
aries liad ocily to put th^tr birthcbiys ba 
ytai in ima^atloix ^nd then Iticy tiad their 
paper as regularly as the frequenter of a Lond 
club, purely (his wu Dot a vny 3tiX>nK flight 
louLgination ! At any rate it would not have been 
they bad been of the gentler sex. But it w^ a 
only ncwjFpiipcrs 4nd magazines that were treat 
in this way. Fnends ol the mi^sioDAncs at hon 
kepi Uicm supplied witli a montlUy null- How 
that possible f Wc listen to Mr. IVck as be sayi 
" I read (on Nov'cmbcr i) two Irltcrswhich are t 
of coiuCort. Kijid Ux'^tidn &ent aw &ev«raJ packe 
The month in which they arc to be mad i^ markM 
on the outside of the envelopes- 1 have therefon 
a monthly mail io to speak, which will take me t 
next July. How full of prayerful thou^t thiU 
letters are. They bring one very close to the lov 
and sympathy of God's loved ones in tlie hom^ 
land.** A^ain speaking of these letters at anoth 
time he saya : " I look forward to the time a 
pointed for opening letters with many lonf^^in^ 
heart, and £ must confess that at times 1 fwl li 
ttie greedy boy who wishes to cat the whole ol 
cake at one silting" 

And y-^l oncv more it is impossible to ref 
^rnm dwelling upon this very simple, yet ver 
helpful comfort given to God's «crvaiits. it 
the record in the diary of a new year's cvc '* W 
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passed from the old \Ttt^ the. new y<ar In a right 
happy mjjim^r* Friends — And tht^ughtiul ooea 
Ihcy aro— ficnt me some Htcre for the new ytsir- 
J, however, took Ujc liberty uf opening half of thcsc^ 
before 12 p-m. and the n.>miuDdcr after. How 
chcrrcd, comforted And strcn^iencd 1 IcU by the 
perusal of the^e IcvJng mes^iigeH my pen fails to 
tell." SuoiLLfly Chmtnuji D^^y um$ bnglileaed. 
How is it spent ? In various way3. " First the 
dear ones at home ;uti ourivd in prjiyer to God, 
and thf.n with frvrrUh r.xprrtatifyn I opcnMl some 
p;LrjcIs whicli were zn^ked : ' not lo be opened till 
ChmtTDAS Day/ Friends an have no concep- 
tion how much thdr thoughtful kindness dieered 
and comforted our soul^." At another time wr 
read: "Wetricd to enliven ounuiveft with tliemusJc^ 
box. This, the ^ft of a kind friend, hA« helped to 
dittr us up not a little and is a source of great 
pleasure to tiie Eskmiosi." 

But we must leave these interesting pictures, 
merely exhorting the reader to do something 10 
cheer and strengttien thoKi^ who art endeavouring 
tliemselves to bring gUdiic&« into the solitary 
place. Wc never hear any compbint come from 
the lip* or pe:i of Mr. Peck conccming hi* Mrpara- 
ttoD from his family ^t home. We have to read 
between the lines when he de&ciibe& his e^tgeinea 
for thr arrivnl of the AUri ; vfhra we jate him medi- 
tating in his lonely walks upon tlw ice ; or when 
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be tdU iu tbfkt he has been drawn to Uiink 
of his litde dau^ter. But it Is not vcsy di 
lo InUrprct <me psaax^ irom hh% duuy and 
nodsrstond tomeihiiig of what this sepantk 
Buant to lUm. On odc ol his joumeys la BUii 
1899 he writes ; " Foai hoan* tmvd brou^t I 
to a band of Arctic wanderers whose saow hooM 
vrere situated nejir a barren and rugged island 
Some of the little childn-n who had noticed oa 
sledges coming in the disianoc came oat to toed 
me. These little ones we hid taiif>bt from time d 
time ot the Saviour's love, iind it is one of thi 
brightest fipols to our Life here to know that we ar 
planting the seed of JmmortaJ truth in their heart 
and th.it many of them teem itj be drawn to th 
loving Sa\-iour. Perhaps I have a tender place i] 
my hcait fm the«? UlUe Cannes, seebig ttiat 
bright faces of ray own trftastirrs arc rvcr *t 
out aa a liviog pictuie belore my mind's eye 
There is something patlietic in tltinlcing of 
demonstratioii of love which would be lavl 
upon his own chfldrcn, and which the barrier 
distance diverts to the heathen child ten, 
is a lesson for iw all. God'?t intention 
permitting trial of any kind to come upon us ij 
not that we should dry up and shrivel and become 
unfruitful* but rather expand in coltened sympathy 
ti> all around. 

But sometimes ili&rv i^ no need to r^ad bc^ 
tween the lines of what is written. After leavi 
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Pl^te^!lead on one of Lis rvturu journeys to 
Btack)<>.id !xl.-vnc1 when hff had \>em n rtny or 
two in Ihu brave Jittic Alffrt, Mr. ?cckV Ucitt b fuU 
of the thoughts of those Vfho arc left behind ; it 
ha^ been lacerated, as it were* by the n;pj.nLtiorL 
But so far from any sort of gnimble or compla^int, 
he 5»y£, *'A need of heavenly support md comiort 
creates and kc^ps up a praying ^rit. Thank God 
for this. We give up only to receive ; thero is a Io»$ 
which is a. gMn,*' 

And now evOT ^t the risk of possibly repeat- 
ing something that ha^ btrn satd N^fore it will 
not b<: out of pUce to give a description of the 
missionaria^ STmoundinjri written f^ Mr, Peck 
tuouwU. " Our island home may be truly oiUed 
a pictnTC of complete desolation. It con^t* of 
barren rodu swept by havos gales. The snow 
b packed many feet deep in the holes and 
gnllics. Ice along the atiorc is pilod up in sonuf 
places twvlve feet high. Tliis remafkable eOect 
b caused by the action of winds and tidee. No 
tree or plant gladdens the eye or heart. ERkimc 
dwellings, Uke mounds of snow, are scattered about 
in every dinxtion. Ravenous dogt arc ever on 
the lookout for a. oiorseL Eskimos—some tU least 
lo(dc more likc^wdd beasts than human beings in their 
lUthy and bulky ganncnts. Such b the Kcene upon 
wbicb the eye rests day after d^y and woek after w«dL 

" How can we stand Uit rigour of sucTi a climate 
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uid kftp up 1 beaJtby tDenul totM in 
surrntuidings ? Wc must have for one thing 
proper dwvUiitg. This wc luve been able 
the kiDdnctt of friends to obuin, and the roofD 
which I write tbia i«, even m spite oC the ml 
cold, comfortable. Our house, whidi is dti 
intQ thrcu compart oients, vu., two dwelling rooi 
and a kitchen (or ^neral reception room), all 
ihc f{ruui]<l no<'r, i« made «w fuUowst : Fir^t 
framr- of (he hooftf' itsdf, next a coating of tai 
fait outside Uw frame. Boards cover the lelu 
canvas, weU>painted, covers thr bo^irdi, Onl 
the canvas again is a wall of snow four feet 
which breaks tlitc fury ol Uie wind in a ffuipi 
manner. 

"'Gjming now to tlie ia&idt; of Uie Crune 
have a parking of moM which we were able 
gather in the saimDer. Inside the mon is 
inner lining of boards which me tongncd and grooi 
Next comes a Jining of c;ilico und tlien a nice bri^ 
wall paper is pasted on this, Thti* we have fioi 
in^de to outside, litst, wall paper i second, Cidico 
third, boards ; fourth, mi^s : flitli, tured fdtiog 
«th. outer boards; seventh, painted cuivas 
eighth, :i wJiU of sn«w. The windows of the houa 
are doubie, with a sliding airangcmcnt for veul 
tion on the outride windou-. The inner window 
fitted wit]ihin^:&»solhat tbeycdn be opened or 
at pkaaurc.'* 
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"A slow-combusuon slove, fittod near the p4rti< 
tion which divide our clwtllin|[-fooms» bused for 
Jif^lini; botli places, «ltli«^ut^h wc have on oil >luve 
to augment the beat when n«oeaMry, Tn the 
kitchenweuvj4n*E;%'lc' range wkh 4 heal indicator 
fitted on thn ovm^ This wc hnvc found -i great 
boon a£ we deed not opea the oveo and »j tct in 3 
l>ody of cold air- A* every bit o* cozJ and coke, 
and every dn^ of paraSin oil miuit come out from 
home, it is. of course, a matter of great importance 
tc obtain 315 much heat as po^ible with a moderate 
coiuumptiOD of fuel. We think we have joined 
this desirable object in the stoves mentionedi as ouf 
yearly conminption of coil for tlioe does not 
exceed seven tons." 

" We make our siuroundings as bright and cheer- 
ful as pos^ble, Picturt^, artlflcLil fiowcT% bri^t 
tejLt«, photos of loved ones, adorn the walb of cur 
dwelling rt>oms, and it is mdc^ a striking and most 
pleasant oontrast to the desert waste outside.** 
Wr need not follow this description in the details 
of daily routine.' mtd of futxi. For vm drvddy know 

indi about lhe:!.e ni'ittcrs. But it will be well lor 
to think about Mr> PecVs words of caution c«w 
cemtng the life which he has boen depicting. " Want 
of change, the sense of isolation, the hungeiinjE £01 
just a word of lo\'od ones, continual contact with a 
people whose lot is often one of extreme privation, 
the possibility of ma^fying little differences or 
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seeming grievaaoes with a coUeaguo, wliich ifl 
otiicr cntqnntanc^ or Mirroundingt woctld soo< 
be lost sa^t of^thcse itn factors^ and somctinu^ 
TOghly ones too. which try what manner of meo w^ 
are. On tlie oth^r hand wc have a good sdiod 
or faith, prayer, and patience^ There are timet 
when one is brought, so to speak, in ccnt^cc with 
the heavenly powers ; God becorDfs a reality, faith 
b Strengthened, and hope in brightened/' 

It i* imposfiible, however. *o eathaiwt in one de- 
scription tite different kinds of trials that besot any 
life. For msUuicc, we mt^f LIunk that tJ>e home 
which wc have had vividly bronght into our view 
wouid b; pLOol agdiii&t Hit variations of weaUier 
and thrrmomct<^r that even Cumtk^rUnd Sound 
could produce. But it b not 80> Even in January 
we read of a mott wonderful and by no means 
agreeable change of weather which took place: 
" A w^irm wave of air lias been waited along bcrc 
by the heavy southerly gale, and the oooseqncnce 
is that we a« Ja a most uncoraforlable state. A 
kind of rime forms un t}ie in^de of our roof, chiefly 
on account of the steam issuing from the kettles, 
etc. This Ls thawing and dropping down in ev*?ry 
dkrectioti. The snow porchci whn:b wtf h*ve had 
buitt outride our doors .irc falling down and alto- 
getbei we are in a lively condilicn." 

Probably we have sa^n ftuffldent now of the 
ionci thoughts and outward life of Uie austionaiies 
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at Bldcklr^d Inland to syinpthiz^ with them to 
som« cxt«-j>t and to feel tbankful tUat oui lot U cdU 
in a pkasanter land. But let us sm that otir syra- 
pAthy is ol A practical kind. If il is not, wc sbaJl 
forget. If it is practical and infiucncca our Uvea 
t>y causing us to pray, to work and give giCt£, it 
wJD go on d«?€prning and widening until it takes 
in not merely tlic Diis&ionancs, but UicU EUamos ; 
nnt the EiktRma only, but barbari-in and Srytliianj 
bond and i(cc. Wc ttaH recognise more eiDd morv 
that Mn Feck's work is our work, that he is our 
icpitseut4tive, liut w« are nspatuiblc. 



CHAPTER XVII 

SUNSHINE AND RAIK 

'* Behold £ have «ei bofoiQ thee aa open 

door, and no mvi can abut it." 

AFTER having looked at the inner thought 
and life of the missionary, we now procea 
to take up the histoiy of the Mission in the lates 
sojourn of Mr. Peck of which it is possible to haw 
any record. This period extends from August, 
1900, to September, 1902. 

We have, it must be admitted, already dipped 
into diaries of this period in oider to present the 
reader with a complete picture such as was given 
in the last chapter. But that will not affect the 
narrative which will be unfolded in this. 

On August 20, 1900, the Akrt came to anchor 
off Blacklead Island, Mr, Peck*s note concerning 
this is ; " Mr. Bilby gave me a hearty welcome. 
His news is good. The work has prospered. Praise 
God for this, Eskimo friends clambered over the 
side ; they seemed so pleased to see' me. There is 

Ml 
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joy and comfort in Icnowing thit our life and work 
arr not lost. To have a place in people's affection 
is no small ^n. I had a aicx mral with Mr. Bilby 
in our own house. What a treat too alter iix 
weeks life on board, V/e ciirird th<^ Mmion (in 
prayer) to God, ai^d our brother Samp&on, now away 
at Signia, was not for|^tt«w>." 

Soon iiiXvT this Mr, Sampton went h<3mv to 
England when thi? Akrt s^ilwl on her rrturo voy-ige. 
And wliat. we aak, werv tlte signs of progress 
that Mr, Bilby h^d been able to report and with 
which he bad encouraged Mr. Peck on meeting 
him ? Fint of all the oongregAtionf were large 
and attentive* biit at the same time there wns some 
di&tppointment about the small proportion of men 
who attend^ the meeting But thh wa» not 
without its encouraging sridc, for it was to a groat 
extent to be attributed to the influence of the 

^^ cuujurors. As wc have se»ai bcfurc, Uieic b alwa^'s 

^M satisfaction in the opposition of the enemy. 

~ Now, howe^ei, there was a differtncv. It wia 
not as in former years, when the men were led 
by the oonjujor« and unhappily rv^crted to their 
heafhen waysv They did not yield to practisbf^ 
tJicir ^(upenttitioua arts and inmionilitic^. But 
the winjiinor* sermed to retain enongh influence 
to prevent the men coming to Qiristiaii gaUwrtngs. 
Whatever enecuragcmmt th^re may be in Uiis, 
it i« piobaUy in luiotlicr direction that Mr- Peck 
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foBihd rtpfdil cau«r for thankfulne^a. Tbt futnre 
of 4 pcofJe dcpcodt oo Uk apcutDg ffeoetal 
And tbc worit tmong the diiUrcti sctmcd to 
solid |g^Qgrwa> Tbe ftvcfug^ ittcnduKC at 
wr find. Mon af1(^ Mr. Ptck'% arrival was 
m^r^vt to sevaa^ duldnn dafly. Tliia 
10 aa beinf avnyhii^ Qomibcr, capecially ai vr« 
abo lold (hat aboat the same time the missioD* 
aricfi took the census of tho pnopic and found then^ 
were just fotly dwdlings iiiluilHted by £ikimo«_ 
in and nrotmd the tdand, and in lh»K T94 
lived. So the numbere atteDding school amouatcd 
10 ooc-tbtrd U tbe entire popubtioo. 

And (ha koowlcdgi: that was acqinnd was ooo- 
aido^ble. On Deccmbfr 19 Hr. Peck wHtea ; 
" 1 CQmmqnced tJic cxamtnatiun of our ddcr vcht 
The subject wsa the Ten Commandmenta with aj 
bdd summary of oacb commaDdmail. 
achoJjm wnv not adccd to say thrm {straight off) 
by rote, but eadi was eaqwctcd to be aUe to 
the commandment cofresponding to the nombcr' 
S> 5*9ittc. Thifi was do sm'^ tax od the mcmgry» 
but I an happy to say that out of a dassofdghteen, 
ekven passed through tlie ordeal without maldii^ 
a dn^lc mistake.** 

*'Tht next day the examinution wa& continued- 
Tht second daaa was tbsa takoa* Uany of thesa 
Repeated from memoty twenty-two Scripture texts 
without nukuig any mistake,*' 
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With regard to sectiUr teaching m the school 
there is nn mt<!rcsling note; "Wc hnvc iilso in- 
structed the children in some of our English fig\trcs. 
Their own method of counting really extends only 
to the lingcif a»d toc». Some of Ihcni n<jw Iciigw 
our figures up to 150. Altogether we have had 
much encouragement in our work umongtl tlic 
children, and wc hc&rtily thank God for His blessing 
and support" 

But th<*ri^ wr.rf hftttrr things than th«se soon to 
come. All that has been mcotionod might be 
nothing mon^ tlian, a* it were, the lint portion of 
Efckicrs vision : " The mcw^ and the flesh came 
up upon them and tJw ikin covered them above : 
but there was no brc^ith in them." The outwiinl 
Uie of th« £»kinio5 was aooiething to bo thankful 
for in the abandonment of superMitlon, in im- 
proved knowledge, ia clcanlineu and other wiy%. 
But whens was the spirit of IMc ? 

Id Deocmbcr, 1900, a marked cliange seeined 
to have begOQ, **Some of the men came to both 
momlaif and evening bervices. The eveaiog service 
wiut very h^irty and the people listoied with 
evident attention. We certainly do realixe some 
remartcaWe time*, and the ffoly Spirit in answer 
to prayer is moving some hearts. Ofa, that one 
might believe more in the power of God tlie Holy 
Ghost I '• 

A little later on, January B, I90i» a ** cheering 

30 





I UM them HM d vodd be 
Oi atefato and ol the Hotf 



SUNSHINE AND RAIN 307 

boIdEng classes for th^tn in ^ddilion to our rmiinary 
evening meetings. My heart rejoices, and I i^ 
siire the hearts of m^jiy of God'» praying on*» will 
rejoice to hear such news from our Arctic home-" 

Diis larg*? Qumber of candidates for txiptism 
now rendered ncccttisiry some change in the atianffe- 
mctii of thf^ ni«*ting^ for m^tniction, Mr Peclc 
rightly Jl-U that these required sometbine rather 
special in the way of teftchmg. So on January 18 
a sepantion took place. Mr. Bilby took the 
ordinary congreg;ilion in the diurch and Mr. Prck 
simultaneously field the doss for the catcdmmt-na in 
the M^&^on House or '" the Uanse " as tie Ucetiously 
calla k elsewhere. 

'* I took," he says ^ (bv opening paaeoge oE our 
baptismal service for adults «nd explained it. I 
pointed out the force of our Lord's words. " Except 
n mftn be bom a^in,' He, and told them how 
noedful it is for each one of them to call upon God 
earnestly for the gift of ih<r Holy Ghofit. A little 
pntyor Is being wittten out for tliem- It reads as 
follows : ' O God, ffive me Thy Holy Spirit, that 1 
tuny truly n^pent of my sins, believe in Jesos Christ, 
nnd he made a new creature for Jesus* sake, Amen.' " 

And tliere was some satbfaclion in teaching 
people bkc thrjc, for a few days later, when Mr. 
Peck was explaining a portion of the tiiird chapter 
of St. John's Gospel, he invited mqaiiy, and at the 
same time asked them if they quite tmdcrstood 



L 



30S THE UFE OF E. J. I'FXIK 

our Lord's vord& " Tcs," wts tbcir ready nfklyi 
*' tnd if wc do not, wt will uk yoo." 

When at last the first ripe frait W3is g:ithcrr<l in 
Bfl^tsaw it ms to bf- in a v^rv tral stam waved 
before the altar njid preheated to God. 

On April Mr. Peck visttrd it sick girl n;uTK!d 
Att«nigDT]>-iik. She seoned lo be waating away. 
She hod to^imrd n fcn^t d(^Al aboal the Gospel and 
the love of God, and sh« listcDcd with modi atten- 
tUd to the words oi the misakutary fts be exhorted 
her to trwt wlioQy in Uit Saviour. A few dftj 
later, on Uay 4, the »kck girl cxpre«Md a wish K 
be baptized. " ! sec," say) Mr. Pcdi in hh 
Gcnoemmg this, '* qo reason why the rite aboold be 
witiihdd fnan her. We claim this poor creature 
for Chiifit. 1 luvc been and am niucfa bcli>od in 
prayer conc^^rain^ bcr." 

The ncxX diiy w^ Sunday, and the patient had 
a violent attack of illness. For her to go out of 
her houK was out of the question, and &o she was 
fanplixed privntrly. This, however, did Tiot M 
hot fully. She wished to bhow pubbcly her 
fior, and faith in, her new found Saviour, and she 
asked Mr, Peck of her own accord, if slie 
any strength, that she might be received openly 
belute rU the peoph into Die Church of Christ. 

The diary goes on to isny, " I ^kc to some of 
the candidi^tes for baptism regarding bor. and 1 
was 10 delighted to find thai one woman went to 
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*cc her and prayr^d with hfT. And *» the Word 
of God is doing its luighty work. It doa» not. it 
ahall not, return void In clue time ye 5hall reap 
H yc hint not." 

On Hay 7, when the weather w« a Ihtfc brighter 
;u]d the p;iUc-nt tuiiicwli^u stronger, di« desired to 
be publicly admitted. She wa.* too weak to go to 
chnrdi, so beliiiid ^ wall of snow at tlie entnuioe oi 
her dwellinfi thf^ Eiktman wcrt gathered together. 
With praise and prayer she was receive into the 
flock of Qirisl's Church, and marked witli the 
seal of scrvkc to the Saviour. ^* J\isi six years 
since it tiraa dedded to start tliis Mbsioa— ^Ix ycon* 
of toi! ftnd prayer and .tuftering — and now the Lord 
has. 1 trjsl. gathered in the ftriit-fruits of a mighty 
harvest of *ouU from the nortJiero wilds. ' i*rai*e 
tlie Lord, O cny »oul, and aU that is within one 
praitt Hi* Holy Name.'" 

TUt ^H A-as a com of wheat falling into the 
ground nnd pen^^hing in order, as we doubt not. to 
bring forth much fruit. On Juxwa tins was wasting 
away rapidly. Mr. Pedt was viaiting her two or 
three times cvciy iiy. " She likes to hear h>'mnB 
sung, and always longs to have one of us near.*' 

At lost, on June 13, she fell asleep. *' I waA with 
her" is the note in the diary, " when she pasaed 
away. She was quite conscious, but a caEm and 
peaceful look spread over her laoc aa the Spirit 
returned to Him who gave Jt " 
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And what a oootnut that lervioe which loOomd' 
was to ^ th4t tb« Eakiiiios Ittd Iciicmn bdonf 
*'We <lestral tn evety wiy to show tlie peopk 
how a Chh»1i^ oti|tbt lo be boriod. I told aB that 
GOidd oonie to attciid a rennet in churth. Uany 
broo^t their books. Tboe cootiiii a tnosLttioQ 
of our Borld S^rvioe. The firsi p^h was mtd ui 
4Mtr [ittlie church. After this we all went lo the 
place of bmrUI s^fected by the rtUttvn* I do 
not mean that a gnve wa$ dog. This wc canoot 
do. There is no >oil b^tt deep enough, and w-h^t 
lUtk there b, is aa yet thawed only a trw inches 
bdow the surface. Our buiu) places must there- 
fore be on the rocks.. Big stones wcfe idaoed on 
top of the coffin (which had bven mads by Mr. 
Bilby) to prr^xnt its being blown over at any time 
by the wind. Around this wc gutheicd togetJtcr. 1 
then concluded the Stfvke and spoke a few «o4cnin 
words to thoM assembled, and then we parted. 
Uliat a ehaj^. thank God t What a oontntst 
to the awful way in which some of the ^ad have 
been buried — no covering but the snow and the 
carcase torn in pieces by the d^jjs a» Mwn as th^ 
could rcadi it** 

But before tttb ^rl was Itid to rest in the first 
native Christian grave of CumbaUnd Sound, more 
ripe fruit had been gathered. On Hay i$ Mr. 
Peck says: "The pc<^c <lo sliow much more 
attcntiuu m>w. God is gradtully but aurely work- 
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ing upon this people," ajid the next day alter 
much prayer (or i^idancc he resolved on baptising 
three of the cmdidatcs on Whit Sunday. Whxn 
it came (May 25) it was a day of day*. The three 
uuididates meiilb:iJ^ wen; buptued. Wt; had % 
large and mo5t attentive congregation. It was 
indeed a solemn and souJ-stirriDg tiine. and the 
power of God the Holy Ghost was with U3>** There 
was not any doubt as to tJic cLimeatEie»» o( theae 
three. For a long time they had shown a great 
desire for instruction, and Chey had a ^ood report 
aiDongat the Eskimos themselves. 

And £o tlie year piogressc'jJ through the sumnwr. 
on thr whole in a satisfactory maimer But a 
severe trial came in ll:e be^'innmg of September. 
On the *eoond of the month there was no Uttic 
excitement because a ship had been seen in the 
distance. Later in the day it wa^ evident that she 
wu not the AUn boctiiisc she carried steam power. 
She vras a wlialer from Dundee, and brought the 
news of the death of Queen Victoria, But the trial 
came to the missionary from the immoral coodtKt 
of thecrewand from the fact that this snare of the 
devil proved too subtle axul strong for some of (he 
candidates for baptism. *' I have more t)un 
once," wiitc^ Mj. Peck. *^ at a teniljle cost to my 
ovm ease of mind, pointed out to these wretched 
people tlje sure and certain goal to which tliey are 
travelling. The extermination of the whole o! the 
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Eskimo popuUtion in Cuinbirrland St^tmd aod dafr* 
v^cte b only a matter oi Uhk, il iomc check fil 
not put to th(:9e awful pmcticca. I %« do rvasoQ 
wliy officers of whaling ablps »hcml<J not exercise 
proper ducipJine on board thdr own vcstcb. I 
spoke to the captain about this matter." 

The next <Uy he writes, a»iceniing the cuidi- 
dates for baptism who had yielded to stn, '* I 
spoke to these uidividu^y and wamod tbem of 
their danger and told ttiem t^iat Christ had die^ 
for thcni and that newness of tiff^ was the nral 
sign of (me belief, and that I could not think of 
baptuitig them if they placed thcimetvt^ in such a 
pofjtion." 

There wera six m tliis case aj\d of tbem " five 
promised amendment and seemed sorry. May tbcy 
be ltd to true repentance. The sorrows and ^mguish 
of soul which one experiences here at times arc 
Mvnething almost unbr^-irahlc. My heart would 
Bink within me if I did not know the loving kindness, 
power and sympathy of my Saviour and my God." 

The AUri was at last sighted on September iS, 
and new Htrengtii to the Mission w^s brought in the 
pcr^n of Mr. (now Rev.) £. W. Gieen^iieid. This 
enabled Mr, Bilby to return to En^nd in the 
Steam whaler mentioned above. 

The news, however, which was tironght by the 
sailing vcs^ei was not very encouiaging. Jlr£r. 
Sampson had left the work and gone on a trading 
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^m^veditfon ; \ht health at Mr, Ptck's little daughter 
^^Afti ID ii critical conduian. Qa reading thU the 
diary records : " My feeling? cannot be fathomed 
by othera/* Tlieo Ihcns wuj* a htUvt from the 
Commlitce of the Church Missionary Society, 
asking the mis^oDary to ccnsideT the adxHsability 
— principally on account of the uocenalaty of 
menu of coiDiniuiicatton— of abandoning this 
Hiasion next year 

: It m%Iit be KuppoHMl tliat in spite* of Iruit having 
bffrn gathered m, the Agony of nrparntion from 
hia loved cnes^ and the disappointmont concanting 
the f^U of some oi the candidates for baptism, Mr. 
Peck might njadily have persuaded himself that this 
wa» the voice of (rod. Tfiih thuiJKht too might 
have gained additional force from the consideratioit 
of \m own btsalttj. Hk tliroat was a constant 
aOfUrce of tmubJp nnd pain to him, fmm time to 
time even laying turn ^de altogether. Ele was 
iKitt however, one to allow the with to bf father to 
the thought. We discover thia when wa &rc allowed 
H to read his meditation on this proposal of the 
^V'Commlttec. "God doc:( dose a:^ welt a% open 
doora. But after due consideration and prayer 
^fc what conviction comes home to our soul i We 
^Bought nd to abandon thn work, Meaiu of com* 
^^ niunication better than the present am be formed. 
II wt give up our position here, we practically 
give up the key of Christ's outpovt The utter- 
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most p«rt5 of the eirth are Im, and Uie Eskimoa 
who Live tbcTpin. The solvation of these pcopile 
b dvar to Hinit and thrre U not the fthAidow cl » 
doubt t)uki Hf wilh us tft bold on here and 
Uw knuwlcd^c of His saving name is thoe 
wastes. So grrat U this conviction that God 
bu pat into my hirart tli« detire to fonnuUte a 
Khcmc, the outlines of whidk h&vc long been in 
my niBd> Tliu scheme toudMa the dtfficolt prob* 
bm of Eskimo cvimgdization in the PoIat 
TTii* work we have hardly commeiioed yet. Ni 
the Lord in Uicse Uttcc dny^ mUs U9, no doubt, 
to push it on.*' 

And w!iut, the Trnder asks, was the 
that Mr. Peck tiad formulated i It was to hav9^ 
a nus^n vcsad with which to r«ach the distant 
E^ktm<» And to be iikdcpcndent ot whaUng ships 
altogether. With Cod's help an oui-and-ont Chris- 
tian crew would be got toother for this mission! 
%-«ssd, £o tliat each member sliould be a Uving 
witness Irtr Chmt where\'er he touched port and 
came into contact with native races. 

The gift and maintenance of ^udi a «hip as thi* 
is not much for which to a^ the Church of EngLand. 
Arctic exfJoTAlion seems nUwiy* to claim Chn^tidQ 
sympathy fuid &uppoit as well as that of the general 
public. The very heart of the natioo becoi 
fttlrred with the exploits of Fr^klin. or MeClmtock, 
or Naasen. But these Uungs, noble as they 
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arr in npmrnR ii]i unrxplorftl l^uifU, adding to our 
ftcicntiiic knowledge, or (c&tuig human nature id 
tia plufk and e^du^a^a^. leave cvtt of sight the 
greatest oC ull tiuman pxojccU. the cvungeludtiott 
of the heathen. 

TJic po^ses&ioa of a properly constructed vc»cl 
Is still the object ncAiest to Mr. Peck's heart, but 
Jailing this he looks fotward tv miMJonuries living 
00 board the whaling vessels and thii5 cnsuriog 
ttie Goftpel going as lur a^ our Ir^Ue. 

Btit surely if England, the richest eonntry 
perhaps in the woHii. can find men wiHing to take 
up the life, she will not withhold the paltry few 
hundreds of pounds, or even thousands, to cnablo 
tbem to prosecute their pUms with the greatest 
possible efficiency f 

But wc must letum to the inunediatc work which 
we are contcmpl^iting. 

The month of February saw nioFC baptisms. 
Extracts from Mr, Heck's dtriry speak for them* 
selves: 

"Sunday, fcb. I.— A great day. Nongouiuk, 
« poor wonuin who ha» long been a great sufferer, 
deaired to be baptised. She has learnl to read. 
«nd is. t hope, moved by the Holy Spirit to take 
this important step. She was, tbertf^re, in thm 
presence of some of her triads, admitted into the 
visibh; Church by baptuju. Nt^Uiinf;, truly, in 
her surroundings to C.1II forth joy or gladness ; 
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her vnall soow-hoiBc, Her wA^f^d framr', her 
of friUTcno^, all thc«c tfaiags, she might well 
are afilnsC h«f ; yrt the t^ars — tcruin, T ho| 
contntioa and holy joy-^^owcd from her cryes 
we aang some hymns, hymns oampo^cd bj 
([Dod MoTAVun Bretluvn, u-hidi pointed oat 
boundless love of God and the fiillneasof Ch 
fdvation/' 

" Wfdttexday, Ffb. 5.— Qo«tlot»pd another 
dfttc for baptism conccroing hcrspintu^Uatate. 
is every reason io believe that God b teachio 
and )c:L<iing her Co ;l saving knowledge of the 

*'S<fiurtUy, Ffb. 8.— ITav< decided alter 
careful prcporution to baptise some more con 
lo-morrow. Had them with me in the eve 
prayed with them, exhorted Ihem to dcavi 
Chmt with full purpose ol heart, and then pox 
out the particular order of scrvinc, fltc." 

■* Sunday^'Ftb. 9,— Anotlier wonderful day. S 
(twn men and fivr womfoi) vrtrt :\dded to Chi 
Hock here in tiie wilderness. Many came to 
chiir4!h, great attention wta shown, and a apirf 
power seemed to rest upon ut. Tho«e bftpt 
showed fi very earnest spirit, and evidently real 
the impottant step they were taking. It 
certainly no light ordea] to stand up b^ore 
own people and acknowledge their faith in J 
We thank Him for thia blessing. Let Hi 
pTBised for evermore." 
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" MonJay, Fth. to— 'Th^v «L>iall corn** from the 
' North* Another Arctic wanderer baptized lo-day. 
I His wU*, Eve Noocyoul, vtho vns oat <A the fint 
r Eskimos baptiiipd \ast year, h:i5, I bclWc, vj.wd 
her intiurnce ior Christ and has thiis led lier hu^b^nd 
to make a public confession of hb fiiilh. I liave 
been W to pray much of laic for the sliJl unevaO' 
! gelijccd Eskmios. There am be no possible doubt 
I that Uie iH>uU (ound in theK Atctic waatcs beloag 
to OUT Master. ' AH ^ouls are Mine-' Fncts like 
these ought to spwik to Chrbt's people with no 
uneertain fbound, and I boldly ask them in Christ's 
n^mc to do their duty, to stand, so to speak, shoul- 
der to shoulder with m, to take up Christ's Arctic 
enterjjri^e wiih wbolc-heaitod zeal, ;iDd lurver r«»t 
till All these lonely wa^tas Arc won for ttidr Lord." 
I " Sainrday. Feb, 22.— A youii^ man named Rounak 
^ oune to me for a copy of the gospels. I g»vc him 
oae^ and pointed out to him the nature of the 
trcttsore he now pomemcd. As friends m^y like to 
hear \m history, I give it hero in full. Some lime 
Ago Roitnak wa& & candidate for the o^cc of con- 
juror. He tried to learn llie conjurations, etc. 
but wa« almost driven mad in the attempt, and for 
some tune was in ^ch a stttc that he did nothing 
as regards seal c;itcliifig. Nuw ^ »cal-%kin9 are ooe 
of the articles of barter here, and as Rounak wa5 
in a meia^ure supported by Mr, Nobl«'s agent, he 
naturally ^t into troubled walent with ihlsgCDtle- 
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nun ; so findiog naattcrs so Unglcd stnd unpIcasAiit 
be gave up tlie id^ of bfing a conjuror altogether. 
Hb next move, which hax certainly proved Xlit 
nufil satisfactory — oa it tus for uotold numben^ 
belore Itim— ^wu to enter tht autrnoaiaJ ai 
ajid win the hetirt of a yotxn^ Bsldmo hdy. 
youn^ pcnon 1 am gfad to say is a Chnstun, 
she lias had a marked influence over him for good. 
In this oonticctioQ slic told me Utety (using an 
Eskimo cxprr^ion) that 'his mind h being pud 
in ordfT* ^mJ tlutt he wisheii to ioUow bef aiid be- 
lieve in J<^]«. Thifl n good newv. Here we ^ec 
ilve dnwing mlliience of Diviue and huirian love." 
A fortnif^ht Uifr-r thU young man was bnptiaed. 
But perhaps there was almost more cncouiagi^ 
mcnt Dian these baptisms mdicalc tn a more general 
movement amon^ the E>ktmo£, 

In M;vrch Mr. Peck, with his colleague Mr. 
Grecnshicldi made an expedition to KikkertOD. 
This was very largely in cons«iuence of what 
they hud heard about com plications that lud 
arisen through some viloroiis heathen teaehin^. 
A man named Angrualik profvaded to have recerwd 
n new revelation from the goddcn ScdOA. A« he 
Memed to be causing a considerable <MNumotJon, 
and to be gaining some influence, U was neceKNiiy 
to deal with it. 

The concltision of the matter came a month 
later. The new revelation Udi been nude kno^m 
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far and wide. On Sunday, April 17, Mr. Peck 
writes; '* A wonderful day. The chmth waa 
packed moming and evening. Hanlly any of the 
men hnd gone avmy htmting, ;ind the nttention 
and revervn! beh^iviour o( the people w.i^ quite 
rcm^irkablc-. T natuniDy inquired what tliese things 
iPMant. This ift thr ;\iitwrr which t received — an 
answer which §avG me much joy> ind will give 
joy to muny heart*. Tlwy told me tlwl having 
considered the new doctrine propounded by Ang- 
malik* and tiaving also considered ihe words they 
had heard and read, vix., fhe words of JesuB, they 
had come to the oondusion that His words were in 
every way prefeivible, and thercfoft they had 
determined to out away thctr heathen ru»tonu 
and cftme tr> the plaot of prayer. . > . We pray that 
this mo%'emeot may lead tf> the salvation of many 
soul*, and that we may h-tvr grace .ind wisdom 
given to us EO that we may be able to lay before 
this people the GoBpel of the grace of God, which 
alone can mcd the needs of their sonls.'* 

There is ju^t one note of interest which belongs 
to Febniaiy— a aeqiid to the bnptismii— with wtikh 
this chapter ontst conclude: 

*' Sunday, FA 33.— Another day to be loag 
Temembered. Six of tha»c recently baptind were 
joined togc^ther in Holy Matrimony. Quite a num- 
b«T, chiefly women* c^me to our htllc diuich, and 
peot was tlieir surpHsft to sec how Christians are 
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married, and to hear the holy and searchiD 
of our Marriage Service. This object !es 
not, I feel sure, he lost upcm tiie heathen 
different to their loose and sensual ideas," 



CHAPTER XVin 



GATirEfilNG UT FRAGUBKTS 

" t know ihy works and UibuLaiion taid 
povorly (bni (liou att tlchy' 

WE have now setm the (iro^fvsa of the Mission 
and fiometbmg of its prospects up to the 
sununcr of rgoz We now proposi^ to take a few 
cxtnictv imm Mr. Peck's diiuifS wlticb will nerve 
to bring *omc scenes in h» journey? a» pictures 
before the reader's eyea. 

In Marcli, 190:, he *tArl«i on ai jouiney to 
Kikkorton ; Mr. Esslrmont (Mr. Noble's agent) 
was his companion. "On tlie tdth we passed on 
over tlic burrvn pbiiu of tec. W«i drove in ;i 
northerly dinr^ion, and then prorvrd^ to cross 
Cumberland Sound. Thb, howevfrr. proved inost 
difficult. The kt fo some pUoca wsa piltd up in 
grtut rugK'-d ma^scv. and our Eskimo guide had to 
dimh Ifirgi' hnmrnorkt of ice so that he migbl *ee 
the best road to take. To vaako ouitten wor*^ 
fr. Esal^mont'i !il«tae-nmnrr broke. This we 

up %vith seal line and pressed on our way, 
111 J, 
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Tovanh «vv-n1ng wa ^iw a vaM extent ol rough iot,^ 
so «it drlcmninKl to camp for the ni^bt , and wait for 
the morning UghL Oiir Eakimo guide aoon cotj 
out a number of snow blocks, and with th«M vm 
made a mow house, bot by the time wc had botlod 
our kettle and were able to p^l^e o£ our meal it 
wu 10 p.TQ. Then, after committing otirsdvcs to 
God'B cAPc, wc arpi into oar far ba^ and Uept; 
through The nifl^t," 

" Tuadayt M^irck 19,— Wc drove on (or wmc 
distance and then conu to a ooraplctc ^tand^tili. 
Masses of toe of various ftuc!i and shapes blocked 
our way. Funou9 gales hod smashed wad wdded 
together thc^ ice t^ocks in a stifprisuig manner. 
There was nothing to be done but make a rood. 
Armed witli an ic«^ chud our Eskuno broke up or 
loosened the blocks which Mr Esslcmont threw on 
ooe »ide. 1 letuaiut^ beUiiid in order to keep the 
dojpi in crdf,T, und wnlch their mo^-emcnts— q very 
necessary iisk indeed, as our cJuiinc friends aittj 
apt to eat thdr seal line traces when left to their' 
own «wcct de\'iGc». One oE our dogv actually 
managed to eat the greater pan of one of our whip«, 
and il is haid to say what tliey would leave intact, 
if not continnnlly watchpd. After about an hour's 
work we were able to move on cautiously, and after 
a time we camtt to an expanse of fairly good ictt. 
But anotiier barrier come before Ion§. MThiJe 
strtigi^lmg through this, sad to aay, Mr, Eulement's 
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became a cmnplete wreck, Wc were still 

distance from tbu opposite shore so wc packed 

ic nccc^&Ary ftnides on our stodge, left the brokco 

flled^t; and iliv heavier articles twluiid, aud pretted 

l^on our way,'* 

V Arrived at Kikkerton* Captain Sbcridan kindly 
lent Mr, Peck a hoiwe in which he could hold aarvicea, 

I On Sunday, M^rdi 24, he writes cjjncettiia^ tlie 

I moming service : " Our experiences wore. I think, 
vomcwliat interesting. The house in which we wer« 

I Assembled, not having been u<tcd for ume time, 
was coated xo all pu~t« with a ctiist of ice. ThiSj 
with the combined heat of ttie stove and our bodies, 
formed about tlic middle of our service a kind ol 
ihower bath which sprinkled freely our beads, 

I books and giriiients." 

** April 4»— When oxUing the people together for 
meetings, one old woman crept out of her snowhouse 
Biid followed me sayiog, * Will you give me some 
tobacco if I go to the meeting ? ' The answer waa, 
of ooune, a refusal. I, however, had the pleasure 
of -u^ein^ her come along, and I Uiink fJie tieard some 
wufds which, with Ciod's blessing, will do her good. 
The sordid, carnal view thai aome of ihoe people 
h^tve is surpimng. Truly tJie days of the loaves 

^and Mies are not passed." 

f A year later, on March 24, 190a, Mr. Peck and 
Mr, Grecnahicld were on the some journey. "We 
travcUcd la company with an Etkimo, who kindly 
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ofieficd td uke »onK of our load od hu 
oho n-mained with hb convrynncc. While 
bctivno cookC bbndsivc met with wictt miglil 
been a most scriotis acddfuit. All at 
Oiccnsfiidd's aJcdgc, whicb was some fifty 
behind us, broke lh^oclg^ ibc tee. Mr. G. fa 
naitxiwly if^dped a dtickiog, wliiiii under socb 
tioiu miglit h^^'c meant ut lea^^t sofne from 
or liiub^ Wftli f^rAt difficulty vre foana^vd t 
the sledgF up on top of the ke ngafn, bat no 
i am thankful to »ay> vtjs 1o6C. The accidai! 
doubtless due to the thin !^tc of tee which hi 
euteti away by a tiron^ uodcT carrcat. Shi 
thi^ strnngc rjcpenencc we sm aOrQf^ 
vrhkli bad evidently bocD only tecently abai 
We took po«»e<tsion of the latest and cUat 
line of nction quite lawful umon^ this 
ftOOAble people ; here yvQ m^<* wirsclves at 
boiled our kettle, vrdrmed our mtat bvUs 
met}iy]nled spirit Uimp, and (h^n fiercely atU 
our evening repast. Our special rann for the 
is a. Christian, and the nun who has kindly hrlp 
is 3. candidate for kiplism, so -iin: Fict we 
quite a happy baud, Aod right UiMiily ^/v^ 
hynms together before rctirinff to rest for the 
Rest would have bc«n impossible, for some of 
leurt, hod all the articles on Ur, C.*s filedgie got 
Fortunately, however, the very anide* wc 
needed were oo top of the load, -ind then we 
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blc to hAul olT itu? sledge in time. Surtly wc had, 
]i;ivt\ rviison ti> tfi.tiik God for Um ineccy." 
T'iW'i*')', Mi«/£A xs^^Movpd on again over the icy 
Pressedonlor some eight hour^, AUaloncc 
Ttiotirrt! rair hdpfnl eompanion (Toolsahpiah) pull 
out his telescope, £wccp tltc vai desert w4»te, :ind 
then wc hrard the joyful cry, ' Innuct f Innuft ! 
E^iiTtfjo! Eskimos T^ W« vwm druvc? uil to the 
plarci mdlaxifd. nnd there wr foiinfl two Arctic 
inns iahatjitt^ by some ten inhabitAn1& Hctc we 
were TCceivM kindly, and ^v-cre inviiofl to take up 
our quarters in thr dwelling of a dud named 
Kajoaka, w1iq» I may remark, m, a inigbty conjoror 
&nd h« mudi influence amongst fab own people 
HfiTc in the midst of sudi novel surmundin^ wc 
spent II plwitant timp» and were nble to hold a 
cnecting in the evcninKH IIqw litroitgc tu hc^u* the 
praises of our King in the^ coM dwelltngii built on 
fru/^ii Hra, d^it miles Ctxim Uie nearest land*" 
Ea-tifr Day, AfoKh JO. — Wc rand together ol 
Cbrist'a t-xni-i^iLst over death, and I then pointed 
mit ID them the natiirr^ of that m;irve!lou» Friend 
i;i whom we arc oil i&vited to confide. The people 
assent freely to the gn?at tntth^ broug;ht belofe 
tbem, but when wr come to the practical poodts 
which nalonUly flow frcm (he grrat foundation 
trutiis of the Gospel, ^id wlii^o tliey know that tbefr 
itinf and heathen ftupcntitlons mtttt be let ^ if they 
are to be siivcd, then the ' tug of war ' commcfices 




336 THE LIFE OF B- J. PECK 

— mc^ lov'c ' d^rknos rather Uulo Ugbt, becaiiM 
thdr 6ccds arr evil,' " 

^Afon4ay, Mank^t^ — A poor sick womao. wUom 
Cr«m.'<hield and 1 hAd prcvlousdy visJted, »eat, 
word to u« that slic did not wi^ to »cc struigcn, cvi* 
dcntly meaning white men ^ AJI one could therefore do 
«vs totp^kafewwDtdsof comfort (oULUpoor<lyin||r| 
creature through the windc^w of her mow-'bouse. 
This bdng made of se-ils' intotines, which are very 
thin and almost transparent, tho sound of ome's 
voice and on^'s presence outside were evidently 
known to the su&rer, ior .she tried to answer from 
htt couch of pain. What djirkne^ and misery 
surround these poor heathen 1 If the Lord Jesua^ 
w» or had been liviog, itt ought to !iave been the 
ca» in the hearts and beings of His people, Aictic 
explorers iot Christ— or better still Acctk soul- 
winnere — would have pirTr«f these polar wa<tt£S 
long ago. Tliese peopb have e^n £0 many sunpU* 
of nngodty white men in the past Ihat wc can hardly 
wonder if they view us with luspiciun now, ajjd tlunk 
wc arc & curse instead of, what wc tiy to be, a 
blcKtLiig to Uiem." 

*■ /l^rti^.—BlowingstronglyfiromN-W.diirinjthfi 
forenoon ; weailier, however, cleared somcwfaot 
about nooD. A m^n arrived from the north. He camfl' 
from a party of Eskimos who ore living on thu wx 
■OffDO twenty milr--^ from here, T diri^rminod with 
Gi>d'6 kelp to acoompuny this otaa, Mr. Gnico- 
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shwid will rrmftin here (ill a later date whiJc T 
miai^tei to tliese scattered »heep on Uie icy wustes. 
Ilak, the Eskimo who arrived, wi^cd to rtrtoin at 
oiic«. ifc told me that he kacw his way quite wcU 
and that his (riends cxpocted htm to rttiim with 
tobacco ;uid biscuit whidi they were '' lunging for.*' 
Tifd dog* tft slolgr- — sonify trn in all — and pressed 
on oui w^y, wind bftng still slroag and snow falling 
pretty Iredy, A* wc jonmeyed on, wmd und snow 
increased. This was driven by the violenco oE tlie 
wind on one's fade, where coming in contact with 
my beard :tnd fJun It formed u kind o( ice pUi^tcr 
which could only be removed by the uaked hand, 
the removal of u^ch from one's fur gloves resulted 
in the iniide of ^lovc it«ciE being freely dusted with 
particles of dm-ing ^ow ; these again melted with 
tlie warmtli of land wliea n;tunied to its neoessary 
covfr. The sm^itton* thus produced 1x>th tn the 
face and hands by ttus experience might almost be 
descnN^ as unmitij^Lit^d torture, to say nothing 
of tJie sensations produoed in the whole t>ody by 
the continnal fury of wind and jolting of al«dgc. 
Wind ;^till increaMd, but Ihk kept tbc do^ well 
inhand,andforatimehe wasablc to ke«pthett«ck 
whicJi had been made by otlier Eskimos wlw had 
tr^ivcJled to Kikkerton. NiRht, however, dftw on 
apace, wind and «now increased, and at last we could 
sec nothing. My compaoioQ kept on yelling at the 
dogs. On they went in spite of heavy wind> wfaidi 
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>ras Almost dead Ahc^xl. Wh;it nguious creatnres 
they on 1 n^ trusted tbcm fnOy. He knew that 
could he only ktvp tliem in tlie rigtU direction tlieir 
kl^cn 9CQSe of smtlJ and evident insttnct wxiuld do 
the rest. And » it proved, 1 vas bflgJBBJQg to 
fed that T ooulci net stand this ti^rribte eaqiosiire 
much Jon^T, -uid earnestly Jilted up my ticirt to 
God in pniy» that wc might be led to the friendly 
shelter of a kiqw dwelling, wfaco J bappcocd to 
look through the drift, :Lnd there, <|uile cIok; at 
Iiandt 1 &aw two or three dim li^ts shining from 
the oil InmjM Inside ilie^ Arctic hotels It did not 
take long to wake op tome of our fncnds. 1 was 
kindly rccdvod and housed liy fit conjuror namod 
Okittok^ My giunieiit^, wludi wen: lilemlly coated 
with snow, were bratcn with a stick, and I wa,'* »f>on 
in my fur Ix^-. I did not, ho^i^rvcr, sleep much 
dnriDg the remainder of ttie nl^it. Some eight 
hour^* tossing about bud chilled me tliroi^i and 
throuKh." 

" Afirii 13. — As we weie near some Eskimos H'e 
gladly entered their snow-hou^, and soon hod 
something wann to drink. As I had not lutd the 
pleasure of washing f<^r three days T felt that 1 must 
by some meana have an ablution. NoiUuug in the 
ifaapc of vni^hmg utwisils. Iiowevcr, could be found 
amount these primitive people, so I took my 
frying pan, oud in Ihi^ managed to have a kind 
Of wwh-" 




Every birtliiljy In Mr. Prck\ ditry cuiituim 
idnift ^pecinl note. Vtr- ^lU Ukf^ April 15, T904, 
as a tacoiaSfla— 

r*«^*ijy. AprU 15.— 'My birthday. )?ifty-tv^'0 to- 

<LiyO And tlti> i« how 1 spent it Hl;tri:li.Md ihJ.uvl 

was DOW srvcfitccnmilo^nway^our stock of provisions 

v«iy low. »o it wasniM:ti»ufy lu get to our jounieyS 

cod as quirkJy •is powhlr- Th*' wr.Ythcr. howr\'i^, wm» 

far from f^vour^tbl^-. The wiiui w.is right ;iJK-Ad, land 

snow WM driving heavfly. My Eikimo friends were, 

howcfver, CiJiiijdcnt thut they coukl fiiid tlicir wuy. 

So »v Marled, But to start w?^ one thing, to get 

on vr^ quite aoothcr. Our dof^ were weak, Uie 

storm increased, and nothing at times could be Men 

On wc went for some flw houra. A lull In ihcstonn 

tlien brought to cur view on Uland. TItis island m^is 

about eight milc^ from Blacklcod I^^and. Wc had ' 

traveUedsumc Iliac miloin live houo— ci^rtiuiily Dot 

ex]>n~H itpeed. Tiird ^nd hungry, we mndr a kind 

of tJielter with large Hocks of snow. These w« 

placed on thr windward Hid^ of onr »li^dg&, Mybcorty 

coonpanioHfi hauled out a Urge piece of real's mcat- 

This they chopped up with an ave, and dttoelced 

with evtdeut relish and drJight. Got under Um lee 

of one of Ihi? mm, .nnd in thi' midst of driving snow 

naoacbcd away at some bbcuit wliich I bad doee 

at hand. On we went again. Had not gone Eu 

wlicti a dog bebugiog to Tooloakj ink's sledge 

dropped down dead. He, poor fdlow. li^ only 
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three <k)gs left mit of sc%"cn. This m^steriou.'t com- 
pUint is IhinniD^ the do^ out on every hand. W« 
started with ten ; one dicd^ another mo away, 
imd tlic temaindcr 3ac hardly abk to move along. 
My man consequently ^ocs nhcnd to lead the 
cmttu^ through the drilt. I, on the other 
stop by the sl^^e. I shout, and ^icve, and puU*^ 
and help the do^ as much m I cm, ubd so wo 
manage to gei along. Sometimes, however, wc 
come to a compl^-^tc^ ^tundstdl. bJedge and dogs 
fest in A bank of snow. 7<ow I faavfi to tMftt down' 
the Know in Iront ol sledgt, and with sonie mighty 
shoves, which stmin every nitt^fle in fme*s body, 
and with a number of regnkr wm cries, which startle 
^f they do nothing eUe — t)ie tired dc^, we an 
again on the move. About z p-m- wis fortunatdy 
saw some old aledge traclES. Our poor 
brightened up wooderfuUy. Sledge tr^kn art 
them what one may call Arctic roads — roads vriiidk 
lead tbom sooner or later to a place ol n^st. Arrived 
at BLacklcad IfAnttiX about 4 p,m. Mr. J, Mutcl> 
(Mr. Noble's chief agent) received me most kindly, 
and a welcome repast, whidi he bad mo«t tliought- 
fuUy provided, seemed to put new lifo and vigour 
into my weary frame. I wa& also greatly cheeied 
to notice the kindly »pint of the poor Eskimo*. 
Several of the men, I ou^ht to mcntiao, came do%tii 
en the ice to help our dogs up the rugged shore ice 
to the level space beyond, Tspent the rcmaindtx 
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of my birthrfjiy in pmfitable rraulin^^ and m prayer 
|gr the people und my own loved onct in the bom^ 
land. Speaking of the latter, it is not wea.kii«»OD 
my pari, I fvd sure* to state tliat tlieir fonm ^inad 
out lis a living pictnrc before me day by day— five 
cords ever puUing ai one's heart, five nuglity 
amnctitine links with Jesus on \}\c throne,*' 

In June, I90i3, the E&kimas oi Ftobishcr Bay were 
visited. 

" After much prayer for guidance I tiave deter* 
minM tA go to th<i wh;ilinfF sLntion nojir Frohi<her 
fiay. Tlic p]«cc hfls Qot been vi&itcd iot two yv^^n, 
and it is our duty to ro, so I am now prepwinif for 
UiejouTaoy. It none thing to take a through ticket, 
sAy, from Boston to Aberdeen, it is quite auotfaer 
to travel along an ice-bound ihon; in an 0]>en bout, 
and to make provision for six mouths for some two 
months. Here are some of the ilcnB needed :— ' 
ut. A good boat. 2iid. A mitablc crew. ^rd. A 
good l^imo canoe. Tliis is nccc^ary for hunting 
puiposes. 41b. Suitable tents, one for myself and 
oneformyrfimpanions. 5th. Necrs^aryprovKions— 
biscuits, coffee, tea, etc- AH these most be stowed 
in boxes or waterproof bog^ 6tli. Guns and am- 
munition — ncccs««ry itvmf in a region hke tliis. 
7th. Suitable clothing, such as sealskin coats, 
tromers etc 8th. All uet^lful cooking appliances, 
fuei, etc Wo must take wood (whifh we gH from 
home) ormethylatod spirits. No trees oc driftwood 
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arr to be found in theoe barren wafttt. 91! 
necessary lines* h^tpoon^* m.-ttcrin] Eor rcpAirtng 
boat in case oi accideot, etc., etc" 

" Sunday^ Jitm &— Very good congrq^ttiou^. and 
very hearty services," 

''5a/i#/tfcfy, /««* 14.— Saw two bcAUtilul Uttla 
6owiv« to-day. What a reminder of ilic Creator'^ 
handiwork, gcxidncts And love." 

" Tuesday. June 17^— Ncariy nady for trip to FVo- 
bi»hi;t U^y. Sjuki: to tlhrisl^s little flock hcrr in the 
wilderness. Reminded them of Christ's love for all 
men. Told Uloii that it u^as me«t and ri^U tliat 
I ^hmdd leaw th^m and prcaeii the Gospel to oihei^ 
abo. Exhorted them to cleave to Christ, and to 
help our brother Gr«eiBhieId in every posaiHe way." 

■■ Wtdncsday, June iSh— Several of these poor crea- 
tures Oimfi down 10 tlie boat tO My farewell. We 
prayed together on the icE^-bound sliorc, and I tjicn 
Stepped on board. Wc i>nly went a ^^bort distance 
when alarge sheet of iccahut us in on ttx south ervd 
of the bland- Our Arctic fnend>, however, soon came 
to the rescue, and hdpcd as to drag both boat and 
baggage over the frown barrier. Passed into the 
open sea, where wt! pulled away with a will. Cimptid 
at night in a kind of frozen bay, with great high 
rocks on our southern liand. There appears to be 
mudi loe on olie^id, but wc will, witli God'^ lielp, 
press on " 

"Thutidsty, June 19-— About 4 a.oL I beard a 
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grrat noise outside my test. Ihv wind lad risen, 
and Uic men wcrt^ busy securing my canvas fcnt 
and fteriDg to the »ai«ty ol our Iwal. We are on 
the edge of a large floe, thft in^idff pcirt nf whir.h 
may be dnvcn in>m tJic liuid, ShouJd this happen 
EKMhijig remains but to pack up. get m our Iwat 
fts i^uickly as possible, and m;ikc our way to lome 
more secure shelter. Tim wind bUw strong all 
day, but we remained safe. 1 had prayers with our 
friends morning and evening. This, I need hardly 
say, is a great hdp and comfort to u*/' 

" Monday, June 23,— The wind is driving the ioc 
from the shore* »o we hope to be able to proceed 
on (he morrow. Thnv hf?ftrs wrnr s<icn on a iifgc 
Hoc. Our Eskimo friends, however, much to iheir 
grief could not reach them. «5 the wind was too 
strong;, ^td ttic ice wuit driven along at a great iipeed." 

" TufA4ay, June 2-1, ^Onc ol the men shot a seal 
on tiie shore ice— a great treat, as we were getting 
short of fresh meaL Found a mast of some ship 
wrecked m the p-xst. Cut up some of this for fire- 
wood. Wind moderated, and ihcii came on to blow 
fivm w^awanL Ice wiu driving in upon us, so we 

1 packed np nnd got away about 11 p.m. No nigki 
h«re now. so we can travel when wc sec a favourable 
opportunity." 
'* Friday, June 7.— Saw Uiree beai>, all, liowcvCTp 
ran away hrfon^ we could get ncnr them. Tried 
in the eaily pjjt of the day to force our way tlinni^ 
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sn opniing in the ior, but wc were neaity efaat in 
largt oiasaeA moving in different directions. T 
«gun in the evening, and ^tcra lot of sh 
grinding and ikot a little nerve-shaking cxpcri 
we got salely across to the land »* had in 
Wc tiiank God (or Hi* pre»etviiig car?- 
voya^g in a fmil boat in the midst of movi 
majMS of ke ronginjE froca six to tirenty feet th 
b enoii^ at times to try the fttoutcst bcait " 

'* Saturday, June S.^Madc a number of dak 
through open lanes of water wbidi vre lound n 
tbv shore. )d the e^'cnlnf( tried to find a suita 
idaceon the Und where we could spend the Sabba 
We finally found a &pot iibout forty feet abov^e 
tev*I of Uie sea." 

*' Monday, June 3a Tried to move on. Had 
shove large blocki of ice out of our way, W' 
on for about two tnilcs» and then came to a stani 
ttilL A large expanse of ice wbidi lud uot 
loosened from the uliore stood hi our way> Cam 
w this,*' 

1 Tuesday, ftUy I,— Stffl shut in with ice, U 
unlike July f We ;irt: not in want of food, 
God. One of the men flhot a sea] to-day ; wc havi 
alto shot quite ^ Dumber of eidifr ducks ; ncitlica 
of these is over piJfttable, but they make a diaiigii 
in our diet." 

'* Wedtusday, Jidy 2. — Could not move, !!trf vh 
are fast in the 10?, but safe in the hands of our God 



thi 
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brginning to mijrnitir on account of the tedious- 
ncaa and length of way. Wc arc not half way to 
Krobuher Hay yet." 

''Thursday, July 3-^At morning prayer spolsc to 
our cdmpaxuons of the power and pretence of Christ 
to keep and guide us. Truly sUength i±: needed from 
Chiist tliu foimtain Head not only for one's own 
iimer life, btit to enable one to pour strength and 
courage into the }icart« oE others-" 

"FnAiy,/u/y 4.— Made another dash at ice be frier 
Gut Uiruugh a^dety. 3lafis&i of Joe w«ie, however, 
drivrn p<L^t U5 iit great xpetd, and wc hud, to say 
tlie least, some exciting expcncncG^. Beyond this 
bniricr we had the pleasure of hnding an open ^pace 
of water ruDDUig between some inlands. We journeyed 
on tad made a good day's work. Wc were ait <iuite 
delighted." 

"' SiUufday, Juiy f^. — Pressed on Agaiin. Aboutnoon 
uw a large bear on ice floe right ahciid of ua. Thb 
tnoDEtcr vr^ g^ing dong in a mo4t itc^ilthy m^innex 
to a large seal which wa^ basking in the sun. Tbe 
bcar'it attention being concentrated on what he 
hoped would prove a sumptuous repast, he did not 
notice the Eskimos (Muneapik and Amcksaktok) 
uto were following Master Bruin on tlie ke. AU 
at once tlic veal dived ; the bear saw his punocrs ; 
'went lor ihcm/ coming np through a hole in the 
ite dose to tbe men. Wiilj gnastiing teeth he tiied to 
get on topof theice,but wsu soonshot. Tlic carcase 
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(mfaiuHngftnmr^niTirfrrt)w:^hAiiM op on tbd Aoe, 
cut up, and will) a bountiful supply of meat we 
proceeded od rmr way. AHrr dinner — some of the 
b«ir*s lltfth rormud one of the founds — we tried 
tf> gri fiT\. But wc liad not gone far when the ice 
defied in i^n us^ so wi: had to t>cat a hasty rrtrcat. 
We IrnaJty manascd to rcadi a rock island, vdtere 
wc cainp^" 

"Friday, July ir.— ^Foff cl^;irpd up. Wc movfd 
on and ountr to a point of land with a ^niall pa^a^^o 
between it and the ice. We pulled m\h aU our mi^t 
to gel through. Wc fail(?d. T}ic: ice. drov<^ on to 
the poml with a cruKhing grinding noise. Pile 
after pile of this was heaped on the shore. We 
backed cut in (^uiiJc time. It vr^n well wr did so. 
Our boat would have been rru^cd like a match-box 
had we beext tii tite trjubraoe of that icy nutss*. 
Nfiw wr h;id n livr.ly time, Evciything had to he 
Uilicn out of the bo^t and c^nied Co th^^ open w;iter 
l>eyond the point. We al! carried vrhLit we fotild, 
Tlitiu vc h;u! a little brvathing time, Nuw for the 
boat. With might and will wr h^ulrd it up on the 
ice. A lot of shouting ."aid shoving «nd (he bout 
was on the other side. She was launched and bxkded 
aad away we went ^gain. It wa$ now 10 p.ULt 
30 we ni3na|:ed to get ashore near some high rocks. 
Hei<! we !iad supper. Aa opening in (he ice g^ave 
u% new hope and eftuniRP. We'detefrain«l tngooin. 
Wc i^t^itcd towards midniglit." 



: 
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" Saturday, July is. — Came to n p\acc where we 
ccuJtl iicl ^vi tluougb. Camped libout i \>jn. 
fin Sunrtay, Hop<> to procrt^l on Mond.iy by another 
roiitr," 

"Sunday, Jtdy 13. — Spent a veiyhappy<layboth 
bcxJiJy and j>pintu:tiJy, God's mcrcicB an wry 

^' Monday, Jtdy 14. — Starttd lo try tiie outer nnit«f. 
This m^nns gnmg .nlong th^ hArrrn shorr of David 
Sinit. Reached Uie sea. when we saw two bears; 
gave cha*^. Tliey w**nt from the ice mto the watM-» 
We followed in boat. After a long pull came up to 
than. Both wen ^ot We took them in tow, 
when a heavy facojd wind spring up and rnin came 
down in torrents. Wc had now to go to the nearer 
shelter, which proved to be an awful spot. Big 
towering rpcks above as. while a shelving piece cf 
ice some eight ftct broad was the only phcc wc could 
find to L-ainp uu. The wind bowltrd, ^uid (he rain 
lelL Wet and cold, we managed to make a tire 
in a cave in the rocks. Wc boikxl our kelCtes and 
mde mme tea, 1 then crept into my fur bag, 
whidi was about the only dry thing 1 posseuod. 
Casting myself and companions upon God , T managed 
in spate of icariag wind and tUppiug tent to sleep, 
at least, through a |y^rtion of t1i:)t m<miorablc 
nigbt." 

" Tueiday, Jtdy 15. — A fearful day. No change for 
the better. Kemaincd in my (ur Ui^' ucazly the 

22 
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iriiakd>y> 1 could not ke^p warm or dry anywhere 

" Wt^nes^, Jtiiy i6.— C3«jnd tip Abnvt aooo, 
W« packed up with aU 5peed> AJl were g)^ to 
lc9Vt^ this plAoe of homnt. Ooc of the men told 
me that ho could not filccp. He was in dnad. so 
be said, ol ilio^v ovefhanging diiU. EsktoMft 
beUavo that rocks have tbetr tmiwi. vii:. miiabifanrt, 
Sttangie atoriei are lold in ti(?fcrCTice to these* 
rrtird on ns far as we could. Camped in a smaU 
bay on a lai;^ shcvt of ice. AJen ditnbed high rockiL 
They bnnighl bdck bad Dcws* There is no possibility^ 
of our goin^ on on Account of iceberi^ and vast 
bodiea of ice ahead. Certainly this coasc is awfiiJ« 
hl^ rocto, iceben^ dcoolmion, cfM, bdow ajod 
tempest on every band." 

"ThmSay, Juiy 17.— Tried to rctnin from 
«« started from oo Mouday, but, alas, we could Dot"^ 
^ bad(- A v^ sheet of Ice had been dnvcn by 
the wind right in our way. Made our way to an 
island, where we camped. Our Ruide again fufl otj 
compbtntf. He spoke of returning to Blacklaajd 
Island if possible. I told him we must face our 
diiVicullie^ in the strvtigth ol God like men and go 
ahead;' 

" Fn^y, /tdy 18. — During niglit wind tprang up 
from the nortli. and droxe a lot c^f ice ri^t in upon 
ti9. Wc could «ce the open water beyond, but could 
not move." 
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*' Saturday, July i^. — A stirring day. let opened 
out a little. Tried to g€t awuy by guing olciig Uw 
south cad oi ulaod. but were nearly shut in ; tried 
nnnh t'nd with the same result; retreated to the 
sboit, climbed the rocks^ where wc keenly wntrhrd 
the ntotiuit^ of ice. About 4 p.m. saw ao ope^^ 
Made a. d-Mxh for this and «3capod. Prtttcd 00 ; 
pulled with dl our might. Found an open space <A 
vzttx between two s'ast 0oeA whicti ti>ok us almost 
to the hnd. An exciting time now foUowcxl. The 
ice dosed in mptdly upon u^^ Wr nil took up the 
dearest ihin^ to liand and dtmrw ii on the ice. Up 
went the boat ; but )UAt in time Un the ice vre 
waited for a time. Change cf tide mode a chon^ 
in ntotion^ ol floe. Launched our boat in ui open 
ftpcr^ iiTul a^n we bt.nt to the oar*. I^<acd the 
place wc had left on Monday about 7 p.m. Found 
to our joy the inside pa^a^ open. T\\\s runs 
between hu^ iaUnd^t — a bl^iiik un the m^p — ;uuJ 
is nicdy shdlr^rrd. Pulkd on and finally cimpcd 
on a nice grassy spot. We all fdl utterly tired outj 
but thankful tc God lor H]» help ard ^oodnew. 
Our ^dc seemed quite a new raan. He ib fuU ol 
hope now." 

" S wtiday, Jnfy 20. — The fiftlt spent on this journey. 
It is well, m spite of our tardy progress, to keep 
tlw Lord's D-iiy. Rt^t for the body and food for 

I the toul arc real need^^* 
" Mon^y^ /ufy 2t.— Jotuocycd 00 a^ain. Fotind 
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ft Urge expanse oi open water, of whkh we mada 
the bf«t poniUc use. Aftcfdinnrr.whi^h wehadon 
some rocis, went on again> We bad aoon, liowevtTi 
to cone to a dc^ hatL Larf-c blodca of ioe h^ been 
driven in dose to a podnt wbcrc vm liod to potss. 
We could not haul our boat over the loe to the open 
w»ler be>-cnd. &s th<; floe btskle the poini vi-as in 
pboes iuli ol holes. The only vny was to try nnd 
looe«n the Ice blocks aiid force our boat thiougli the 
pools of wnlcr here and there. We set to work nt 
one lilock which sedoed to be a kind of key-pioce 
to the reit. We chiaclled and slioxed at Um tor 
some houtB before it started. The ice now slackened. 
We slioved and hauled our boat Along with all 
OUT might. Wc struggled on for some distance and 
then camped. We Uiank God for this da/s boip 
and take courage.** 

"Tuesday, July 32 , — We mode a capital day^ 
work. We met with but little ice and were able to 
sailfor about four honn. We arc only one fuU day's 
jonniey from the station (Signia). 

" Thmidayt Juiy ^4-— Wt^ stiuck a point of I^ad 
not far from Signia. Wc huggisj this \niid and were 
ioon at the station. To our suipcue we found 
Ur. Samp«on*£ vessel, the Prng^'UneSol, lying 
at anchor. Both Mi. Janseu. who was in charge o£ 
the station, and the captain of the vessel received 
me very kindly. Mr. Sampson himself, lwwu\*er» 
was away with some Eskimos wsLrus htintingr but he 
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h ucpccted here to-morrow. I am mtomicd tlut 
Mr. Sampson's station is somr twcnty-tive imlr» 
from this post, but his vessel has come here prior 
lo her departure for home," 

tl^eee extracts, however iaterestmg they 
ajT, miirt be airl ailed. After a sojoura and 
cDcoumging work among the Eskinios of Frubisher 
B^v. Mr. I'eck went back to BUcklead Idand in 
Mr. Jan^cn's vessel, a$ hi-s own men were going to 
liunt reindeer on th«r return journey. 

On September 3 the Alert arrived with Mr. Bitty 
on boMd. He brought the h^ppy news that the 
C.M.S. had no longer any thought of abuidonini; 
the Miauon. 

Mr. Peck was now to relnm home once more. 
But before ^t;utiQg he tiad one mon^ very hiipfiy 
day on September 14. "Four more of the poor 
sheep in those desert wastes wen dedloned to 
Chrut in holy baptism. They have been candidates 
for some time, and I IjcLicvc their faith U real. Again 
u* thank God for His goodness. 

A Meamer happened lo have colled at Bladdead 
Uland, so the tedium of a voyage in the Alert waa 
avoided. Mr. Pcdc preferred thii, althou^ she 
was not to return at once but was to touch at varioufl 
points for the nkc of tmde, 

" Wfdimday, Stpttmber 17.— Left Blacklead Island 
Baiiuma at S a-cn. The l^rd did not send 
v ooiBlortless. Several ct the 
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bcK, «4k> now know the Lord, th^nk God lor Ihis 
MissiOD, aikj fot Hia kiodni^att 4tid lave in acnding 
lo ih«m the Gospd. tlte very kindly spirit oC my 
brethren Vi^as also a comf^it (o nw, Jof (o leave this 
halloiA-ot spot, ihiA pdace ol spiritual ccmfbct and 
trhunpb in the Lord, was a sore wreticli- And what 
docs the Lord wiU now > What i» the deatre whkh 
lives day by day and hoar by hour in my soul ? 
.Simply this. To »pnead the knowledge <A Uimt over 
tlioe Polar wasted. Tlie time soems to have oome 
now wh<ni A younger brother sliould finnlty t&kc 
my place a1 Cnmberland Sound, leaving my hands 
free to press to the " regions beyond " en the way 
the Lord shall tlirougli His providential Ic4idiii^ 
indicate." 

" Thttrsd4>y, Sffttfmiw i8. — Heavy wind sprang upj 
al»u htavy Miow. Tlie funnel itad iweutlier tthrowls 
of 5hip were coated with a kind of icy oavering. 
Everytliing gloomy in Uie extreme- Continually is 
my heart lifted np to God for qiiritual power, 
l^mly it is needed. Went to the foreoutle to see the 
men. Was most kindly received. There arc over 
forty hands on board. The vessd is fitted with six 
'whak boats.' These are always kept ready for 
use, and » sharp look-out Is kept in the * crow's 
nest' (or a 'fish," which means, in whaler's 
idiom, a whale. This vessel, like other whaling cnft, 
is most strongly built, and is titled with masts and 
sails, the engmes being used more as an auxiliary 
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power than Ihe main moving agent. T!iJs is parttcu* 
larly the oistc when Uie siiii> b bi clear water— i,c., 
water Upc of i« — and when Ihc wind is fair it 
need hardly be said that dangers from ice, ioeber^ 
And Arctic galr* bwct the*f h.irdy voyager* on 
every hand, and many a thriUing taJe could be told 
by these brave men who face the icy seas.*' 

Friday, ScpUmher 26, — Arrived at a plaeif cilled 
by the Kskimo Kivciok, but named by the wlulcr^ 
Vahhc Pioord/ On arrival was delighted to meet 
some E£sJcimo>. Tliey ffreeled me m a most cuidial 
inanncT, I noticed in psirticubr one woman named 
io, ' She lud apeiit unt^ wujler :it Blockicad JvLiiid 
«rvrfi yearx Agn, and haddnringhrr?(tny there i^mvn 
a great dadn for iastruciiou. 1 fmd that sh« h^s 
used her tailKOCe for Christ, This f^t, I need 
hardly bay, gives me dwp joy. So hctrc we find, 
some eighty miles within the Arctic circle, this 
little flock without ;i ghepherd'a care, but none 
the lew precious are they in the eyt^ of Je^ras. I 
had a long chat with our Arctj^^iriendE. and they 
told me that far away in the distant north there are 
other Eskimo* who, they said, were 'horrible 
ctcfttores/ who thought nothing of killing each other. 
One man also, when I told liim tliac 1 waygoing homa 
in the ship, said to me, * Vi^y divide youneH in 
two, leaving half with us and half with those in the 
white man's Lmd.* Several of tiiem abo aiked me 

1 5m p, UA. 
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U I could not come back next y^or, but I XtM them 
that I couM fx>t offder my own mov«mCTit&. God. 
1 said, mo\-«d His HrrvanU fiuni jiLior to pUoCp 
beudes wLich I was under orders from tlie 
' bdicvcra at heme,' and that 1 xi'oulid tiave to go 
« long way in a »bipj imd (uon^ an Eikijno idiom} 
'cod several moons* before 1 <x>uld hope to see 
tbdr faces again. Poor creatures I Most gtadly 
viQ I £cc them again if the Lo^ so direct. I >«t to 
work to teach them all I could. The captain kindly 
got a place nggcd up between docks. Here we 
gathered together. 1 went orcr some of the founda- 
tion factSr such as the beinf* and altribuics oi God« 
the power and ^odnc»s of Ood show-n in His works, 
manifest to our ver>' senses. I naturally passed on as 
soon ait possible to man's fallen stotCr how bt Bell 
from his high estate, and the w\^ndcrru] means 
piovided for bi^ recovery ajid i>al«^ly lltiougb the 
aU-fliffideot work of Jesus, and the sanctifying 
po%ver of God the Holy Ghost. AU thu lias to be 
taught little by Uttlc These peo^ cannot ^tnap 
or digot niudi at one time, ;uid their ideas of many 
objects familiar to oursdvcs are a complete blank. 
Tlttse facts will show the dilLcullies of llus work. 
What wc need along this coast, even as at Blacklcad 
l&land. is a station. How such a station can bo 
established is another question. But it ctfnbcdnne 
through tlic powvr of our God- If &ome ;£6o,ooo 
has been found to fit out the Discovery^ and send 
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her on her Antarctic expedition, God, T feel sure, 
cui give the means to ca.ny out His p]nn«> Do 
the souls of Uiese Eskimos belong to Him ? Did 
CUmt die for them ? Ought He to huvt; ttiem tor 
Hi» own ? Certainly He on^. Well, then, our 
line of aclIoQ U dear. We must use tlie means, 
and fp torwArd in His strength to wtn them Cor 
vur King." 

At ]nst, on trAff(^iia)j, Ncvmthtr $, 1902. — 
*' Readied home. Thrte periods of separation, making 
ifl all ^ total &( almost seven yx^an, have now b(«a 
spent for the Savbur. But do we regret this ? 
In no wi«. Ugth Mtv l^eck and I luvc louod God's 
compensations very real, and there is very joy 
and ftdUsfaction iu knowing Uiat life is u*ed foe a 
purpo?M^" 



APPENDIX 

A FEW words on the language of the C»kini03 may 
be of iclrrrjpt Iq uninr rntdcr). The folJowiog 
IS a ihort dc!£cription from Ur^ Peck't pen : "Thi: ptin- 
cipal petuliarity ol tin lunguagc conaMa lo tli« Im^th 
of Hi wunJs and thai (vatun which gnPlHlEriaii» atyle 

" Aj^'i;lutiimlivtf it ceitAinly £». for «U thv uuta ol 
Sjpccch may be joined to the verbal root and tnrn con- 
jugatod in the v^ricpos nuwds tuid tenter found ia this 
remarkable tongue 

" We have to aioalda uol only our ordinary moods 
but aJman intefrogativc one, which ismofrt atrilonganid 
cxfircuivc in j|s use and foimatioii' 

*' Then are three numbers, singular. duaU aod pluniL 
Adveibft, pauticicv. etc., ue udded lo thv verbal luot." 

A lew cxfLmplf^ wiU illu^traic thc«e rojnark^ ; — 

INDICATIVE AND [NTERROGATIVB 

Or TJis Hoods 

ntE INDICATiVE 

IHtAkk^oim%a , . . . i wsik. 

PmtApotii TkoH mtikmi- 

Pistukpok He wMs. 

Dual 

PiiiuJtpoaook . • , . Wt fwf> milk. 

PiiSUti^iflik y/>uta^wdUt 

PitaukfwA Tkey^^vM. 

PttJRAL 

Pisiukpoeooi . . . . »v «^. 

Fiisukposg y^u tmaik. 

Biau&poQi rA^omAb. 

Ml 
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THE INTERROGATIVE MOOD 

SlHGULAK 

Pissukpomga ? , , . , Do I aalk ? 

Pissukpd? Dost thou walk? 

Pissukpit? Doeshevalk? 

EHjal 
Pis^ukphiook ? , , . . Do JBttu>o walk ? 
PissitkpiHk 7 . . . . Do you taro walk ? 
Pissukpdk ? . . . , DoiktytwQ walk ? 

Plural 
Pi55ub^da? . . . , Dowewalk? 
PissukpeU? . ... Do you walk? 
Pissukpdi ? Do they walk ? 

The transitive verb Tekkova, " He sees kim" wit 
first, «ecoDd, and third penoiiB aa nibject, and wit 
singular, dual, and plural object : — 

Tehkovofa I S€e kim, 

TekkGnut . . . . . Thou se^i him. 
Tehkova He sees him. 

With Dual Object 

Tekkovdka I see those two. 

Tehkovatih Thou s»rf those two. 

Tekhmtak He sees those two. 

With Plural Object 

Tehhovuka I see th^m^ 

T^kovaUt Thou seest ikem. 

Tekkovdt He sees them. 

With variijUB adverbial and other partidea a&to 
to verbal root- 
Tekhova He sees him. 

V/iih adverbial particie— Kfl^*fl, " Soon." 
Tehkokapreahpa , , , Be sees kim soon. 
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